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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License 
preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual 
work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is 
instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated 
herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the 
license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. 
(Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter 
of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says 
that the Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be 
designated as Invariant. The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then 
there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general 
public, that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint 
programs or (for drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation 
to a variety of formats suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of 
markup, has been arranged to thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not 
Transparent if used for any substantial amount of text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML 
or XML using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. 
Examples of transparent image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited 
only by proprietary word processors, SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-
generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this 
License requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the 
most prominent appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses 
following text that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as 
"Acknowledgements", "Dedications", "Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the 
Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty 
Disclaimers are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that 
these Warranty Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those 
of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, 
you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the 
front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front 
cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying 
with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in 
other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual 
cover, and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable 
Transparent copy along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general 
network-using public has access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of 
added material. If you use the latter option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, 
to ensure that this Transparent copy will remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an 
Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give 
them a chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and 
modification of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which 
should, if there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original 
publisher of that version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified 
Version, together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they 
release you from this requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and 
publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location 
for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the 
Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) 
any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity 
you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the 
old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant 
Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in 
parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles 
in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled 
"Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim 
copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond 
what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which 
are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if 
the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in 
addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, 
and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and 
disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will 
prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have 
received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has 
been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose any 
version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







  


Highlights
◆ The next four slides are the highlights 


of this presentation.







  


Revealing (1:1)
God’s 
plan


The revelation of 
Jesus Christ, 
which God gave 
him to show his 
servants what 
must soon take 
place.  He made it 
known … 


unveiling, disclosure


Christ knows
our need


show, not
keep in the dark


to his servants (you!)


made known







  


How to Approach Revelation
◆ Vision of God’s victory
◆ Summarized by 1 John 5:4-5; Rev. 


17:14; Rev. 12:10.
◆ God rules history, and will bring it to 


its consummation in Christ.
◆ You can understand. Encouraging!







  


It’s Simple
◆ A picture book, not a puzzle book.
◆ For children also.







  


God-Centered Symbolism


God
When he appears, God is 
rich, multifaceted, 
nonexhaustible, 
Trinitarian.


Symbolism of 
Revelation is 
multifaceted.







  


A.  Revelation Reveals!







  


Revealing (1:1)
God’s 
plan


The revelation of 
Jesus Christ, 
which God gave 
him to show to his 
servants the things 
that must soon 
take place.  He 
made it known … 


unveiling, disclosure


Christ knows
our need


show, not
keep in the dark


to his servants (you!)


made known







  


Blessing for Reading (1:3)
“Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words 
of this prophecy, and blessed are those who 
hear, and who keep what is written in it.”


◆ Explicit blessing for reading.  Extra 
encouragement.


◆ “Keep” means it’s practical.
•   Strengthening the heart, not tickling the fancy.







  


Blessing for Reading (1:3)
“Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words 
of this prophecy, and blessed are those who 
hear, and who keep what is written in it.”


◆ The only book of the Bible with an explicit 
blessing for reading.  Extra encouragement.


◆ “Keep” means it’s practical.  Strengthening the 
heart, not tickling the fancy.







  


B.  Theme of Revelation







  


The Invitation
   4:1   After this I looked, and behold, in 


heaven an open door! And the first  voice, 
which I had heard speaking to me like a 
trumpet, said, “Come up  here, and I will 
show you what must take place after this.”







  


    4:2 At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a 
throne stood in heaven, with one  seated on the 
throne!  4:3 And he who sat there appeared like 
jasper and carnelian, and round the  throne was 
a rainbow that looked like an emerald.  4:4 
Round the throne were twenty-four thrones, and 
seated on the thrones  were twenty-four elders, 
clad in white garments, with golden crowns  
upon their heads.







 4:5 From the throne issue flashes of 
lightning, and voices and peals of  thunder, 
and before the throne burn seven torches of 
fire, which are  the seven spirits of God;  4:6 
and before the throne there is as it were a sea 
of glass, like crystal.







  


God’s Control-Tower


4 living
creatures


24 elders


myriads
of angels


every creature
in heaven, earth,


under the earth, sea


I can see
what’s


important.







  


How to Approach Revelation
◆ Vision of God’s victory
◆ 1 John 5:4-5; Rev. 17:14; Rev. 12:10







  


1 John 5:4-5


For everyone who has been born of 
God overcomes the world.  And this is 
the victory that has overcome the world
—our faith.  Who is it that overcomes 
the world except the one who believes 
that Jesus is the Son of God?







  


Revelation 17:14


They will make war on the Lamb, and 
the Lamb will conquer them, for he is 
Lord of lords and King of kings, and 
those with him are called and chosen 
and faithful.







  


Revelation 12:10


And I heard a loud voice in heaven, 
saying, "Now the salvation and the 
power and the kingdom of our God nad 
the authority of his Christ have come, 
for the accuser of our brothers has been 
thrown down, who accuses them day 
and night before our God."







  


How to Approach Revelation


◆ God rules history, and will bring it to 
its consummation in Christ.


◆ You can understand.


◆ Vision of God’s victory
◆ 1 John 5:4-5; Rev. 17:14; Rev. 12:10


Encouraging!







  


C.  Clarity of Revelation







  


Fearsome!
Hideous!


Are Its Symbols Difficult?


◆ Unfamiliar
◆ Apocalyptic
◆ Need OT 


background


◆ It’s obvious.


Yes No







  


It’s Simple
◆ A picture book, not a puzzle book.
◆ For children also.







  


See the Whole
Hmm.…  Let’s see now.  What does the “locust” of
Rev. 9 mean?  The “horse” part must refer to one
of the months of the Chinese calendar.  “Crowns


of gold” must refer to Babylonian kings.  “Women’s
hair” surely suggests that it is women who will bring
about the final downfall of mankind.  “Scorpion tails”


…  hmm...  Now let me see.


1st GraderCollege Student


Awesome!


It’s a monster!







  


The Majesty of Christ
◆ Christ is our friend (John 15:14-15).
◆ He is also our majestic, awesome king!


Not a tame lion!







  


D.  Symbols in Revelation







  


Why the Dispute over Revelation?


clear controverted


?
symbolismDue to:


and yet







Meaning of a Symbol







  


Two Approaches to Symbols


1. Code


● One referent
● Meaning = referent
● Isolated


2. Multifaceted


● Multiple allusions
● Multifaceted impact


● Holistic







  


Decoding by the Schools


Beast Roman Emperor


Beast Future Antichrist


Beast Pope


Beast
Idolatrous


Government







  


Prophecy is Poetic


Locust
Plague


(Joel 1-2)


Day of the Lord


Literal locusts


Enemy army
(Babylonians?)


Theophany


Final judgment







  


Expanded Understanding of 
Prophetic Fulfillment


A
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Second 
Coming


4


Adapted from Irving Jensen, Bible Study Charts







  


Olivet Discourse (Luke 21)


Adapted from Irving Jensen, Bible Study Charts


tribulation


fall of
Jerusalem


70 A.D.


tribulation


Second
fall of


Jerusalem


Double Perspective of Olivet Discourse







  


Rev. 17:9 Has Two Referents


7 heads of the Beast


7 hills
on which


the woman sits.


(17:9)


7 kings,
5 of whom
have fallen.


(17:10)







  


More Than Two Planes of 
Interacting Meaning


◆ Referent (Roman Emperor?).
◆ Hideous monstrosity (repulsiveness).
◆ Combination of beasts from Daniel 7.
◆ With background of Genesis 1-3, 


where beasts are subordinate to man.


BeastFor







  


God-Centered Symbolism


God
God in theophany is rich, 
multifaceted, 
nonexhaustible, 
Trinitarian.


Symbolism of 
Revelation is 
multifaceted.







  


Schools’ Decoding is Inadequate


Beast Roman Emperor


Beast Future Antichrist


Beast Pope


Beast
Idolatrous


Government







  


E.  Four Schools







  


Time of Fulfillment


When is the primary fulfillment?


First  Coming Second  Coming


?


◆ The four views differ about the primary 
time of fulfillment of Revelation.







  


Roman Empire View (Preterist)


◆ Beckwith (pp. 334-35): “fulfilled in the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the fall 
of the Roman Empire.”


primary fulfillment


All in
the past.







  


Final Crisis View (Futurist)


◆ Fulfillment occurs in the events of the 
final crisis immediately preceding the 
Second Coming.


All in
the future.







  


Church History View (Historicist)


◆ Morris (p. 17): “setting out … the history 
of western Europe … until the second 
coming of Christ.”


◆ Rev 6-19 is in chronological order.







  


Repeated Pattern View (Idealist)


◆ Tenney (p. 143): “… represents the 
eternal conflict of good and evil which 
persists in every age.”







  


God Is Involved with Us


◆ God loves 7 churches.
◆ God will come.
◆ God loves us NOW.
◆ God is the same at all 


times.


◆ Roman Empire
◆ Final Crisis
◆ Application NOW
◆ Repeated


God is
central







  


Some Truth in All Four


◆ God is always the same.
◆ God rules all history.
◆ Spiritual warfare  is always the same.


RPCHFCRE


All apply the 
same spiritual


principles.







  


Starting with Repeated Pattern


Symbol


General 
principle


Embodied in other approaches


NOW







  


F.  Benefits of Revelation







  


Attack on Sins


◆ Symbolically deep
◆ Supernatural
◆ Theocentric
◆ Exposing sin
◆ Exposing idolatry


◆ Disp. Literalism
◆ Modernist unbelief
◆ Secularist atheism
◆ Hedonism
◆ False religion 







  


Encouragements about Rev.


◆ Revelation is inspired Scripture.
◆ God knew the difficulties.
◆ Profitable, 2 Tim. 3:17.
◆ For servants of Christ, Rev. 1:1.
◆ With explicit blessing, Rev. 1:3.


Let's get
going.







  


Dealing with Disputes


● The interpretive challenge
   (Swete, p. ccvii)


● and patience (Prov. 14:15)


Spiritually
challenging.







  


Relevance to Our Time


◆ It always speaks to people under 
persecution.


◆ Dispensationalism needs a positive 
answer.


◆ It attacks modern sins.







  


Renewing Your Mind


Western Culture


escape,
renewal


Glory of God in 
Revelation







  


Envisioning the Future


View of
future


➨ Dealing with 
bewilderment


➨ Grasping 
possibilities


➨ God’s mind
➨ Cosmic 


framework
➨ New values


Robert Scholes (Structural Fabulation, p. 19), quoting Olaf Stapledon, preface to 
Last and First Men:







  


Beauty of Revelation


◆ ‘‘Within this elaborate plan [of 7 7’s] is 
developed the action of a prophetic 
poem unsurpassed in sacred or 
profane literature in either the 
grandeur of its poetic imagery, or the 
superb sweep of its prophetic vision.’’  
(B. B. Warfield: Selected Short Writings 
2:86).







  


God Is Involved with Us


◆ God loves 7 churches.
◆ God will come.
◆ God loves us NOW.
◆ God is the same at all 


times.


◆ Roman Empire
◆ Final Crisis
◆ Application NOW
◆ Repeated


God is
central







Alternate Ending
◆ The following ending can be used in a 


presentation where there is not time to 
develop the theme of theophany fully.







G.  God’s Glory







  


◆ 24 thrones image one throne (Rev. 4:4).
◆ Angels are “sons of God” (Job 1:6; 


2:1).
◆ They execute God’s decrees (Isa. 6:6-7; 


Ezek. 9:4; 10:2; Ps. 103:20-21).


Angels Image God


24 elders







  


3 Layers in Ezekiel 1


Cloud


Chariot


Man







  


Fire Imaging in Ezekiel 1


Fire


Cloud1:4


Chariot1:13-14


Man1:27


meaning:
God’s judgment


(Isa. 66:15; Ps. 97:3)







  


Imaging in Ezekiel 1


◆ 1:4 9:3-4


◆ 1:7 1:24


◆ 1:27; 8:2? 1:25,28


Cloud


Chariot


Man


Bronze Voice


meaning: firm-
ness of judgment


pronounce
judgment







  


God Centered Universe
4 living


creatures


24 elders


myriads
of angels


every creature
in heaven, earth,


under the earth, sea







  


God’s Glory in History


all 
things


spread of glory


Unstoppable.







  


God’s Glory Reflected


light kingship presence beauty







  


God’s Glory Now
● In redemption, 5:2-6
● In creation, 4:11


◆ Light
◆ Cloud
◆ Thunder 
◆ Trees (life)
◆ Houses
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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, 
this License preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for 
modifications made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be 
used for any textual work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License 
principally for works whose purpose is instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the 
conditions stated herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is 
addressed as "you". You accept the license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright 
law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within 
that overall subject. (Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any 
mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, 
commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says 
that the Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not 
allowed to be designated as Invariant. The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify 
any Invariant Sections then there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 
25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general 
public, that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) 
generic paint programs or (for drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text 
formatters or for automatic translation to a variety of formats suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an 
otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to thwart or discourage 
subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial 
amount of text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML 
or XML using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human 
modification. Examples of transparent image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary 
formats that can be read and edited only by proprietary word processors, SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or 
processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced by some word 
processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this 
License requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means 
the text near the most prominent appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses 
following text that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such 
as "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", "Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you 
modify the Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty 
Disclaimers are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other 
implication that these Warranty Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions 
whatsoever to those of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the 
copies you make or distribute. However, you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number 
of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-
Cover Texts on the front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the 
publisher of these copies. The front cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may 
add other material on the covers in addition. Copying with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the 
Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual cover, 
and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable Transparent 
copy along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general 
network-using public has access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the 
Document, free of added material. If you use the latter option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin 
distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will remain thus accessible at the stated 
location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or retailers) 
of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give 
them a chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing 
distribution and modification of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things 
in the Modified Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which 
should, if there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if 
the original publisher of that version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified 
Version, together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than 
five), unless they release you from this requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, 
authors, and publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the 
previous sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a 
network location for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version 
it refers to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant 
Sections in the Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through 
arrangements made by) any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or 
by arrangement made by the same entity you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on 
explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all 
as Invariant Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end 
of it, in parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same 
adjustment to the section titles in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections 
Entitled "Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License 
for verbatim copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's 
users beyond what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the 
other works in the aggregate which are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic 
equivalent of covers if the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole 
aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all 
Invariant Sections in addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all 
the license notices in the Document, and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this 
License and the original versions of those notices and disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original 
version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, 
parties who have received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties 
remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later 
version that has been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of 
this License, you may choose any version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







  


Structures: Main PointsStructures: Main Points
A.  Revelation is carefully and beautifully 


structured
B.  Seven cycles lead to the Second Coming


The cycles overlap one another, but later 
cycles focus more and more on the end


C.  Spiritual war: Satan and his forces fight 
against God and his people







  


Revelation is Like a Revelation is Like a 
Cathedral or a TapestryCathedral or a Tapestry







  


7 Cycles7 Cycles
1.  “What you have seen,” 1:9-20
2.  “What is,” 2:1-3:22
*3.  “What is to be,” 4:1-22:5


7 cycles of
judgment leading to 
Second Coming


culmination in new Jerusalem







  


Movement of CharactersMovement of Characters
A.  The woman-church in creation  12:1
     B.  The dragon (Satan)  12:3
          C.  The beasts  13:1-18
               D.  The virgin church  14:1-5 
                     E.  Babylon  17:1-18
                     E.  Judgment of Babylon 18
               D.  Reward of the virgin 19:1-10
          C.  Judgment of beasts  19:11-21
     B.  Judgment of the dragon  20:1-10
A.  Reward of the creation church  21:1-2







  


A.  Revelation Has Beautiful A.  Revelation Has Beautiful 
StructureStructure







  


Revelation is Like a Revelation is Like a 
Cathedral or a TapestryCathedral or a Tapestry







  


B.  Rhetorical Structure:B.  Rhetorical Structure:


Looking for the Second Coming







  


Revelation as a LetterRevelation as a Letter


I.  Prologue  1:1-3
II.  Greeting  1:4-5a
III.  Body  1:5b-22:20


A. Thanksgiving 1:5b-8
*B. Visions  1:9-22:6
C.  Exhortation 22:6-20


IV.  Closing salutation  22:21







  


Divisions in Rev. 1:19Divisions in Rev. 1:19


❑ “The things that you have 
seen,” 1:9-20


❑ “Those that are,” 2:1-3:22
❑ “Those that are to take place 


after this,” 4:1-22:5







  


Divisions in Rev. 1:19Divisions in Rev. 1:19


❑ “The things that you have 
seen,” 1:9-20


❑ “Those that are,” 2:1-3:22
❑ “Those that are to take place 


after this,” 4:1-22:5
❖ 1:19 ἃ μέλλει γενέσθαι μετὰ 


ταῦτα


❖ 4:1 ἃ δεῖ γενέσθαι μετὰ 
ταῦτα







  


Expansion of ThoughtExpansion of Thought
I.  Prologue  1:1-3
II.  Greeting  1:4-5a
III.  Body  1:5b-22:20


  A.  Thanksgiving  1:5b-8
 *B.  Visions  1:9-22:6


   1.  “The things that you have seen,”
       1:9-20


   2.  “Those that are,” 2:1-3:22
  *3.  “Those that are to take place,”


       4:1-22:5
C.  Final exhortations  22:6-20


IV.  Closing salutation  22:21







  


Developing PlotDeveloping Plot


❑ Begin with letter form and Rev. 1:19.
❑ Look for language of Second Coming.
❑ Similar language applies to earlier 


“comings.”
❑ Earlier judgments anticipate


the great judgment.
❑ Hence, Second Coming is included. 


Look for
his Coming!







  


7 Cycles7 Cycles
1.  “What you have seen,” 1:9-20
2.  “What is,” 2:1-3:22
*3.  “What is to be,” 4:1-22:5


7 cycles of
judgment leading to 
Second Coming


culmination in new Jerusalem







  


What Are the Cycles?What Are the Cycles?


1.  7 seals  4:1-8:1
2.  7 trumpets  8:2-11:19
3.  Symbolic figures  12:1-14:20
4.  7 bowls  15:1-16:21
5.  Judgment of Babylon  17:1-19:10
6.  White horse judgment  19:11-21
7.  White throne judgment  20:1-21:8


Culmination: new Jerusalem  21:9-22:5







  


Cycle 1: Rev 6:12-17Cycle 1: Rev 6:12-17
Is It the Second Coming?Is It the Second Coming?


❑ 6:12-17 based on Jesus’ Olivet discourse.
❑ ‘‘The great day of wrath,’’ (6:17) (cf. 1 


Thess. 5:2,3, Mal. 4:1, Joel 2:10,11).
❑ 7 (or 6?) nature catastrophes
❑ 7 categories of affected people
❑ “Wrath” of the Lamb
❑ Removal of sky (6:14) corresponds to 20:11.







  


All are
Second


Coming!


Second Coming in Each Second Coming in Each 
CycleCycle


2. Trumpets: 10:7, 11:15-18 (“judged”).
3. 14:14-20: “son of man” appears with ripe 


harvest.
4. Bowls: “wrath is completed,” 15:1.
5. 19:1-10:  fall of Babylon and marriage 


supper of the Lamb.
6. 19:11-21: last battle.
7.  20:11-15: Last Judgment.







  


20:11-21:8 United20:11-21:8 United


White Throne
20:11-15


New Creation
21:1-8


Promise
20:15


Punishment
20:11-14


Promise
21:1-7


Punishment
21:8







  


Starting Point of Each Starting Point of Each 
CycleCycle


1. 7 seals
2. 7 trumpets
3. 7 symbolic accounts
4. 7 bowls
5. 7 pronouncements about 


Babylon
6. white horse
7. white throne


Second Coming
of Christ


culmination







  


Overview of ProgressionOverview of Progression


❑ Commission
❑ Prosecution of war
❑ Elimination of evil


culmination in new Jerusalem







  


❑ Commission
1.  7 seals:


❑ Prosecution of war
2.  7 trumpets:
3.  7 symbolic accounts:
4.  7 bowls:


❑ Elimination of evil
5.  7 messages about Babylon:
6.  white horse:
7.  white throne:


Progression of 7 CyclesProgression of 7 Cycles


scouts


effects on earth
characters


more effects on earth


seductress
power source
all evil


culmination







  


Remembering the Cycles: Remembering the Cycles: 
JerichoJericho


❑ send spies
❑ march and blow 


trumpets
❑ keep from “devoted” 


things
❑ shout of judgment
❑ the walls fall
❑ kill (but not Rahab)
❑ dispose of the spoil
❑ construct new city


1.  7 seals
2.  7 trumpets


3.  Symbolic accounts


4.  7 bowls
5.  Words on Babylon
6.  White horse
7.  White throne


new Jerusalem


Remember!







  


Detail of Cycle 1: 7 SealsDetail of Cycle 1: 7 Seals
Cycle 1: 7 seals  5:1-8:1


Char-
acter


a.  Character: the Lamb  5:1-14


6 judgments


b.  6 judgments   6:1-17


Promise


a'.  Promise for the church  7:1-17


7th judgment
(Second Coming)


bb.  7th and final judgment  8:1







  


Detail of Cycle 2: 7 TrumpetsDetail of Cycle 2: 7 Trumpets
Cycle 2: 7 trumpets  8:2-11:19


Char-
acter


a.  Characters: 7 angels 8:2-6


6 judgments


b.  6 judgments   8:7-9:21


Promise


a'.  Promise for the church  10:1-11:14


7th judgment
(Second Coming)


bb.  7th and final judgment  11:15-19







  


Detail of Cycle 3: Symbolic Detail of Cycle 3: Symbolic 
AccountsAccounts


Cycle 3: Symbolic accounts 12:1-14:20


Char-
acter


a.  Characters: woman and dragon 12:1-6


6 judgments


b.  6 accounts  12:7-14:11


Promise


a'.  Promise for the church  14:12-13


7th judgment
(Second Coming)


bb.  7th account: final judgment  14:14-20







  


Detail of CyclesDetail of Cycles


Scene


Promise
6 judgments


7th 
judgment 
(Second 
Coming)







  


a,b,a',bb in a Larger a,b,a',bb in a Larger 
Pattern Pattern 


a,b,a',bb


A,B,A',BB


A,B,
A',BB







  


Larger Pattern of Larger Pattern of 
ContrastsContrasts


A.  Character: recompenser-creator  4:1-11
B.  6 cycles of judgment  5:1-19:21


❖Each cycle has a, b, a', bb within it.
A'.  Promise for the saints  20:1-10
BB.  7th judgment: white throne


20:11-21:8







  


Contrasts in 20:1-10Contrasts in 20:1-10


a.  Character: recompenser  20:1
b.  Preliminary judgment  20:2-3
a'.  Promise for the saints  20:4-6
bb.  Final judgment of opponents  20:7-10







  


Contrasts in 20:11-21:8Contrasts in 20:11-21:8


a.  Character: recompenser  20:11
b.  Divine judgment  20:12-15
a'.  Promise for the saints  21:1-7
bb.  Exhaustive judgment  21:8







  


Largest A,B,A',BB  PatternLargest A,B,A',BB  Pattern


I.  Introduction: participants  1:1-11
II.  Body: the message  1:12-22:5


III.  Concluding exhortations  22:6-21


 A.  The judge  1:12-20
 B.  Promises and warnings 2:1-3:22
 A'.  Judgment of the world  4:1-21:8
 BB.  Final blessing  21:9-22:5







  


Summary of A,B,A',BBSummary of A,B,A',BB


1:12-22:5 A B BBA'


B: 5:1-19:21A
A' BB1 2 3 4 5 6


etc.


a,b,a',bb a,b,a',bb a,b,a',bb







  


D.  Symbolic CharactersD.  Symbolic Characters







  


Chiasm of CharactersChiasm of Characters
A.  The woman-church in creation  12:1
     B.  The dragon (Satan)  12:3
          C.  The beasts  13:1-18
               D.  The virgin church  14:1-5 
                     E.  Babylon  17:1-18
                     E.  Judgment of Babylon 18
               D.  Reward of the virgin 19:1-10
          C.  Judgment of the beasts  19:11-21
     B.  Judgment of the dragon  20:1-10
A.  Reward of the creation church  21:1-2







Movement of CharactersMovement of Characters
A.  The woman-church in creation  12:1
      B.  The dragon (Satan)  12:3
            C.  The beasts  13:1-18
                  D.  The virgin church  14:1-5 
                        E.  Babylon  17:1-18


      E.  Judgment of Babylon  18
                  D.  Reward of the virgin  19:1-10
            C.  Judgment of beasts  19:11-21
      B.  Judgment of the dragon  20:1-10
A.  Reward of the creation church  21:1-2







  


E.   Structures with ThemesE.   Structures with Themes







  


Overview of Themes Overview of Themes 
A. The communication (seer, revelators, audience)  1:1-11
    B.  Christophany  1:12-20
        C.  Recompense to church militant  2:1-3:22
            D.  Throne vision  4:1-5:14
                E.  7 seals: rider judgments  6:1-8:1
                    F.  7 trumpets: angelic judgments  8:2-11:19
                        G.  The redeemed  12:1-6
                            H.  Deceptive opponent (Satan) 12:7-17
                                I.  Destructive opponent (Beast)  13:1-10
                            H.  Deceptive opponent (False P.) 13:11-18
                        G.  The redeemed  14:1-20
                    F.  7 bowls: angelic judgments  15:1-19:10
                E.  White horse: rider judgment  19:11-20:10
            D.  Throne vision  20:11-15
        C.  Recompense to church triumphant  21:1-8
    B.  Theophany  21:9-22:5
A.  The communication (seer, revelators, audience)  22:6-21







  


Core of the ThemesCore of the Themes


F.  7 trumpets  8:2-11:19


F.  7 bowls  15:1-19:10


G.  vision of the redeemed  12:1-6


G.  vision of the redeemed  14:1-20


H.  vision of deceiver  12:7-17


H.  vision of deceiver  13:11-18


I.  vision of destroyer  13:1-10







  


Larger Pattern of ThemesLarger Pattern of Themes
Promises of victory  1:1-5:14
     Judgments on men and nature


6:1-11:19
          Victors in strife  12:1-6
               Villains  12:7-13:18
          Victors in strife  14:1-20
     Judgments on nature and men


15:1-20:10
Enjoying the victory  20:11-22:21







  


F.  Other StructuresF.  Other Structures
❑ Parallels between the 7 trumpets and 


the 7 bowls
❑ The songs of praise, 4:8,11; 


5:8-10,11-12,13; 7:9-10,11-12, 
11:15,16-18; 15:2-4; 19:1-8.


❑ 7 letters vs. the new Jerusalem
❑ Repeated appearances of symbolic 


characters, especially the beast and 
Babylon


❑ Heptads







  


4 Trumpets and Bowls4 Trumpets and Bowls


1.  On dry land
2.  On sea
3.  On fresh water
4.  On heavenly bodies


1.  On dry land
2.  On sea
3.  On fresh water
4.  On sun


BowlsTrumpets







  


IntensificationIntensification
from Trumpets to Bowlsfrom Trumpets to Bowls


1.  1/3 of earth
2.  1/3 of sea
3.  Bitter drinking
4.  1/3 of heavenly 


bodies


1.  All land
2.  All sea
3.  Drinking blood
4.  The sun


BowlsTrumpets







  


Last 3 Trumpets and BowlsLast 3 Trumpets and Bowls


5.  On beast 
worshipers


6.  Involving 
Euphrates


7.  Reign of God; 
judgment of 
Babylon


5.  On beast 
worshipers


6.  Involving 
Euphrates


7.  Reign of God; 
judgment of 
nations


BowlsTrumpets







  


HeptadsHeptads


 1.    7 letters 1:1-3:22
     2.    7 seals  4:1-8:1
         3.    7 trumpets  8:2-11:19
             4.    7 symbols 12-14
         5.    7 bowls  15:1-16:21
      6.    7 words about Babylon  17-18
  7.    7 last things 19:1-22:21







  


7 Last Things7 Last Things


❑ Final celebration  19:1-10
❑     Final battle  19:11-21
❑     Elimination of evil  20:1-10
❑     Final judgment  20:11-15
❑ Final new universe  21:1-8
❑ Final city  21:9-27
❑ Final paradise  22:1-5


}-
} +







  


The Two CitiesThe Two Cities


❑ Interpreting angel, 17:1-3
❑ Vision of City


❖ Harlot, 17:4-18:24
❖ Bride, 19:1-8


❑ Truth, 19:9
❑ Worship God, 19:10


❑ 21:9-10
❑ 21:11-22:5


❖ Bride


❑ 22:6
❑ 22:8-9


Church militant Church triumphant







  


G.  Chronological Relation of G.  Chronological Relation of 
the Scenes of Revelationthe Scenes of Revelation







  


Basic Facts about  Basic Facts about  
Chronological RelationsChronological Relations


❑ Fluidity of language suggests multiple 
fulfillment


❑ Does Second Coming language refer to 
the Second Coming?  Yes.


❑ Hence, 7 cycles recapitulate.
❑ How?







  


Recapitulation in Recapitulation in 
HendriksenHendriksen


1.  7 seals
2.  7 trumpets
3.  7 symbolic accounts
4.  7 bowls
5.  7 messages


 about Babylon
6.  white horse
7.  white throne
     New Jerusalem


The appearing
of Christ







  


Recapitulation in PoythressRecapitulation in Poythress


1.  7 seals
2.  7 trumpets
3.  7 symbolic accounts
4.  7 bowls
5.  7 messages


   about Babylon
6.  white horse
7.  white throne
      New Jerusalem


The appearing
of Christ







  


The Nesting ApproachThe Nesting Approach


1 2 3 4 5 6 7


1 2 3 4 5 6 7


❑ 7 trumpets


1 2 3 4 5 6 7


❑ 7 bowls


❑ 7 seals







  


Nesting as RecapitulationNesting as Recapitulation


1.  7 seals
2.  7 trumpets
(3.  7 symbolic histories)
4.  7 bowls
5.  pronouncements about


Babylon
6.  white horse
7.  white throne
     New Jerusalem


The appearing
of Christ







  


Silence of 8:1 — A Blank?Silence of 8:1 — A Blank?


❑ Otherwise unknown in apocalyptic
❑ Silence to hear prayers of saints (8:3-5)


❖ Beasley-Murray


❑ Primeval silence before new creation
❖ Rissi


❑ Standing in awe of God (Hab. 2:20; Zeph. 
1:7; see also Isa. 41:1; 47:5; Zech. 2:13; 4 
Ezra 7:30-31; 2 Bar. 3:7)







  


Nesting: the FailureNesting: the Failure


❑ Rev 12-14 requires recapitulation.
❑ 8:1 is not blank.
❑ Last battle reoccurs: 20:7-9, 19:17-21, 


17:12-14, 16:12-16, 9:14, 6:15.
❑ Recapitulation, but not nesting, occurs 


elsewhere in apocalyptic:
❖ Dan 2, 7, 8, 9, 11
❖ Ezek 34, 36, 37, 40
❖ Zech 9:13-17, 10:5, 12:1-9, 14:1-5







  


  H.   ConclusionH.   Conclusion


❑ Revelation is a 
beautiful tapestry


❑ With multiple 
dimensions


❑ Interlocking
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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License 
preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual 
work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is 
instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated 
herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the 
license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. 
(Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter 
of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be designated as Invariant. 
The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the Document 
is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general public, 
that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint programs or (for 
drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation to a variety of formats 
suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to 
thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of 
text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML or XML 
using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. Examples of transparent 
image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited only by proprietary word processors, 
SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced 
by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this License 
requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the most prominent 
appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses following text 
that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", 
"Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" 
according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty Disclaimers 
are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that these Warranty 
Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those 
of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, 
you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the 
front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front 
cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying 
with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in 
other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual cover, 
and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable Transparent copy 
along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general network-using public has 
access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of added material. If you use the latter 
option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will 
remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or 
retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give them a 
chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and modification 
of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which should, if 
there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original publisher of that 
version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified Version, 
together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they release you from this 
requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and 
publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location 
for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the 
Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) 
any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity 
you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the 
old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant 
Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in 
parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles 
in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled 
"Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim 
copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond 
what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which 
are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if 
the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in 
addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, 
and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and 
disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will 
prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have 
received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has 
been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose any 
version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







A.  Counterfeiting







Satan’s Method: Rev. 13:1


◆ Dragon
◆ 7 heads
◆ 10 horns
◆ Crowns on heads


Satan Assistant


◆ Beast
◆ 7 heads
◆ 10 horns
◆ Crowns on horns


(12:3) (13:1)


◆ Pattern ◆ Reflected image







Imaging


◆ God Adam


Pattern Reflected Image


◆ Dragon Beast (Rev. 13:1)
Counterfeiting


◆ God Christ
the Father the Son (Col. 1:15)







Counterfeit Trinity


Original CounterfeitFunction


◆ Christ   executes
 the Son


◆ Spirit   witnesses


◆ Beast


◆ False Prophet


◆ The Father   originates ◆ Dragon







The Beast Counterfeits Christ


19:12 Diadems 13:1
19:11,12,16 Name 13:1
12:5,10 Power 13:2
1:18 Resurrection 13:3,12
1:6 Worship 13:4
Exo. 15:3,11-12 Praise 13:4
14:1; 7:3 Seal 13:16
5:9 Nations’ allegiance 13:7-8


Christ BeastFeature







Eschatological War


Christ Beast


Divine Holy 
Warrior (19:11-16)


Abyssal Unholy 
Warrior (13:1-8)







Lessons from Counterfeiting
◆ You are either for God or against him.
◆ Satan as a creature must imitate God (2 Cor. 


11:14).
– Danger in passing off the counterfeit
– Satan is not the Creator/Originator


◆ Repulsiveness of the counterfeit.
◆ Fit punishment for followers is to be under 


the Beast.
◆ God controls Satan and all history,


 Job 1-2; Ps. 76:10; Rom. 8:28.







B.  Satan's Role







Satan’s Repeated Pattern


◆ Satan cannot create; he must imitate.
◆ Satan always follows the same pattern.
◆ Spiritual war shows a constant pattern.
◆ Satan suffers repeated defeats.


God’s
character


Nothing
new here.


Satan’s 
Pattern







Repeated Defeat of the Dragon
◆ Exodus from Egypt.  Isa. 51:9-10; Ps. 74:13-14?
◆ Restoration from Babylon.  Isa. 51:9-11


◆ Babylon destroys Egypt.  Ezek. 29:3-6; 32:2-5
◆ Time of fulfillment.  Isa. 27:1
◆ First coming of Christ.  John 12:31; Luke 10:18; 


Rev. 12:9; Rev. 20:2?
◆ Second coming of Christ. Rev. 20:2? Rev. 20:10







Summary of Defeats


◆ Spiritual war throughout history
◆ The dragon is repeatedly defeated
◆ The pattern of defeat leads up to


his final destruction.


Repeated
defeats


Final
destruction







Application of Satan’s Defeat to Us


◆ Satan has been decisively defeated Col. 2:15, 
Rev. 12:7-12.


◆ Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection 
accomplished it, Rev. 1:18.


◆ We do not fear death, Rev. 1:18.


◆ We can endure momentary injustices.
◆ Satan’s final defeat is guaranteed, Rev. 


20:10.
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C.  Role of the Beast


Bamberg Apocalypse
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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure 
everyone the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, 
this License preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications 
made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It 
complements the GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program 
should come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be 
used for any textual work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for 
works whose purpose is instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be 
distributed under the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under 
the conditions stated herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is 
addressed as "you". You accept the license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with 
modifications and/or translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the 
publishers or authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly 
within that overall subject. (Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) 
The relationship could be a matter of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, 
ethical or political position regarding them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says 
that the Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be 
designated as Invariant. The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then there 
are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general 
public, that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint 
programs or (for drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation to 
a variety of formats suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of 
markup, has been arranged to thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not Transparent 
if used for any substantial amount of text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML or 
XML using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. Examples 
of transparent image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited only by 
proprietary word processors, SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-generated 
HTML, PostScript or PDF produced by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this 
License requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the 
most prominent appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses 
following text that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as 
"Acknowledgements", "Dedications", "Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the Document 
means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty 
Disclaimers are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that 
these Warranty Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright 
notices, and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions 
whatsoever to those of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you 
make or distribute. However, you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must 
also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the 
Document's license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: 
Front-Cover Texts on the front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the 
publisher of these copies. The front cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other 
material on the covers in addition. Copying with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy 
these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the 
actual cover, and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable Transparent 
copy along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general network-using 
public has access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of added material. If 
you use the latter option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this 
Transparent copy will remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy 
(directly or through your agents or retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give 
them a chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and 
modification of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which 
should, if there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original 
publisher of that version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified 
Version, together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they 
release you from this requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the 
terms of this License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher 
of the Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, 
authors, and publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous 
sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the 
network locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a 
network location for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers 
to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the 
substance and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not 
considered part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied 
from the Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant 
Sections in the Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--
for example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list 
of Cover Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through 
arrangements made by) any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by 
arrangement made by the same entity you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit 
permission from the previous publisher that added the old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified 
versions, provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them 
all as Invariant Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If 
there are multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end 
of it, in parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to 
the section titles in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled 
"History"; likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections 
Entitled "Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of 
this License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for 
verbatim copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this 
License into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or 
distribution medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the 
compilation's users beyond what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to 
the other works in the aggregate which are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of 
covers if the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing 
Invariant Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all 
Invariant Sections in addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the 
license notices in the Document, and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and 
the original versions of those notices and disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License 
or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title 
(section 1) will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to 
copy, modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties 
who have received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full 
compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new 
versions will be similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See 
http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this 
License "or any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any 
later version that has been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of 
this License, you may choose any version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







  


Background for Rev. 13:1-10


Beast of
Rev. 13:1-10


OT text ?







  


Daniel 7 and Rev. 13:1-10


① lion
② bear
③ leopard
④ iron teeth &


ten horns


◆ lion’s mouth
◆ bear’s feet
◆ leopard
◆ 10 horns


Daniel 7 Revelation 13


Composite horror


}







  


Beast as Demonized State


Beast (Rev. 13:1-8)


4 beasts (Dan. 7)


4 idol kingdoms
(Dan. 2)


Last of the 4
is Rome


Roman Emperor
demands worship







  


Satan’s Counterfeit “Son”


◆ Rev. 12:13-17: 
Satan cannot 
defeat the 
church by deceit 
alone.


◆ Rev. 13:1,2,4:   
he creates a   
monster in   his 
image.


Church
witness


Satan’s
deceit


Dragon Beast







  


Repeated Manifestations


◆ Satan has repeated defeats (pattern or 
war)


◆ The Beast can have
– repeated manifestations
– and repeated defeats.


Satan Beast
Image


forces


Like father,
like son.







  


Four Views of the Beast


◆ Roman persecution
◆ Final persecution
◆ Persecution NOW,


2 Tim. 3:1,12
◆ Repeated 


persecution


1.  Roman Empire
2.  Final Crisis
3.  Church History


4.  Repeated 
Pattern







  


Persecution Now


But understand this, that in the last days 
there will come times of difficulty.  For 
people will be lovers of self, lovers of 
money, proud, arrogant, abusive, ... 
  --2 Tim. 3:1-2


Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life 
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
   --2 Tim. 3:12







  


Repeated Wickedness


already yet to come


◆ 2 Thess. 2:8◆ 2 Thess. 2:7


◆ restrained
   mystery


◆ unrestrained,
   revealed


◆ “mystery of
   lawlessness”


◆ “man of
   lawlessness”







  


Modern Totalitarian Dream


State


good
citizen


submit


tribereligion personal goals







  


Christian Loyalties


GOD


model
Christian


exhaustive
submission


tribe
personal 
goals


familystate international
church







  


D.  The False Prophet







  


Two Monsters


Rev. 13:1-10 Rev. 13:11-18


Called
“The Beast”


Called
“The False Prophet”


Note Rev. 16:13; 19:20; 20:10.


A beast
from the sea


A beast
from the earth







  


The False Prophet


◆ False Prophet assists the Beast.
◆ He promotes worship of the Beast, 


13:12-15.


◆ He counterfeits the Holy Spirit.







  


False Prophet as Counterfeit


◆ Promotes worship 
of Christ


◆ Leads into truth
◆ Works miracles
◆ Exercises authority 


of Christ


◆ Promotes worship of 
the Beast


◆ Deceives
◆ Counterfeit miracles
◆ Exercises authority 


of the Beast


Holy Spirit False Prophet







  


Counterfeit Trinity


◆ Dragon
◆ Beast


◆ False Prophet


◆ The Father   originates
◆ Christ   executes


 the Son
◆ Spirit   witnesses


Original CounterfeitFunction







E.  The Prostitute


West Flemish Apocalypse







  


Two Opponents


Who will defeat God's people
for me?


I will
I will







  


Strategy of Opposition


How?


Persecution!
Seduction with
money and sex!







  


Response to Opposition
Calling of the church:


Opposition:


Persecuting power
of the Beast


Seductive luxury
of the Prostitute


Light-bearing
Witness


Endurance
(13:10)


Virgin
purity


Separation
(18:4)







  


Prostitute Depends on Beast


◆ Prostitute sits on the Beast (Rev 17).


◆ Beast and Prostitute go together.


◆ Fourfold manifestations of the Beast lead 
to fourfold manifestations of the 
Prostitute


Beast Prostitute







  


Beast and Prostitute


◆ Roman seduction
◆ Final seduction
◆ Seduction NOW
◆ Repeated seduction


◆ Roman persecution
◆ Final persecution
◆ Persecution NOW
◆ Repeated 


persecution


Beast Prostitute







  


Fourfold Work of Prostitute
◆ Jezebel (2:20-23) 
◆ 2 Thess. 2:10-11
◆ Compromise with 


worldliness:
– money
– sex


◆ Dan. 7 spans this age


◆ Roman seduction
◆ Final seduction
◆ Seduction NOW


◆ Repeated 
seduction







  


F.  Levels of Application







  


Idols Worldwide


Beast


Prostitute


◆ Totalitarian Power
– Communism


◆ Immoral Pleasure
– Corrupt business
– Corrupt sexuality


◆ PropagandaFalse
Prophet







  


Revealing Contrasts


◆ False religion
◆ Human autonomy


◆ Liberation
◆ Salvation through 


technique and state
◆ Integrate native 


religions
◆ Money, pleasure


◆ God vs. Satan:
Transcendence


◆ Christ vs. Beast:
Power


◆ Bride vs. Harlot:
Worship







  


Forms of Idolatry


◆ Literal: Worship of Caesar or  Artemis
◆ Blatant:Devotion to power or money
◆ Subtle: “Christian” compromises
◆ Universal: Root motivations







  


Idols in USA


Beast


Prostitute


◆ Power
– State


False
Prophet


◆ Pleasure
– Leisure


◆ Propaganda
– Education
– Media







  


Cooperative Evil (17:3,7)


Beast Prostitute


= statist
idol


= pleasure
idol


Power for maintenance


Justification,
motivation


False Prophet rationalizes (13:12-17)







  


Blatant and Subtle Idolatry


◆ Statism


Beast Prostitute


◆ Money, sex


◆ Manipulation
–Pressuring
–Pleasing man


◆ Fantasizing
–Being rich
–Sexual flirtation


It's tempting.







  


Money as Subtle Idol


◆ After a tithe, greed.  It’s MINE.
◆ Or monk’s poverty.
◆ Or self-righteous simple life-style.
◆ Or Marxism (let experts do it for me).







  


Sex as Subtle Idol


◆ Promiscuity: “if it feels good, do it.”
◆ Selfishness within legal boundaries
◆ Monk’s celibacy
◆ Prudery: despising the body
◆ Feminism (let experts do it for me).







  


Universal Idolatry


◆ Fear Lustful desire
◆ Passive, Active,


retreating advancing
◆ Avoid pain Get pleasure
◆ At any cost At any cost
◆ For ME For ME


Beast Prostitute







  


Solution for Idolatry
◆ Worship God (4)
◆ True redemption


in the Lamb (5)
◆ God’s Throne (22:1; 4:2)
◆ God’s Wealth (21:21; 4:3)
◆ God’s Marriage (19:7; 


21:9)


False True


◆ Worship Satan
◆ Deceptive 


redemptions
◆ Fear false power
◆ Lust for money
◆ Lust for sex


replaced by







  


Destruction of Idols


◆ God judges 
idols, 15:1. God Beast


Beast Prostitute◆ Idols 
   destroy
   idolaters,
   17:16-17.


Hallelujah!







  


Examples of Self-Destruction


◆ Statism consumes wealth 
(communism).


◆ Self-pity needs suffering.
◆ Self-righteousness is self-willed.
◆ Self-love repels would-be lovers.
◆ God will purify you to the utmost.







  


G.  Truth and Error







  


False Ideas


Spirit of truth False Prophetaped


a truth a half truth


persuasive
sounding


persuasive
sounding


error as
distortion







  


Counterfeit Ideas


◆ False ideas are counterfeits
◆ Institutionalized
◆ Containing enough truth to be 


plausible
◆ Containing spiritual poison
◆ Originating in Satanic deceit
◆ Useful for Christians?







  


Bad Reactions to Counterfeits


◆ Pure rejection


◆ Pure acceptance







  


Using Counterfeit Ideas


◆ Extract the truth
◆ Set in a Christian context
◆ But will we fall prey to deceit?
◆ The importance of spiritual discernment 


in scholarship and cultural analysis
◆ Revelation as promoting discernment
◆ Ultimate failure of the deceit







  


Features of Spiritual War


◆ War is central in Rev 6-20
◆ God wars against Satan
◆ Cosmic dimension
◆ Moral antithesis
◆ Satan is dependent
◆ Satan counterfeits







  


Fourfold Manifestation


◆ Fourfold pattern


◆ Look for state 
persecution
(cf. Dan. 7)


Revelation Rev. 13


Dan. 7 Rev. 13
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Interpreting Revelation


Vern Sheridan Poythress
Westminster Theological Seminary







  


Issues in Interpretation: Basic Points


l A.  Four Major Schools of Interpretation
l B.  Symbolism Is Multifaceted
l C.  See a Fourfold Fulfillment of the 


Symbols in Revelation







  


Summary of Views


l Roman
   Empire
l Final
   Crisis
l Church
   History
l Repeated
   Pattern







  


God-Centered Symbolism


God
God in theophany is rich, 
multifaceted, 
nonexhaustible, 
Trinitarian.


Symbolism of 
Revelation is 
multifaceted.







  


Starting with Repeated Pattern


Symbol


General 
principle


Embodied in other approaches


NOW







  


A.  Four Major Views about 
Interpretation







  


Why Look at Others’ Views?


l Learn from others.
l Don’t blindly adopt an approach.
l Choice of view affects interpretation 


of all of Revelation.
l No one view fits all the Scripture. 







  


Time of Fulfillment


When is the primary fulfillment?


First  Coming Second  Coming


?


l The four views differ about the primary 
time of fulfillment of Revelation.







  


Roman Empire View (Preterist)


l Beckwith (pp. 334-35): “the book [is] 
fulfilled in the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the fall of the Roman 
Empire.”


All in
the past.


primary fulfillment







  


Final Crisis View (Futurist)


l Fulfillment occurs in the events of the 
final crisis immediately preceding the 
Second Coming.


All in the
future.







  


Church History View (Historicist)


l Morris (p. 17): “setting out … the history 
of western Europe … until the second 
coming of Christ.”


l Rev 6-19 is in chronological order.







  


Repeated Pattern View (Idealist)


l Tenney (p. 143): “… represents the 
eternal conflict of good and evil which 
persists in every age.”







  


Summary of Views


l Roman
   Empire
l Final
   Crisis
l Church
   History
l Repeated
   Pattern







  


B.  How the Four Major Views 
Work in Practice







  


Interpreting Rev 13:1-8 (Beast)


l Roman 
Emperor/Empire


l Final Antichrist
l The Pope
l Persecuting dominion 


wherever it appears


l Roman 
Empire


l Final Crisis
l Church 


History
l Repeated 


Pattern







  


Locusts of Rev. 9:1-11


l Roman decadence


l Future locusts; or evil 
powers


l Islamic invasion


l Roman 
Empire


l Final Crisis


l Church 
History


l Repeated 
Pattern







  


Interpreting Rev 9:1-11 (cont.)


l Islamic invasion
n crowns
nwomen’s hair
n five months


l Church History


150 years


Mohammed opens
his mission


612 762


Caliphate to
Baghdad







  


Interpreting Rev. 9:1-11 (cont.)


l Roman decadence


l Future locusts; or evil 
powers


l Islamic invasion


l Roman 
Empire


l Final Crisis


l Church 
History


l Repeated 
Pattern


l Powers of evil in the 
wicked at all times







  


Strengths of Different Views


l Relevance to 7 churches.


l Climax at Second Coming 
(22:20; 19:11-21).


l Draw a line between the two 
dates.


l Seize common principle; 
Satan as unoriginal.


l Roman 
Empire


l Final Crisis


l Church 
History


l Repeated 
Pattern







  


Transition from Roman Empire to 
Final Crisis View


l Add a second fulfillment







  


Transition from Church History 
to Final Crisis View


l Compress the time line







  


Transition from Repeated Pattern 
to Another View


l Find a primary fulfillment of the 
pattern







  


C.  Evaluating the Views







  


God-Centered Symbolism


God
God in theophany is rich, 
multifaceted, 
nonexhaustible, 
Trinitarian.


Symbolism of 
Revelation is 
multifaceted.







  


Schools’ Decoding is Inadequate


Beast Roman Emperor


Beast Future Antichrist


Beast Pope


Beast
Idolatrous


Government







  


D.  A Positive Approach







  


Attractions of the Schools


RP


CH


FC


RE I’m not sure.
They all look good.


Insightful!







  


God Is Involved with Us


l God loves 7 churches.
l God will come.
l God loves us NOW.
l God is the same at all 


times.


l Roman Empire
l Final Crisis
l Application NOW
l Repeated


God is
central.







  


Satan’s Repeated Pattern


l Satan as a creature must imitate God; he 
cannot create anything new.


l Since God is the same, Satanic counterfeiting 
is the same for all times.


l Spiritual war shows a constant pattern.
l Satan suffers repeated defeats.


God’s
character


Nothing
new here.


Satan’s 
Pattern







  


Some Truth in All Four


l God is always the same.
l God rules all history.
l Spiritual warfare  is always the same.


All apply the
same spiritual


principles.


RPCHFCRE







  


Evidence for Multiple Fulfillment


l Flexible imagery
l Availability of images to people in all 


times
l Internal evidence pointing in more 


than one direction
l Necessity of repeating counterfeiting







  


Starting with Repeated Pattern


Symbol


General 
principle


Embodied in other approaches


NOW







  


Fourfold Interpretation


l First century embodiment
l Final embodiment
l Embodiment NOW
l A general principle


represents


l Roman
l Final
l Church 
l Repeated


A Symbol







  


E.  Insight of Roman Empire 
View







  


Evidence for Roman View


l Rev. 2-3.
l General principle of relevance to 


original audience.
l Nearness of the “time,” 1:1, 3; 22:10.







  


F.  Insight of Final Crisis View







  


The Endpoint of Fulfillment


l Endpoint when Christ comes, 22:12, 
20.


l For NT church, the Second Coming is 
next on the “calendar,” 2 Thess. 1-2.


l 22:10 is prayer associated with Second 
Coming (cf. 1 Cor. 16:22).







  


Does Revelation Focus on an 
Earlier “Coming”?


l Rev. 2:5; 2:16; 3:11 speak of Christ 
“coming”


l He judges the churches, short of final 
judgment


l This context qualifies 2:5, etc., but not 
1:7; 2:12-17; 11:18; 22:7, 20; etc.


l Rev. as a whole offers a cosmic 
context. 







  


Nearness of Second Coming


l Preliminary judgments foreshadow the 
climactic judgment.


l Nearness is “structural”: 1 John 2:18.







  


Nearness


One
Antichrist


Many
antichrists







  


G.  Insight of Repeated Pattern 
View







  


Universal Revelance


l Revelation is canon, relevant to now (2 
Tim. 3:17).


l Addresses servants of God, 1:1; 22:6, 18.


l “he who has an ear,” 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 
22.


l Pattern of spiritual war is constant.
l Flexible symbolism.
l Rev. 1:1 references Dan. 2:45.







  


Dan. 2:45 and Rev. 1:1; 4:1


l What?  The 
eschatological 
kingdom of God.


l OT eschatological
   prophecy, in the
   process of realiz-
   ation (inaugurated
   eschatology)


“what must take
place” aÁ deiÍ gene/sqai 
meta\ tau=ta (Rev. 4:1)


aÁ deiÍ gene/sqai 
meta\ tau=ta (Dan. 
2:45 Theodotion)







  


Daniel and John


Daniel


Eschatological
fulfillment


LXX: “in
the last days”


John
“soon”
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Theophany: Basic Points


l A.  God’s glory is reflected in creation
l B.  God’s glory is the source for the plan 


of Revelation
l C.  Interpret the symbols of Revelation 


recognizing that God is at the center







  


l 24 thrones image one throne (Rev. 4:4).
l Angels are “sons of God” (Job 1:6; 


2:1).
l They execute God’s decrees (Isa. 6:6-7; 


Ezek. 9:4; 10:2; Ps. 103:20-21).


Angels Image God


24 elders







  


God’s Glory Reflected


light kingship presence beauty







  


7 Cycles Follow Reflection


God;
Lamb


7 angels
in court


cosmic
theater


church;
false church


temple


5:1; 6:11 8:22 12:1-33


15:5-8


4


17:1-19:10


5
last


Adam
19:11


God &
man


6
reigning
saints 20:4


7







  


God’s Mystery Reflected in 
Symbols


God’s Trinitarian nature


God’s appearing in Rev.


God’s surroundings


all of Revelation







  


A.  Theophany in General







  


Definition of Theophany


l More than one definition is possible.
l I want a broad definition.
l “An encounter with divine presence 


accompanied by extraordinary 
manifestation or display mediating that 
presence.”


l Include veiled or elusive manifestations.







  


Theophany in Spiritual 
Growth


l Know God as revealed in Rev.
l 2 Cor. 3:18 applies theophanic language 


to the heart of Christian experience.
l Growth in Christ is unbounded, Eph. 


3:18-19.


theophany
in Christ


transformation of
believers in Christ


Inexhaustible.







  


Theophany in Revelation
Christophany in 1:12-20


Theophany in 4:1-5:14


Empowers judgments 6:1-22:5


1:12-22:5 as a whole







  


B.  Imaging in Theophanies







  


l 24 thrones image one throne (Rev. 4:4).
l Angels are “sons of God” (Job 1:6; 


2:1).
l They execute God’s decrees (Isa. 6:6-7; 


Ezek. 9:4; 10:2; Ps. 103:20-21).


Angels Image God


24 elders







  


3 Layers in Ezekiel 1


Cloud


Chariot


Man







  


Fire Imaging in Ezekiel 1


Fire


Cloud1:4


Chariot1:13-14


Man1:27


meaning:
God’s judgment


(Isa. 66:15; Ps. 97:3)







  


Imaging in Ezekiel 1


l 1:4 9:3-4


l 1:7 1:24


l 1:27; 8:2? 1:25,28


Cloud


Chariot


Man


Bronze Voice


meaning: firm-
ness of judgment


pronounce
judgment







  


Inner Meaning of
Man Theophany


Cloud
Chariot


Man


Attributes
Trinity


deep







  


l Eyes


l Ears
l Arm
l Hand
l Feet
l Face
l Nostrils
l Mouth


Attributes in Human Form
l Knowledge, Prov. 15:3; 2 Chron. 


16:9; Ps. 80:14; Jer. 32:19; Ps. 11:4.
l Answering prayer, Ps. 34:15.
l Power, Luke 1:51; Ps. 44:3.
l Care, Isa. 49:2; Ezek. 8:1; 37:1.
l Dominion, Isa. 60:13; 63:3.
l Presence, Exod. 33:9-11, 18-23.
l Wrath, Ps. 18:15, 8.
l Articulate speech.







  


Attributes and Spirit
l Ps. 139:7; 51:11; Ezek. 39:29
l Rev. 5:6; 1:4-5.
l Ezek. 8:1 vs. 11:5.
l Luke 11:20 vs. Matt. 12:28; 2 Cor. 


3:3.
l Ps. 18:15; Ezek. 37 (Ps. 104:3)
l Luke 1:35.
l Exod. 14:24; 15:6, 8, 12; Isa. 


63:10-14.


l Face
l Eyes
l Hand
l Finger


l Breath
l Power
l Many







  


Attributes and Trinity


Individual
attributes


Holy
Spirit


Whole human
figure


Christ
Incarnate







  


C.   Lessons from Theophany







  


God Centered Universe
4 living


creatures


24 elders


myriads
of angels


every creature
in heaven, earth,


under the earth, sea







  


God’s Glory in History


all 
things


spread of glory


Unstoppable.







  


God’s Glory Copied


literal
human king


God as merely
metaphorical


King


reality


original
King


copy
king


man-centered
thinking







  


God’s Glory Reflected


light kingship presence beauty







  


God’s Glory Now
l In redemption, 5:2-6
l In creation, 4:11


u Light
u Cloud
u Thunder 
u Trees (life)
u Houses







  


God’s Mystery Reflected in 
Symbols


God’s Trinitarian nature


God’s appearing in Rev.


God’s surroundings


all of Revelation







  


Evangelism from Theophany


l Don Richardson, Peace Child, illustrates 
the challenges.


l You may start from general revelation, 
water, trees, the sun, marriage, power 
(kingship).







  


Worship from Theophany


Seeing God in majesty


Praise


4:8


Awe


1:17


Imitation


2 Cor. 3:18







  


D.  Imaging and Spatial 
Structure







  


Kingship Reflected


God angelic
court


heaven
and earth


image


Adam other
people


earth


Eden







  


Presence Reflected
God


indwelling
angelic
court


heaven
and earth


you church


image


kingdom/
temple


1:14 4:4 5:13


11:191:12-133:20







  


Beauty Reflected


God
angelic
court


heaven
and earth


you church


Rev. 4:3; 
splendor


Ezek. 1:16 Rev. 
21:19-21


kingdom


Rev. 
21:19-21


Isa. 61:10; 
62:3


Exod. 
28:15-21







  


E.   Spatial Structures in 
Revelation







  


7 Cycles Follow Reflection


God;
Lamb


7 angels
in court


cosmic
theater


church;
false church


temple


5:1; 6:11 8:22 12:1-33


15:5-8


4


17:1-19:10


5
last


Adam
19:11


God &
man


6
reigning
saints 20:4


7







  


Final Reflection: New 
Jerusalem


7 angels
in court


cosmic
theater


last
Adam


church;
false church


temple


God &
man


1 2 3


45


6
reigning
saints


7


God;
Lamb


God


8


new Jerusalem







  


H. The Lamb and the Scroll







  


God’s Scroll
l Heavenly books contain God’s plans, 


Dan. 10:21; 12:4, 9; (8:26)
Heavenly


scene
Heavenly


books


Universal
context


Plan for
history


sealed =
inaccessible


Who can bring God’s plan to realization?







  


The Lamb’s Ability (5:5-6)


l Lion, Root of David


l Lamb


l Slain


l With Spirit


able


Yes!







3T7Millennium.pdf


  


The MillenniumThe Millennium
and Revelation 20:1-10and Revelation 20:1-10


Victory through Perseverance
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 Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this 
document under the terms of the GNU Free Documentation License, 
Version 1.2 or any later version published by the Free Software 
Foundation; with no Invariant Sections, no Front-Cover Texts, and 
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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License 
preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual 
work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is 
instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated 
herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the 
license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. 
(Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter 
of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding 
them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be designated as Invariant. 
The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the Document 
is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general public, 
that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint programs or (for 
drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation to a variety of formats 
suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to 
thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of 
text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML or XML 
using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. Examples of transparent 
image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited only by proprietary word processors, 
SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced 
by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this License 
requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the most prominent 
appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses following text 
that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", 
"Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" 
according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty Disclaimers 
are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that these Warranty 
Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those 
of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, 
you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the 
front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front 
cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying 
with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in 
other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual cover, 
and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable Transparent copy 
along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general network-using public has 
access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of added material. If you use the latter 
option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will 
remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or 
retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give them a 
chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and modification 
of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which should, if 
there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original publisher of that 
version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified Version, 
together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they release you from this 
requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and 
publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location 
for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the 
Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) 
any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity 
you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the 
old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant 
Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in 
parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles 
in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled 
"Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim 
copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond 
what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which 
are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if 
the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in 
addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, 
and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and 
disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will 
prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have 
received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has 
been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose 
any version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







  


The Millennium: Basic PointsThe Millennium: Basic Points


◆   A.  There are Three Millennial 
Positions


◆   B.  Each Have Some Strengths
◆   C.  2 Thess 1:5-10 favors 


amillennialism
◆   D.  Revelation 20:1-10 recapitulates
◆   E.  The First Resurrection is 


spiritual, when Christians go to be 
with the Lord







  


Millennial PositionsMillennial Positions


Today GoldSilver


Today Gold


GoldSilver


u Premil


u Postmil


u Amil


Today







  


Lessons from the PositionsLessons from the Positions


◆ Christ is larger than now;
long for Second Coming


◆ Christ reigns now; therefore 
we are optimistic.


◆ Christ reigns now.


◆ Premil


◆ Postmil


◆ Amil


They all
sound good.







  


A Third Group in 2 Thess 1?A Third Group in 2 Thess 1?


Unbelievers
are troubled


Believers
have relief


◆ = Resurrection 
glory


◆ = Punishment in 
hell


Who will populate
a millennium??







  


Manner of RecapitulationManner of Recapitulation


Today Gold


19:11-21
last


battle


last
battle


20:1-6, 7-10
1000 years


triumph by faith







  


The First ResurrectionThe First Resurrection


First death


Body


Second death


Spiritual
Second


resurrection


?


Body
Paradoxical: with 


bodily resurrection


First resurrection


Spiritual
Paradoxical: with 


bodily death







  


A.  Millennial PositionsA.  Millennial Positions







  


The IssuesThe Issues


◆ Involving many texts


◆ No, some biblical texts 
appear to support each 
position.


◆ Fulfillment of OT 
prophecy


◆ Dispute just on 
Rev 20?


◆ Ignore wrong 
views?


◆ Central issue?







  


OT Eschatological ProphecyOT Eschatological Prophecy


Isaiah 65:17-25 When is it 
fulfilled?


?
Today Consummation


? Another
Time?


A big, tough
question.
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Dating the Silver AgeDating the Silver Age
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Dating the Silver AgeDating the Silver Age
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Origin of Term “Millennium”Origin of Term “Millennium”


◆ Rev 20:2-7 speaks of 
“1000 years.”


Rev. 20:2-7


1000 years ◆ “1000 years” in Latin is 
“millennium.”


millennium ◆ The 1000 years may be a 
silver age.


silver age ◆ Premillennial indicates 
the Second Coming is 
before Silver.date Coming







  


PremillennialismPremillennialism


Today GoldSilver


Isa. 65:17:
Second Coming
and beginning
of prosperity


Isa. 65:20-25:
Age of


prosperity


Isa. 66:24:
Final end
of all evil







  


Support for PremillennialismSupport for Premillennialism


Today GoldSilver


Zech. 14:1-5:
Second Coming


Zech. 14:8-9:
renewal of earth


Zech. 14:16-19:
some evil left







  


PostmillennialismPostmillennialism


Today GoldSilver


Isa. 65:17:
Gradual beginning


of prosperity


Isa. 65:20-25:
Age of


prosperity


Second
Coming







  


Support for PostmillennialismSupport for Postmillennialism


GoldSilverToday


Mark 4:31:
Small
start


Mark 4:32:
Gradual
growth


Mark 4:32:
Full


endpoint


Mark 4:29:
Second
Coming


as harvest







  


No Silver AgeNo Silver Age


Today’s 
Age


Second 
ComingFirst Coming


GOLDEN
Age


= Age of Triumph 
of Faith







  


AmillennialismAmillennialism


Today Gold


Simple.







  


Two-Stage FulfillmentTwo-Stage Fulfillment


Today’s 
Age


GOLDEN
Age


Isa 65:17-25


Isa. 65:17, “new heaven and new earth,” 
already points to the golden age.


Preliminary
Final







  


Support for AmillennialismSupport for Amillennialism


Today’s 
Age


GOLDEN
Age


2 Pet. 3:3:
continued
scoffing


2 Pet. 3:4:
Second
Coming


2 Pet. 3:10-13:
new heaven


and earth







  


Millennial PositionsMillennial Positions


Today GoldSilver


Today Gold


GoldSilver


◆ Premil


◆ Postmil


◆ Amil


Today







  


Two PremillennialismsTwo Premillennialisms


Today GoldSilver


◆ Classic premillennialism


◆ Dispensational premillennialism


Today GoldSilver
Tribu-
lation


7 years







  


Dispensational Dispensational 
PremillennialismPremillennialism


Today GoldSilver
Tribu-
lation


7 years


(Church age)
Jewish


Jewish


Rap
tu


re


1 Thess. 4:15-17 1 Thess. 5:3 2 Thess. 1:7-9







  


Agreements and DisagreementsAgreements and Disagreements
◆ Christ will appear
◆ He will reign
◆ A new world


◆ What is next after his 
appearing?


◆ What  is just before his 
appearing?


◆ Order of events
◆ Three main positions: 


premillennialism,
postmillennialism,
amillennialism


Some things
are sure.







  


Strongest Arguments for the Strongest Arguments for the 
Millennial PositionsMillennial Positions


◆ Zechariah 14
◆ Parables of growth
◆ 2 Thessalonians 1


◆ Premil
◆ Postmil
◆ Amil







  


Lessons from the PositionsLessons from the Positions


◆ Christ is larger than now;
long for Second Coming


◆ Christ reigns now; therefore 
we are optimistic.


◆ Christ reigns now.


◆ Premil


◆ Postmil


◆ Amil


They all 
sound good.







  


B.   Revelation 20:1-10B.   Revelation 20:1-10







  


Favorite Passages for MillenniumFavorite Passages for Millennium


Premillennialists:


Rev. 20:1-10
as favorite


It appears to
describe a
silver age.


Amillennialists:


John 5:28-29;
2 Pet. 3:7
as favorite


General judgment
moves from this age


directly to golden age.







  


Premil points from Rev. 20:1-10Premil points from Rev. 20:1-10


◆ Chronological order (from 19:11 to 
20:15)


◆ The first resurrection (20:4-6)
◆ Binding of Satan (20:2)
◆ Straightforward reading







  


Reply to Premil PointsReply to Premil Points


◆ Recapitulation
◆ Disembodied existence 


(20:4; cf. Rev. 6:9)?
◆ Not material chain.


See Rev. 12:7-9, Luke 
10:18, 11:20-22; Jude 6.


◆ Already/yet-to-come


◆ Chronology
◆ First resurrection


◆ Binding of Satan


◆ Straightforward







  


C.  Chronological OrderC.  Chronological Order


in Rev. 19:11-20:15







  


Premils’ View of Order of Premils’ View of Order of 
EventsEvents


19:11-21 20:1-10 20:11-15 21:1-22:5


Last
battle;


Second
Coming


Reign of
1000
years


Last
Judgment


New
World


Events in 
succession


Events in 
succession







  


20:1-10


View 20:1-10 as View 20:1-10 as 
RecapitulationRecapitulation


19:11-21 20:11-15


Last
battle;


Second
Coming


Last
Judgment


21:1-22:5


New
World


Reign of
1000
years


1000
years
Last


Battle


20:1-6


20:7-10


Cycling through the 
same period







  


Manner of RecapitulationManner of Recapitulation


Today Gold


19:11-21
last


battle


last
battle


20:1-6, 7-10
1000 years


triumph by faith







  


  Evidence for Recapitulation Evidence for Recapitulation 
in Rev. 20in Rev. 20


◆ Nations of 20:3 perished in 19:19-21.
◆ Vanishing sky in 6:14 same as 20:11.
◆ In 15:1 the bowls include all wrath, thus 


including the wrath of 20:9-10.
◆ The final battle occurs in 16:14,16; 17:13-14; 


19:19-21; 20:7-10.
◆ Imagery from Ezekiel 38-39 occurs in both 


19:11-21 and 20:7-10.







  


D.   The First ResurrectionD.   The First Resurrection







  


First and LastFirst and Last


◆ New heaven and earth are last.
◆ 22:1-5 returns us to Eden.
◆ 19:5-8 returns to an Edenic marriage.
◆ “First” and “second” in 20:1-15 match this 


theme.
◆ “Second death” in 20:14-15 is last.


Rev 20-22 concerns first and last things:







  


First and Second in Rev First and Second in Rev 
20:1-1020:1-10


First death


Second death


◆ First is Preliminary:
◆ Luke 18:30; Matt 12:32


◆ Bodily death


◆ Second is Final:
◆ 1 Cor 15:45; Heb 9:28


◆ Spiritual
◆ With bodily resurrection







  


Contrasts in Rev 20:1-10Contrasts in Rev 20:1-10


First death


Body


Second death


Spiritual


Second
resurrection


Body
Paradoxical: with 
bodily resurrection


First
resurrection


?


Prelim-
inary:


Final:







  


The First ResurrectionThe First Resurrection


First death


Body


Second death


Spiritual
Second


resurrection


?


Body
Paradoxical: with 


bodily resurrection


First resurrection


Spiritual
Paradoxical: with 


bodily death







  


Practical QuestionPractical Question
for Rev 20:1-10for Rev 20:1-10


◆ Martyrdom threatens the church.
◆ Persecutors eliminate martyrs.
◆ Do persecutors win?


We need
reassurance.







  


Exhortation from Rev 20:1-10Exhortation from Rev 20:1-10


◆ Christ is the pattern. Christ
raised◆ Martyrdom leads to 


victorious resurrection.
◆ Rev 20:1-10 applies the 


pattern to Christians.
Christians


raised


◆in Christ


◆ Message: victory 
through
perseverance in Christ.







  


    E.  AttitudesE.  Attitudes


◆ God is more interested in major 
biblical teachings.


◆ “ The haughtiness of man shall be 
humbled, and the pride of men shall 
be brought low;
and the LORD alone
will be exalted in
that day,” Isa 2:17.


God is
wiser than I.
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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License 
preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual 
work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is 
instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated 
herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the 
license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. 
(Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter 
of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding 
them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be designated as Invariant. 
The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the Document 
is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general public, 
that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint programs or (for 
drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation to a variety of formats 
suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to 
thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of 
text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML or XML 
using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. Examples of transparent 
image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited only by proprietary word processors, 
SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced 
by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this License 
requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the most prominent 
appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses following text 
that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", 
"Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" 
according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty Disclaimers 
are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that these Warranty 
Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those 
of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, 
you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the 
front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front 
cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying 
with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in 
other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual cover, 
and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable Transparent copy 
along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general network-using public has 
access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of added material. If you use the latter 
option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will 
remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or 
retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give them a 
chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and modification 
of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which should, if 
there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original publisher of that 
version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified Version, 
together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they release you from this 
requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and 
publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location 
for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the 
Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) 
any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity 
you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the 
old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant 
Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in 
parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles 
in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled 
"Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim 
copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond 
what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which 
are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if 
the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in 
addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, 
and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and 
disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will 
prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have 
received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has 
been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose 
any version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







  


◆ Commission
1.  7 seals:


◆ Prosecution of war
2.  7 trumpets:
3.  7 symbolic accounts:
4.  7 bowls:


◆ Elimination of evil
5.  7 messages about Babylon:
6.  white horse:
7.  white throne:


Progression of 7 CyclesProgression of 7 Cycles


scouts


effects on earth
characters


more effects on earth


seductress
power source


all evil
culmination







  


A.  Millennial PositionsA.  Millennial Positions







  


The IssuesThe Issues


◆ Involving many texts


◆ No, some biblical texts 
appear to support each 
position.


◆ Fulfillment of OT 
prophecy


◆ Dispute just on 
Rev 20?


◆ Ignore wrong 
views?


◆ Central issue?







  


OT Eschatological ProphecyOT Eschatological Prophecy


Isaiah 65:17-25 When is it 
fulfilled?


?
Today Consummation


? Another
Time?


A big, tough
question.







  


A Silver AgeA Silver Age


Today’s
Age


GOLDEN
Age


BetterBetter


SILVER
Age







  


Dating the Silver AgeDating the Silver Age


Today’s
Age


GOLDEN
Age


SILVER
Age


Second 
ComingFirst Coming


Dating 1 Dating 2







  


Origin of Term “Millennium”Origin of Term “Millennium”


◆ Rev 20:2-7 speaks of 
“1000 years.”


Rev. 20:2-7


1000 years ◆ “1000 years” in Latin is 
“millennium.”


millennium ◆ The 1000 years may be a 
silver age.


silver age ◆ Premillennial indicates 
the Second Coming is 
before Silver.date Coming







  


PremillennialismPremillennialism


Today GoldSilver


Isa. 65:17:
Second Coming
and beginning
of prosperity


Isa. 65:20-25:
Age of


prosperity


Isa. 66:24:
Final end
of all evil







  


Support for PremillennialismSupport for Premillennialism


Today GoldSilver


Zech. 14:1-5:
Second Coming


Zech. 14:8-9:
renewal of earth


Zech. 14:16-19:
some evil left







  


PostmillennialismPostmillennialism


Today GoldSilver


Isa. 65:17:
Gradual beginning


of prosperity


Isa. 65:20-25:
Age of


prosperity


Second
Coming







  


Support for PostmillennialismSupport for Postmillennialism


GoldSilverToday


Mark 4:31:
Small
start


Mark 4:32:
Gradual
growth


Mark 4:32:
Full


endpoint


Mark 4:29:
Second
Coming


as harvest







  


No Silver AgeNo Silver Age


Today’s 
Age


Second 
ComingFirst Coming


GOLDEN
Age


= Age of Triumph 
of Faith







  


AmillennialismAmillennialism


Today Gold


Simple.







  


Two-Stage FulfillmentTwo-Stage Fulfillment


Today’s 
Age


GOLDEN
Age


Isa 65:17-25


Isa. 65:17, “new heaven and new earth,” 
already points to the golden age.


Preliminary
Final







  


Support for AmillennialismSupport for Amillennialism


Today’s 
Age


GOLDEN
Age


2 Pet. 3:3:
continued
scoffing


2 Pet. 3:4:
Second
Coming


2 Pet. 3:10-13:
new heaven


and earth







  


Millennial PositionsMillennial Positions


Today GoldSilver


Today Gold


GoldSilver


◆ Premil


◆ Postmil


◆ Amil


Today







  


Two PremillennialismsTwo Premillennialisms


Today GoldSilver


◆ Classic premillennialism


◆ Dispensational premillennialism


Today GoldSilver
Tribu-
lation


7 years







  


Dispensational Dispensational 
PremillennialismPremillennialism


Today GoldSilver
Tribu-
lation


7 years


(Church age)
Jewish


Jewish


Rap
tu


re


1 Thess. 4:15-17 1 Thess. 5:3 2 Thess. 1:7-9







  


Agreements and DisagreementsAgreements and Disagreements
◆ Christ will appear
◆ He will reign
◆ A new world


◆ What is next after his 
appearing?


◆ What  is just before his 
appearing?


◆ Order of events
◆ Three main positions: 


premillennialism,
postmillennialism,
amillennialism


Some things
are sure.







B.  Evaluating MillennialB.  Evaluating Millennial
  Positions  Positions







  


Strongest Arguments for the Strongest Arguments for the 
Millennial PositionsMillennial Positions


◆ Zechariah 14
◆ Parables of growth
◆ 2 Thessalonians 1


◆ Premil
◆ Postmil
◆ Amil







  


Unified Second Coming?Unified Second Coming?


Church 
Age


Rapture
for the saints


Coming
with the
saints


Short 
time?







  


Reversal in 2 Thess 1:6-7Reversal in 2 Thess 1:6-7


Unbelievers
bring trouble


Believers
are troubled


Unbelievers
are troubled


Believers
have relief


Symmetric







  


Simultaneous Comfort and Simultaneous Comfort and 
TroubleTrouble


Comfort
for saints


Trouble
for troublers}


When the Lord Jesus
 is revealed (1:7).


Simultaneous







  


Meaning of Comfort and TroubleMeaning of Comfort and Trouble


Trouble
for troublers


Comfort
for saints


Rapture
of saints


=


Destruction
(hell), v. 9


=


Simultaneous







  


Dual Destinies in 2 Thess 1Dual Destinies in 2 Thess 1


Church
Age


Unbelievers
bring trouble


Unbelievers
are troubled


Believers
have relief


Believers
are troubled


◆ = Resur-
rection glory


◆ = Punish-
ment in hell







  


A Third Group in 2 Thess 1?A Third Group in 2 Thess 1?


Unbelievers
are troubled


Believers
have relief


◆ = Resurrection 
glory


◆ = Punishment in 
hell


Who will populate
a millennium??







  


Lessons from the PositionsLessons from the Positions


◆ Christ is larger than now;
long for Second Coming


◆ Christ reigns now; therefore 
we are optimistic.


◆ Christ reigns now.


◆ Premil


◆ Postmil


◆ Amil


They all 
sound good.







  


C.   Revelation 20:1-10C.   Revelation 20:1-10







  


Favorite Passages for MillenniumFavorite Passages for Millennium


Premillennialists:


Rev. 20:1-10
as favorite


It appears to
describe a
silver age.


Amillennialists:


John 5:28-29;
2 Pet. 3:7
as favorite


General judgment
moves from this age


directly to golden age.







  


Premil points from Rev. 20:1-10Premil points from Rev. 20:1-10


◆ Chronological order (from 19:11 to 
20:15)


◆ The first resurrection (20:4-6)
◆ Binding of Satan (20:2)
◆ Straightforward reading







  


Reply to Premil PointsReply to Premil Points


◆ Recapitulation
◆ Disembodied existence 


(20:4; cf. Rev. 6:9)?
◆ Not material chain.


See Rev. 12:7-9, Luke 
10:18, 11:20-22; Jude 6.


◆ Already/yet-to-come


◆ Chronology
◆ First resurrection


◆ Binding of Satan


◆ Straightforward







  


Already and Yet to Come for Already and Yet to Come for 
Rev 20Rev 20


Down 
payment


◆ Prophecy


◆ 19:11-21
◆ Binding


◆ New life


Yet to ComeAlready


Full 
inheritance


War now Final war


Luke 10:18; 
11:20-22


Future 
triumph


Regeneration 
Col. 3:1;
Eph. 2:5-6


Bodily 
resurrection







  


D.  Chronological OrderD.  Chronological Order


in Rev. 19:11-20:15







  


Premils’ View of Order of Premils’ View of Order of 
EventsEvents


19:11-21 20:1-10 20:11-15 21:1-22:5


Last
battle;


Second
Coming


Reign of
1000
years


Last
Judgment


New
World


Events in 
succession


Events in 
succession







  


PremillennialismPremillennialism


Today GoldSilver


1000 years
= millennium







  


20:1-10


View 20:1-10 as View 20:1-10 as 
RecapitulationRecapitulation


19:11-21 20:11-15


Last
battle;


Second
Coming


Last
Judgment


21:1-22:5


New
World


Reign of
1000
years


1000
years
Last


Battle


20:1-6


20:7-10


Cycling through the 
same period







  


Manner of RecapitulationManner of Recapitulation


Today Gold


19:11-21
last


battle


last
battle


20:1-6, 7-10
1000 years


triumph by faith







  


  Evidence for Recapitulation Evidence for Recapitulation 
in Rev. 20in Rev. 20


◆ Nations of 20:3 perished in 19:19-21.
◆ Vanishing sky in 6:14 same as 20:11.
◆ In 15:1 the bowls include all wrath, thus 


including the wrath of 20:9-10.
◆ The final battle occurs in 16:14,16; 17:13-14; 


19:19-21; 20:7-10.
◆ Imagery from Ezekiel 38-39 occurs in both 


19:11-21 and 20:7-10.







  


E.   The First ResurrectionE.   The First Resurrection







  


Is First Resurrection of Is First Resurrection of BodyBody??


◆ Other places in the New Testament 
use the word “resurrection” for bodily
resurrection.


◆ It is a remedy for martyrs (20:4).
◆ Many say, “Context does not tell us 


that this use is figurative.”


But let’s look at the context.







  


First and LastFirst and Last


◆ New heaven and earth are last.
◆ 22:1-5 returns us to Eden.
◆ 19:5-8 returns to an Edenic marriage.
◆ “First” and “second” in 20:1-15 match this 


theme.
◆ “Second death” in 20:14-15 is last.


Rev 20-22 concerns first and last things:







  


First and Second in Rev First and Second in Rev 
20:1-1020:1-10


First death


Second death


◆ First is Preliminary:
◆ Luke 18:30; Matt 12:32


◆ Bodily death


◆ Second is Final:
◆ 1 Cor 15:45; Heb 9:28


◆ Spiritual
◆ With bodily resurrection







  


Contrasts in Rev 20:1-10Contrasts in Rev 20:1-10


First death


Body


Second death


Spiritual


Second
resurrection


Body
Paradoxical: with 
bodily resurrection


First
resurrection


?


Prelim-
inary:


Final:







  


The First ResurrectionThe First Resurrection


First death


Body


Second death


Spiritual
Second


resurrection


?


Body
Paradoxical: with 


bodily resurrection


First resurrection


Spiritual
Paradoxical: with 


bodily death







  


Klinian SymmetriesKlinian Symmetries


The Righteous have: The Wicked have:


◆ Two deaths
◆ One resurrection


◆ One death
◆ Two 


resurrections







  


Practical QuestionPractical Question
for Rev 20:1-10for Rev 20:1-10


◆ Martyrdom threatens the church.
◆ Persecutors eliminate martyrs.
◆ Do persecutors win?


We need
reassurance.







  


Exhortation from Rev 20:1-10Exhortation from Rev 20:1-10


◆ Christ is the pattern. Christ
raised◆ Martyrdom leads to 


victorious resurrection.
◆ Rev 20:1-10 applies the 


pattern to Christians.
Christians


raised


◆in Christ


◆ Message: victory 
through
perseverance in Christ.







  


F.  Other IssuesF.  Other Issues







  


Binding of SatanBinding of Satan


◆ Satan is a spirit being; “binding” not 
physical.


◆ Jesus’ work limits (“binds”) Satan: Luke 
10:18; 11:22; John 12:31; Rev. 12:9.


◆ “Binding” keeps Satan from deceiving the 
nations.


◆ Christ frees the nations from Satan’s deceit, 
Matt. 28:18-20.







  


Do You Read Rev. As Do You Read Rev. As LiteralLiteral??


◆ John literally saw what he says he saw.
◆ But what he saw was visionary, 


symbolical.  The Beast symbolizes 
persecuting power.


◆ To read literally what is intended 
symbolically does not really honor the 
Author.







  


    G.  AttitudesG.  Attitudes


◆ God is more interested in major 
biblical teachings.


◆ “ The haughtiness of man shall be 
humbled, and the pride of men shall 
be brought low;
and the LORD alone
will be exalted in
that day,” Isa 2:17.


God is
wiser than I.
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The MillenniumThe Millennium
in Revelation 20:1-10in Revelation 20:1-10


Victory through Perseverance
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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License 
preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual 
work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is 
instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated 
herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the 
license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. 
(Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter 
of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding 
them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be designated as Invariant. 
The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the Document 
is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general public, 
that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint programs or (for 
drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation to a variety of formats 
suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to 
thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of 
text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML or XML 
using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. Examples of transparent 
image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited only by proprietary word processors, 
SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced 
by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this License 
requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the most prominent 
appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses following text 
that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", 
"Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" 
according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty Disclaimers 
are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that these Warranty 
Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those 
of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, 
you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the 
front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front 
cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying 
with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in 
other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual cover, 
and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable Transparent copy 
along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general network-using public has 
access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of added material. If you use the latter 
option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will 
remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or 
retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give them a 
chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and modification 
of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which should, if 
there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original publisher of that 
version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified Version, 
together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they release you from this 
requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and 
publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location 
for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the 
Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) 
any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity 
you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the 
old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant 
Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in 
parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles 
in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled 
"Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim 
copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond 
what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which 
are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if 
the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in 
addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, 
and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and 
disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will 
prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have 
received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has 
been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose 
any version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







  


A.   Revelation 20:1-10A.   Revelation 20:1-10







  


Revelation 20:1-3Revelation 20:1-3


Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, 
holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit 
and a great chain.  And he seized the dragon, that 
ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years, and threw him 
into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so 
that he might not deceive the nations any longer, 
until the thousand years were ended. After that he 
must be released for a little while.







  


Revelation 20:4-5Revelation 20:4-5
Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those 
to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also 
I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for 
the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and 
who had not worshiped the beast or its image and 
had not received its mark on their foreheads or their 
hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for 
a thousand years.  The rest of the dead did not come 
to life until the thousand years were ended. This is 
the first resurrection.







  


Revelation 20:6-8Revelation 20:6-8


Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first 
resurrection! Over such the second death has no 
power, but they will be priests of God and of 
Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand 
years. And when the thousand years are ended, 
Satan will be released from his prison and will 
come out to deceive the nations that are at the four 
corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather 
them for battle; their number is like the sand of 
the sea.







  


Revelation 20:9-10Revelation 20:9-10


And they marched up over the broad plain of the 
earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and 
the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven 
and consumed them,  and the devil who had 
deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and 
sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, 
and they will be tormented day and night forever 
and ever.







  


Favorite Passages for MillenniumFavorite Passages for Millennium


Premillennialists:


Rev. 20:1-10
as favorite


It appears to
describe a
silver age.


Amillennialists:


John 5:28-29;
2 Pet. 3:7
as favorite


General judgment
moves from this age


directly to golden age.







  


Premil points from Rev. 20:1-10Premil points from Rev. 20:1-10


◆ Chronological order (from 19:11 to 
20:15)


◆ The first resurrection (20:4-6)
◆ Binding of Satan (20:2)
◆ Straightforward reading







  


Reply to Premil PointsReply to Premil Points


◆ Recapitulation
◆ Disembodied existence 


(20:4; cf. Rev. 6:9)?
◆ Not material chain.


See Rev. 12:7-9, Luke 
10:18, 11:20-22; Jude 6.


◆ Already/yet-to-come


◆ Chronology
◆ First resurrection


◆ Binding of Satan


◆ Straightforward







  


Already and Yet to Come for Already and Yet to Come for 
Rev 20Rev 20


Down 
payment


◆ Prophecy


◆ 19:11-21
◆ Binding


◆ New life


Yet to ComeAlready


Full 
inheritance


War now Final war


Luke 10:18; 
11:20-22


Future 
triumph


Regeneration 
Col. 3:1;
Eph. 2:5-6


Bodily 
resurrection







  


B.  Chronological OrderB.  Chronological Order


in Rev. 19:11-20:15







  


Premils’ View of Order of Premils’ View of Order of 
EventsEvents


19:11-21 20:1-10 20:11-15 21:1-22:5


Last
battle;


Second
Coming


Reign of
1000
years


Last
Judgment


New
World


Events in 
succession


Events in 
succession







  


PremillennialismPremillennialism


Today GoldSilver


1000 years
= millennium







  


20:1-10


View 20:1-10 as View 20:1-10 as 
RecapitulationRecapitulation


19:11-21 20:11-15


Last
battle;


Second
Coming


Last
Judgment


21:1-22:5


New
World


Reign of
1000
years


1000
years
Last


Battle


20:1-6


20:7-10


Cycling through the 
same period







  


Manner of RecapitulationManner of Recapitulation


Today Gold


19:11-21
last


battle


last
battle


20:1-6, 7-10
1000 years


triumph by faith







  


  Evidence for Recapitulation Evidence for Recapitulation 
in Rev. 20in Rev. 20


◆ Nations of 20:3 perished in 19:19-21.
◆ Vanishing sky in 6:14 same as 20:11.
◆ In 15:1 the bowls include all wrath, thus 


including the wrath of 20:9-10.
◆ The final battle occurs in 16:14,16; 17:13-14; 


19:19-21; 20:7-10.
◆ Imagery from Ezekiel 38-39 occurs in both 


19:11-21 and 20:7-10.







  


C.   The First ResurrectionC.   The First Resurrection







  


Is First Resurrection of Is First Resurrection of BodyBody??


◆ Other places in the New Testament 
use the word “resurrection” for bodily
resurrection.


◆ It is a remedy for martyrs (20:4).
◆ Many say, “Context does not tell us 


that this use is figurative.”


But let’s look at the context.







  


First and LastFirst and Last


◆ New heaven and earth are last.
◆ 22:1-5 returns us to Eden.
◆ 19:5-8 returns to an Edenic marriage.
◆ “First” and “second” in 20:1-15 match this 


theme.
◆ “Second death” in 20:14-15 is last.


Rev 20-22 concerns first and last things:







  


First and Second in Rev First and Second in Rev 
20:1-1020:1-10


First death


Second death


◆ First is Preliminary:
◆ Luke 18:30; Matt 12:32


◆ Bodily death


◆ Second is Final:
◆ 1 Cor 15:45; Heb 9:28


◆ Spiritual
◆ With bodily resurrection







  


Contrasts in Rev 20:1-10Contrasts in Rev 20:1-10


First death


Body


Second death


Spiritual


Second
resurrection


Body
Paradoxical: with 
bodily resurrection


First
resurrection


?


Prelim-
inary:


Final:







  


The First ResurrectionThe First Resurrection


First death


Body


Second death


Spiritual
Second


resurrection


?


Body
Paradoxical: with 


bodily resurrection


First resurrection


Spiritual
Paradoxical: with 


bodily death







  


Klinian SymmetriesKlinian Symmetries


The Righteous have: The Wicked have:


◆ Two deaths
◆ One resurrection


◆ One death
◆ Two 


resurrections







  


Practical QuestionPractical Question
for Rev 20:1-10for Rev 20:1-10


◆ Martyrdom threatens the church.
◆ Persecutors eliminate martyrs.
◆ Do persecutors win?


We need
reassurance.







  


Exhortation from Rev 20:1-10Exhortation from Rev 20:1-10


◆ Christ is the pattern. Christ
raised◆ Martyrdom leads to 


victorious resurrection.
◆ Rev 20:1-10 applies the 


pattern to Christians.
Christians


raised


◆in Christ


◆ Message: victory 
through
perseverance in Christ.







  


D.  Other IssuesD.  Other Issues







  


Binding of SatanBinding of Satan


◆ Satan is a spirit being; “binding” not 
physical.


◆ Jesus’ work limits (“binds”) Satan: Luke 
10:18; 11:22; John 12:31; Rev. 12:9.


◆ “Binding” keeps Satan from deceiving the 
nations.


◆ Christ frees the nations from Satan’s deceit, 
Matt. 28:18-20.







  


Do You Read Rev. As Do You Read Rev. As LiteralLiteral??


◆ John literally saw what he says he saw.
◆ But what he saw was visionary, 


symbolical.  The Beast symbolizes 
persecuting power.


◆ To read literally what is intended 
symbolically does not really honor the 
Author.







  


    E.  AttitudesE.  Attitudes


◆ God is more interested in major 
biblical teachings.


◆ “ The haughtiness of man shall be 
humbled, and the pride of men shall 
be brought low;
and the LORD alone
will be exalted in
that day,” Isa 2:17.


God is
wiser than I.
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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License 
preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual 
work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is 
instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated 
herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the 
license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. 
(Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter 
of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be designated as Invariant. 
The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the Document 
is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general public, 
that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint programs or (for 
drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation to a variety of formats 
suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to 
thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of 
text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML or XML 
using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. Examples of transparent 
image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited only by proprietary word processors, 
SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced 
by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this License 
requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the most prominent 
appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses following text 
that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", 
"Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" 
according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty Disclaimers 
are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that these Warranty 
Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those 
of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, 
you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the 
front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front 
cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying 
with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in 
other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual cover, 
and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable Transparent copy 
along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general network-using public has 
access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of added material. If you use the latter 
option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will 
remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or 
retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give them a 
chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and modification 
of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which should, if 
there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original publisher of that 
version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified Version, 
together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they release you from this 
requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and 
publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location 
for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the 
Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) 
any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity 
you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the 
old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant 
Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in 
parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles 
in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled 
"Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim 
copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond 
what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which 
are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers 
if the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in 
addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, 
and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and 
disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will 
prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have 
received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has 
been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose any 
version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







  


◆ Commission
1.  7 seals:


◆ Prosecution of war
2.  7 trumpets:
3.  7 symbolic accounts:
4.  7 bowls:


◆ Elimination of evil
5.  7 messages about Babylon:
6.  white horse:
7.  white throne:


Progression of 7 Cycles


scouts


effects on earth
characters


more effects on earth


power source
all evil


culmination







  


Consummation: Outline
◆ A.  The Importance of the End
◆ B.   Absolute Judgment (20:11-15)
◆ C.   God’s Absolute Triumph 


(21:1-22:5)







  


A.
The Importance of the 


Consummation







  


Nonconsummation Goals


◆ Save money
◆ Spend money
◆ Promote revolution
◆ Political activism
◆ Passive


meditation


◆ Children’s security
◆ Personal pleasure
◆ Communist society
◆ Democratic peace
◆ Nirvana


GoalPresent action


Finish


fixed by







  


Consummation Goals
 Christocentric GoalPresent action


◆ Obey (3:3) ◆ Rule (22:1)
◆ Eternal life ◆ Life (1:18; 22:2)
◆ Purity (3:4) ◆ Purity (19:11; 21:27)


◆ In Christ (3:20) ◆ 1 Cor. 15:45;
Phil. 3:21; Eph. 1:10 


IN CHRIST







  


B.  Absolute Judgment at the 
Consummation


Rev. 20:11-15







  


Revelation 20:11-12


Then I saw a great white throne and him 
who was seated on it. From his presence 
earth and sky fled away, and no place was 
found for them.  And I saw the dead, great 
and small, standing before the throne, and 
books were opened. Then another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. And the 
dead were judged by what was written in the 
books, according to what they had done.







  


Revelation 20:13-15


And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, 
Death and Hades gave up the dead who were 
in them, and they were judged, each one of 
them, according to what they had done. 
Then Death and Hades were thrown into the 
lake of fire. This is the second death, the 
lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not 
found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire.







  


Benefits of Consummation (20:11-15)


_


Godly
Fear


Reject folly


+
◆ Strength under 


persecution
◆ Evil will lose
◆ God rectifies
◆ Leads to 21:1-8







  


Righteousness in the 
Consummation


Past Present Future


Public 
display of 
right


Permanent 
purity


Guar-
antee


Rectify 
inequities







  


Rectification
in Consummation


◆ In history: Nebuchadnezzar, 
communism, humanism


◆ Final Judgment of history:
• judgment of all previous time;
• deals with every wrong;
• most intense judgment.


◆ The seriousness of judgment is 
displayed in the cross.







  


Display of God in 
Consummation


◆ Display of truth, 20:12
◆ Display of God’s presence, 20:11
◆ Display of persons, 20:13
◆ No caviling, “every mouth silenced,” 


Rom. 3:19 I see.







  


◆ Fire, Mal. 4:1; Rev. 20:15
◆ Crushing, Isa. 63:3; Rev. 14:20
◆ Purity, Rev. 21:27
◆ With certainty,  Rev. 10:6-7; 21:5


Purity of the Consummation







  


C.  God’s Triumph in the 
Consummation


Rev. 21:1-22:5







  


Triumph in the Consummation
◆ Extent: whole of heaven and earth, 


21:1
◆ Full intensity, 21:23; 22:4-5
◆ Perfectly planned, 21:15-17
◆ Gloriously beautiful, 21:18-21; 22:1-5







  


Inheritance in Consummation
God


all things


in him


We inherit this!


(Rev. 22:4)


Me too!







  


Materiality in the Consummation


Christ
◆ Christ has flesh and 
bones (Luke 24:39).


we


◆ He is a pattern for us
(1 Cor. 15:45-49; Phil. 3:21).


new earth


◆ And for creation
   (Rom. 8:17-25).


◆The new is physical.







  


First Things in Consummation
First things


Discarded ? Renewed


New Eden







  


Renewal in the Consummation
◆ “New heavens” from Isa. 65:17-25
◆ Christ’s resurrection body
◆ You are saved, not a substitute
◆ 2 Pet. 3:10 connotes radical 


purification
◆ New Jerusalem is Philadelphia, 


renewed!
◆ With God, you lose nothing good.







  


Meaning in the Consummation
◆ God loves his 
people (John 
15:15).


people


◆ He is Incalculable (1 
Cor. 2:9; 13:12).







  


Christ in the Consummation


Yet to ComeAlready


◆ Down payment    ◆ Full inheritance
◆ Resurrection life    ◆ Resurrection  
◆ Heavenly citizen    ◆ New Jerusalem
◆ God’s presence    ◆ God’s presence


IN CHRIST







  


Trust Looking for Consummation


God triumphed
 in the cross


 and resurrection


Past Future


God will
triumph


First  Coming Second  Coming







  


Trust in God through Christ


◆ Power: He is able to


◆ Faithfulness: It is certain


◆ Goodness:  Everything you need


Demonstrated in Christ


◆ Justice: He establishes right







  


D.  Sing Revelation







  


Song from Rev. 19:6-7
Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns. (2X)


Let us rejoice and be glad and give 
the glory unto him.


Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns.







  


Song from Rev. 4:11
Thou art worthy, Thou art worthy,
Thou art worthy, O Lord.
Thou art worthy to receive glory,
glory, and honor, and power.
For Thou hast created--
hast all things created,
For Thou hast created all things.
And for Thy pleasure they are created;
Thou art worthy, O Lord.







  


Song from Rev. 5:9-14
Thou art worthy, Thou art worthy,
Thou art worthy, O Lamb.
Thou art worthy To receive glory
And power at the Father’s right hand.
For Thou hast redeemed us,
Hast ransomed and cleansed us,
By thy blood setting us free;
In white robes arrayed us, Kings and priests 
made us, And we are reigning in Thee.
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Understanding Revelation


Vern Sheridan Poythress
Westminster Theological Seminary







  


A.  Directions in Rev. 1:1-3







  


Revelation is Introduced (1:4a)


John to the seven churches that 
are in Asia: 







  


Revelation is a Letter


“Dear Mary,
I am writing


 …”


Modern style


“John,
to the seven
churches …” (1:4)


First century
Greek style


=







  


Revelation Includes an 
Introduction


Prologue
1:1-3


Letter
1:4-


.


.


.
22:21







  


Clues and Encouragements from 
the Prologue


The books reveals (1:1)


Jesus Christ is the key to understanding 
(1:1)


God promises blessing for reading (1:3)







  


Revealing (1:1)
God’s 
plan


The revelation of 
Jesus Christ, 
which God gave 
him to show to his 
servants the things 
that must soon 
take place.  He 
made it known … 


unveiling, disclosure


Christ knows
our need


show, not
keep in the dark


to his servants (you!)


made known







  


God as Source (1:1)


exalted,
holy


merciful,
near


God


Understandable 
message


God’s Message
Exalted, deep 


message







  


Jesus Christ as Key (1:1)


exalted,
holy


merciful,
near


God


God’s Message


through
Jesus Christ


Understandable 
message


Exalted, deep 
message







  


Blessing for Reading (1:3)
“Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words 
of this prophecy, and blessed are those who 
hear, and who keep what is written in it.”


Explicit blessing for reading.  Extra 
encouragement.


“Keep” means it’s practical.
  Strengthening the heart, not tickling the fancy.







  


B.  Central Theme of God’s Rule 
in Rev. 4:1-11 







  


Revelation 4:1-11
After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open 
in heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard 
speaking to me like a trumpet, said, "Come up here, 
and I will show you what must take place after this." 2 
At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood 
in heaven, with one seated on the throne. 3 And he 
who sat there had the appearance of jasper and 
carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that 
had the appearance of an emerald.







  


Revelation 4:1-11 (2)
4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and 
seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed 
in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. 
5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, and 
rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the throne 
were burning seven torches of fire, which are the 
seven spirits of God, 6 and before the throne there was 
as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. And around the 
throne, on each side of the throne, are four living 
creatures, full of eyes in front and behind:







  


Revelation 4:1-11 (3)
7 the first living creature like a lion, the second living 
creature like an ox, the third living creature with the 
face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an 
eagle in flight.
 8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six 
wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day 
and night they never cease to say, "Holy, holy, holy, is 
the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to 
come!"







  


Revelation 4:1-11 (4)
 9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and 
honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, 
who lives forever and ever,
 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is 
seated on the throne and worship him who lives 
forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying,
 11 "Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive 
glory and honor and power, for you created all things, 
and by your will they existed and were created."







  


Certain Future from God
“must” (1:1)


God controls the future


God is glorious King (4:1-11)


When God appears, you know that you 
live in a God-centered world.







  


Greek Worldview


on earth


man







  


Ptolemaic Worldview


Sun


Moon


Mars


stars







  


Modern Materialist Worldview
Earth


Milky Way
Galaxy


CHAOS
Hopeless!







  


God’s Control-Tower


4 living
creatures


24 elders


myriads
of angels


every creature
in heaven, earth,


under the earth, sea


I can see
what’s


important.







  


“Blessed Are the Eyes That See”
Vision of God’s victory


1 John 5:4-5; Rev. 17:14; Rev. 12:10







  


1 John 5:4-5


For everyone who has been born of 
God overcomes the world.  And this is 
the victory that has overcome the world
—our faith.  Who is it that overcomes 
the world except the one who believes 
that Jesus is the Son of God?







  


Revelation 17:14


They will make war on the Lamb, and 
the Lamb will conquer them, for he is 
Lord of lords and King of kings, and 
those with him are called and chosen 
and faithful.







  


Revelation 12:10


And I heard a loud voice in heaven, 
saying, "Now the salvation and the 
power and the kingdom of our God nad 
the authority of his Christ have come, 
for the accuser of our brothers has been 
thrown down, who accuses them day 
and night before our God."







  


“Blessed Are the Eyes That See”


God rules history, and will bring it to its 
consummation in Christ.


You can understand.


Vision of God’s victory


1 John 5:4-5; Rev. 17:14; Rev. 12:10







  


C.  Clarity of Revelation







  


It’s Simple
A picture book, not a puzzle book.


For children also.







  


See the Whole
Hmm.…  Let’s see now.  What does the “locust” of
Rev. 9 mean?  The “horse” part must refer to one
of the months of the Chinese calendar.  “Crowns


of gold” must refer to Babylonian kings.  “Women’s
hair” surely suggests that it is women who will bring
about the final downfall of mankind.  “Scorpion tails”


…  hmm...  Now let me see.


1st GraderCollege Student


Awesome!


It’s a monster!







  


The Majesty of Christ
Christ is our friend (John 15:14-15).


He is also our majestic, awesome king!


Not a tame lion!







  


D.  Themes







  


God Appearing (22:3-4)
 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, 
but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 
They will see his face, and his name will be 
on their foreheads.







  


The Majesty of Christ (5:8-10)
 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before 
the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full 
of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And 
they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to 
take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were 
slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for 
God from every tribe and language and people and 
nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and 
priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth."







  


Honor to Christ (1:5b-6)
To him who loves us and has freed us from 
our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, 
priests to his God and Father, to him be glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen.







  


Faithful Witness
and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, 
the firstborn of the dead, (John 1:5a)


 "'I know where you dwell, where Satan's 
throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and 
you did not deny my faith even in the 
days of Antipas my faithful witness, who 
was killed among you, where Satan 
dwells. (2:13)







  


Holding Fast (22:7-10)
7 "And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one 
who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book." 8 
I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. 
And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to 
worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to 
me, 9 but he said to me, "You must not do that! I am a 
fellow servant with you and your brothers the 
prophets, and with those who keep the words of this 
book. Worship God." 10 And he said to me, "Do not 
seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the 
time is near.







  


Perseverance (14:12)
Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, 
those who keep the commandments of God 
and their faith in Jesus. 







  


Hope (22:20)
 He who testifies to these things says, 
"Surely I am coming soon." Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus! 







  


E.  Sing Revelation







  


Song from Rev. 19:6-7
Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns. (2X)


Let us rejoice and be glad and give 
the glory unto him.


Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns.







  


Song from Rev. 4:11
Thou art worthy, Thou art worthy,
Thou art worthy, O Lord.


Thou art worthy to receive glory,
glory, and honor, and power.


For Thou hast created--
hast all things created,
For Thou hast created all things.


And for Thy pleasure they are created;
Thou art worthy, O Lord.







  


Song from Rev. 5:9-14
Thou art worthy, Thou art worthy,
Thou art worthy, O Lamb.


Thou art worthy To receive glory
And power at the Father’s right hand.


For Thou hast redeemed us,
Hast ransomed and cleansed us,
By thy blood setting us free;


In white robes arrayed us, Kings and priests 
made us, And we are reigning in Thee.
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GNU Free Documentation LicenseGNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copiesEveryone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License 
preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any 
textual work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose textual work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose 
purpose is instruction or reference.purpose is instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions 
stated herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You stated herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You 
accept the license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.accept the license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall 
subject. (Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship subject. (Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship 
could be a matter of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political could be a matter of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political 
position regarding them.position regarding them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says 
that the Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be that the Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be 
designated as Invariant. The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections designated as Invariant. The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections 
then there are none.then there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.Document is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general 
public, that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic public, that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic 
paint programs or (for drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic paint programs or (for drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic 
translation to a variety of formats suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose translation to a variety of formats suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose 
markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An 
image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML 
or XML using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. or XML using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. 
Examples of transparent image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and Examples of transparent image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and 
edited only by proprietary word processors, SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and edited only by proprietary word processors, SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and 
the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced by some word processors for output purposes only.the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this 
License requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text License requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text 
near the most prominent appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.near the most prominent appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses 
following text that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as following text that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as 
"Acknowledgements", "Dedications", "Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", "Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the 
Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" according to this definition.Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty 
Disclaimers are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication Disclaimers are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication 
that these Warranty Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.that these Warranty Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever 
to those of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or to those of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or 
distribute. However, you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow distribute. However, you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow 
the conditions in section 3.the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts 
on the front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these on the front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these 
copies. The front cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the copies. The front cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the 
covers in addition. Copying with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can covers in addition. Copying with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can 
be treated as verbatim copying in other respects.be treated as verbatim copying in other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the firsIf the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual t ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual 
cover, and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.cover, and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable 
Transparent copy along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the Transparent copy along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the 
general network-using public has access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the general network-using public has access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the 
Document, free of added material. If you use the latter option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Document, free of added material. If you use the latter option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of 
Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year 
after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or retailers) of that edition to the public.after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give 
them a chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.them a chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and 
modification of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:modification of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:


        * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which 
should, if there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the should, if there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the 
original publisher of that version gives permission.original publisher of that version gives permission.


        * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified 
Version, together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless Version, together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless 
they release you from this requirement.they release you from this requirement.


        * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.* C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


        * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.* D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


        * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.* E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


      * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


        * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.* G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


        * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.* H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


        * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, 
and publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.and publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.


        * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network 
location for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives location for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives 
permission.permission.


        * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


        * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.part of the section titles.


        * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.* M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


        * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.* N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


        * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.* O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections 
in the Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.in the Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements 
made by) any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by made by) any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by 
the same entity you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous the same entity you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous 
publisher that added the old one.publisher that added the old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as 
Invariant Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.Invariant Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in 
parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the 
section titles in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.section titles in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled 
"Endorsements.""Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for 
verbatim copying of each of the documents in all other respects.verbatim copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users 
beyond what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the beyond what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the 
aggregate which are not themselves derivative works of the Document.aggregate which are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of 
covers if the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.covers if the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant 
Sections in addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in Sections in addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in 
the Document, and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions the Document, and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions 
of those notices and disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or of those notices and disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or 
disclaimer, the original version will prevail.disclaimer, the original version will prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have 
received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version 
that has been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you that has been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you 
may choose any version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.may choose any version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







  


The Situation of Revelation: The Situation of Revelation: 
OutlineOutline


• A.  Genre: Apocalyptic LiteratureA.  Genre: Apocalyptic Literature
• B.  Audience: The Seven ChurchesB.  Audience: The Seven Churches
• C.  Troubles in Asia MinorC.  Troubles in Asia Minor
• D.  Is Babylon a Symbol for D.  Is Babylon a Symbol for 


Jerusalem?Jerusalem?
• E.  Author: JohnE.  Author: John
• F.  DateF.  Date







  


A.  Genre:A.  Genre:
Apocalyptic LiteratureApocalyptic Literature







  


What Is Apocalyptic?What Is Apocalyptic?


• Revelation of God’s secrets.Revelation of God’s secrets.
• Pseudonymy.Pseudonymy.
• History rewritten as prophecy.History rewritten as prophecy.
• Determinism in history, ending is cosmic Determinism in history, ending is cosmic 


cataclysm.cataclysm.
• Dualism of good and evil.Dualism of good and evil.
• Pessimism about God’s Pessimism about God’s savingsaving rule at  rule at 


present.present.
• Bizarre and wild symbols denote Bizarre and wild symbols denote 


historical events.historical events.


✔


✔


✔


✔







  


Situating ApocalypticSituating Apocalyptic


• See Morris, See Morris, ApocalypticApocalyptic;;
• Morris, Morris, RevelationRevelation 22-25. 22-25.
• Collins, “Apocalypse” 9.Collins, “Apocalypse” 9.


apoca-
lypse


apocalyptic


fuzzy







  


Examples of ApocalypticExamples of Apocalyptic


• Numbers 23-24, Daniel, Ezekiel, Numbers 23-24, Daniel, Ezekiel, 
Isaiah 24-27, 1 Thess 4-5, 2 Thess 1-2, Isaiah 24-27, 1 Thess 4-5, 2 Thess 1-2, 
the Olivet Discourse, Revelation.the Olivet Discourse, Revelation.


• Extrabiblical: 1 QM, Assumption of Extrabiblical: 1 QM, Assumption of 
Moses, 1-2-3 Enoch, 2-3 Baruch, 4 Moses, 1-2-3 Enoch, 2-3 Baruch, 4 
Ezra, Apocalypse of Peter, Apocalypse Ezra, Apocalypse of Peter, Apocalypse 
of Paul, Apocalypse of Thomas, of Paul, Apocalypse of Thomas, 
Ascension of Isaiah.Ascension of Isaiah.







  


Modernists’ View of ApocalypticModernists’ View of Apocalyptic


apocalyptic is
for its own time


comfort
an in-group


no true
long-range
prophecy


all write
for their own time


Rev. is for
present comfort


Rev. is not
 long-range
prophecy







  


Prediction in ApocalypticPrediction in Apocalyptic


• Daniel 7; Zech. 6; 9.Daniel 7; Zech. 6; 9.
• 1 Enoch; 4 Ezra.1 Enoch; 4 Ezra.
• Comfort for the immediate audience Comfort for the immediate audience 


can take place can take place throughthrough long-range  long-range 
prediction.prediction.







  


Lessons from ApocalypticLessons from Apocalyptic


• Bizarre symbols are common.Bizarre symbols are common.
• Prediction may be included.Prediction may be included.
• Present comfort may be one goal.Present comfort may be one goal.
• Difficult to generalize about all Difficult to generalize about all 


apocalyptic.apocalyptic.







  


Use Extracanonical Literature?Use Extracanonical Literature?


• Superficial, vague Superficial, vague 
connections.connections.


• Rev. is Christocentric.Rev. is Christocentric.
• Much is explainable Much is explainable 


from canonical from canonical 
parallels.parallels.


• Symbols may come Symbols may come 
from general culture.from general culture.


• Parallels may be Parallels may be 
polemical rather polemical rather 
than merely than merely 
approving paganism.approving paganism.


No Yes







  


B.  The Seven ChurchesB.  The Seven Churches


1:111:11







  


Asia MinorAsia Minor


Cyprus


ASIA
Ephesus


Smyrna
Pergamum
Thyatira


Sardis
Philadelphia
Laodicea


Border of modern Turkey







  


Importance of the 7 ChurchesImportance of the 7 Churches


7 messages
(2-3)


real
church


situations


application
to Roman


Empire


Rest of Rev.


thematic
connection







  


Structure of the 7 MessagesStructure of the 7 Messages


• ““To the angel of the church in X write:”To the angel of the church in X write:”
• ““These are the words of …”These are the words of …”
• ““I know …” (state of the church)I know …” (state of the church)
• Commendations and rebukesCommendations and rebukes
• PromisePromise
• ““He who has an ear, let him hear …”He who has an ear, let him hear …”
• ““To him who overcomes …”To him who overcomes …”







  


Message to the Church in EphesusMessage to the Church in Ephesus


• ““To the angel of the church in X write:”To the angel of the church in X write:”


To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:
• ““These are the words of …”These are the words of …”


These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in 
his right hand and walks among the seven golden his right hand and walks among the seven golden 
lampstands:lampstands:


• ““I know …” (state of the church)I know …” (state of the church)


I know your deeds, your hard work and your I know your deeds, your hard work and your 
perseverance.  I know that you cannot tolerate wicked perseverance.  I know that you cannot tolerate wicked 
men, that you have tested those who claim to be men, that you have tested those who claim to be 
apostles but are not, and have found them false.apostles but are not, and have found them false.







  


Message to Ephesus (cont.)Message to Ephesus (cont.)
• Commendations and rebukesCommendations and rebukes


You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have 
not grown weary.not grown weary.


Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.  Remember Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.  Remember 
the height from which you have fallen!  Repent and do the things you did the height from which you have fallen!  Repent and do the things you did 
at first. … But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the at first. … But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate.Nicolaitans, which I also hate.


• PromisePromise


If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your landstand from its If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your landstand from its 
place.place.


• ““He who has an ear, let him hear …”He who has an ear, let him hear …”


He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
• ““To him who overcomes …”To him who overcomes …”


To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, 
which is in the paradise of God.which is in the paradise of God.







  


Research on ChurchesResearch on Churches


• William A. Ramsay, archeological William A. Ramsay, archeological 
research.research.


• Ramsay, Ramsay, Letters of the Seven ChurchesLetters of the Seven Churches  
(1905).(1905).


• Colin J. Hemer, Colin J. Hemer, Letters to the Seven Letters to the Seven 
ChurchesChurches (1986). (1986).







  


Notes on Ephesus (2:1-7)Notes on Ephesus (2:1-7)


• ““If you do not repent, I If you do not repent, I 
will … remove your will … remove your 
lampstand from its lampstand from its 
place” (2:5).place” (2:5).


• ““I will give the right to I will give the right to 
eat from the tree of life, eat from the tree of life, 
which is in the paradise which is in the paradise 
of God” (2:7).of God” (2:7).


• City of Ephesus City of Ephesus 
had to be moved had to be moved 
because its river because its river 
silted up.silted up.


• Tree is used as a Tree is used as a 
symbol for the symbol for the 
patron goddess patron goddess 
Artemis.Artemis.







  


Notes on Smyrna (2:8-11)Notes on Smyrna (2:8-11)


• ““These are the words of These are the words of 
him who is the First him who is the First 
and the Last, who died and the Last, who died 
and came to life again” and came to life again” 
(2:8).(2:8).


• ““Be faithful, even to the Be faithful, even to the 
point of death, …” point of death, …” 
(2:10).(2:10).


• Smyrna was Smyrna was 
destroyed in 627 destroyed in 627 
B.C.; refounded B.C.; refounded 
400 years later.400 years later.


• Smyrna was known Smyrna was known 
for being for being 
outstandingly outstandingly 
faithful to Rome. faithful to Rome. 







  


Notes on Pergamum (2:12-17)Notes on Pergamum (2:12-17)


• ““I know where you I know where you 
live—where Satan live—where Satan 
has his throne” has his throne” 
(2:13).(2:13).


• ““I will also give I will also give 
him a white stone him a white stone 
…” (2:17)…” (2:17)


• The local god The local god 
Askeplios was Askeplios was 
associated with the associated with the 
serpent.serpent.


• Inscription stones at Inscription stones at 
Pergamum use not Pergamum use not 
local pink granite, but local pink granite, but 
imported white imported white 
marble.marble.







  


Notes on Thyatira (2:18-29)Notes on Thyatira (2:18-29)


• “… “… whose feet whose feet 
are like are like 
burnished burnished 
bronze” (2:18).bronze” (2:18).


• ““He will rule He will rule 
them” (2:27).them” (2:27).


• Thyatira was known Thyatira was known 
for its guild of for its guild of 
bronze workers, bronze workers, 
with their own trade with their own trade 
name for their name for their 
product.product.


• Thyatira was the Thyatira was the 
weakest of the cities.weakest of the cities.







  


Notes on Sardis (3:1-6)Notes on Sardis (3:1-6)


• ““I will come I will come 
like a thief” like a thief” 
(3:3).(3:3).


• ““Strengthen Strengthen 
what remains what remains 
and is about to and is about to 
die” (3:2).die” (3:2).


• Sardis felt Sardis felt 
impregnable, but impregnable, but 
Cyrus captured it by Cyrus captured it by 
a night climb.a night climb.


• Some of the SW Some of the SW 
citadel was lost in an citadel was lost in an 
earthquake in 17 A.D.earthquake in 17 A.D.







  


Notes on Philadelphia (3:7-13)Notes on Philadelphia (3:7-13)
• ““See, I have placed See, I have placed 


before you an open before you an open 
door …” (3:8).door …” (3:8).


• ““I will make [him] a I will make [him] a 
pillar in the temple pillar in the temple 
of my God.   Never of my God.   Never 
again will he leave again will he leave 
it” (3:12).it” (3:12).


• A road ran up from A road ran up from 
Philadelphia to the great Philadelphia to the great 
central plateau of Asia central plateau of Asia 
Minor.Minor.


• After an earthquake in After an earthquake in 
17 A.D., many left the 17 A.D., many left the 
city.  Because of earth city.  Because of earth 
movements, people did movements, people did 
not want to live there.not want to live there.







  


Notes on Laodicea (3:14-22)Notes on Laodicea (3:14-22)


• ““So, because you So, because you 
are lukewarm—are lukewarm—
neither hot nor neither hot nor 
cold—…” (3:16).cold—…” (3:16).


• ““salve to put on salve to put on 
your eyes” (3:18).your eyes” (3:18).


• Neighboring Hierapolis Neighboring Hierapolis 
had medicinal hot springs; had medicinal hot springs; 
Colossae had a cold Colossae had a cold 
stream.  Laodicea piped in stream.  Laodicea piped in 
unhealthful lukewarm unhealthful lukewarm 
water.water.


• Medicine for eyes Medicine for eyes 
originated from guild of originated from guild of 
physicians in Laodicea.physicians in Laodicea.







  


Multifaceted AllusionsMultifaceted Allusions


• City died.City died.
• Church threatened Church threatened 


with death.with death.
• OT promise of life.OT promise of life.
• Christ died and came Christ died and came 


to life.to life.


• CityCity
• ChurchChurch


• OTOT
• ChristChrist


“died and came to life again” (2:8)


All-sufficiency of Christ







  


C.  Troubles in Asia MinorC.  Troubles in Asia Minor







  


Trouble #1: PersecutionTrouble #1: Persecution


• Emperors called themselves divine.Emperors called themselves divine.
• People offered incense (an act of People offered incense (an act of 


worship) to the “genius of the worship) to the “genius of the 
emperor” to show political loyalty.emperor” to show political loyalty.


• Those who refused were guilty of Those who refused were guilty of 
treason.treason.


Uh oh!







  


Jewish OppositionJewish Opposition


• Jews were exempt from emperor worship, Jews were exempt from emperor worship, 
and paid a two drachma tax instead.and paid a two drachma tax instead.


• At first, Roman authorities would regard At first, Roman authorities would regard 
Christianity as a Jewish sect.Christianity as a Jewish sect.


• Non-Christian Jews could denounce Non-Christian Jews could denounce 
Christians to the authorities: “These are not Christians to the authorities: “These are not 
true Jews, and should be subject to the true Jews, and should be subject to the 
requirement of emperor worship.”requirement of emperor worship.”







  


Domitian Persecution?Domitian Persecution?


• Suetonius Suetonius DomitianDomitian 12.2: “Besides other  12.2: “Besides other 
taxes, that on the Jews was levied with the taxes, that on the Jews was levied with the 
utmost rigour, and those were prosecuted utmost rigour, and those were prosecuted 
who without publicly acknowledging that who without publicly acknowledging that 
faith yet lived as Jews, as well as those who faith yet lived as Jews, as well as those who 
concealed their origin and did not pay the concealed their origin and did not pay the 
tribute levied upon their people.’’tribute levied upon their people.’’


• Jews might disown Christians and render Jews might disown Christians and render 
them liable to the imperial cult.them liable to the imperial cult.







  


Trouble #2: Seduction to ImmoralityTrouble #2: Seduction to Immorality


Sexual immorality1


Pagans accept
prostitution.


2 Idol food


Gentile Christians
feel the pull


business


guild


patron god


eating the god’s food
Jezebel in 2:20


says it’s OK.







  


D.  AuthorD.  Author







  


Who Is John?Who Is John?


• Justin Martyr and Justin Martyr and 
Irenaeus say so.Irenaeus say so.


• No other John is No other John is 
attested.attested.


• Thematic connections Thematic connections 
with the Gospel of with the Gospel of 
John.John.


• Style differs Style differs 
from the Gospel.from the Gospel.


The Apostle Someone else? ?







  


The Bearing of AuthorshipThe Bearing of Authorship


• Treat Rev. Treat Rev. 
together with his together with his 
other writings.other writings.


• But the different But the different 
genre requires genre requires 
different different 
treatment.treatment.


• Treat Rev. Treat Rev. 
separately from separately from 
Gospel.Gospel.


• But thematic But thematic 
connections connections 
invite joint invite joint 
treatment.treatment.


The Apostle Someone else







  


E.  DateE.  Date







  


The Roman EmperorsThe Roman Emperors
• AugustusAugustus 27 B.C. - 14 A.D.27 B.C. - 14 A.D.
• TiberiusTiberius 14-37 A.D.14-37 A.D.
• CaligulaCaligula 37-4137-41
• ClaudiusClaudius 41-5441-54
• NeroNero 54-6854-68


– GalbaGalba 68-6968-69
– OthoOtho 6969
– VitelliusVitellius 6969


• VespasianVespasian 69-7969-79
• TitusTitus 79-8179-81
• DomitianDomitian 81-9681-96


most
plausible







  


Domitian Date (Irenaeus)Domitian Date (Irenaeus)


Irenaeus


Polycarp
from


John


from


Domitian’s
reign


says


was the time 
when Revelation 
was written.







  


Domitian Date (Suetonius)Domitian Date (Suetonius)


Domitian’s
tax of Jews


Suetonius


reports


exposes
Christians


ripe for
persecution


Domitian’s
reign


During







  


Nero Date (17:10)Nero Date (17:10)


“5 fallen”
Rev. 17:10


Nero is 6th, if
Julius Caesar


is 1st.


But:
• Augustus first?Augustus first?
• Galba and Otho Galba and Otho 


don’t work as 7th don’t work as 7th 
and 8th.and 8th.


• Heads = empires?Heads = empires?
• 6th is symbolic of 6th is symbolic of 


next to last.next to last.







  


Nero Date (11:1-2)Nero Date (11:1-2)


temple in 
Jerusalem
 is standing


(11:1-2)


before
70 A.D.


But:


• 11:1-3 implies perser-11:1-3 implies perser-
vation of inner room.vation of inner room.


• Does not match the Does not match the 
events of 70.events of 70.


• Rev. 11 is symbolic of the Rev. 11 is symbolic of the 
church (11:4 and 1:20).church (11:4 and 1:20).


• City is figurative (11:8)City is figurative (11:8)







  


ValueValue


• God cared for churches back thereGod cared for churches back there
• Christ knew their situationChrist knew their situation
• God cares for you here today.God cares for you here today.
• Christ knows your situation.Christ knows your situation.
• "He who has an ear, let him hear what "He who has an ear, let him hear what 


the Spirit says to the churches."  -- 2:7; the Spirit says to the churches."  -- 2:7; 
2:11; 2:17; 2:29; 3:6; 3:13; 3:22.2:11; 2:17; 2:29; 3:6; 3:13; 3:22.
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The Structure of Revelation:The Structure of Revelation:
Appreciating the TapestryAppreciating the Tapestry
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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, 
this License preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for 
modifications made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be 
used for any textual work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License 
principally for works whose purpose is instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the 
conditions stated herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is 
addressed as "you". You accept the license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright 
law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within 
that overall subject. (Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any 
mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, 
commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be 
designated as Invariant. The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections 
then there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the Document 
is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general public, 
that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint 
programs or (for drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic 
translation to a variety of formats suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose 
markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An 
image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML or XML 
using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. 
Examples of transparent image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and 
edited only by proprietary word processors, SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, 
and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this License 
requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the 
most prominent appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses following text 
that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as 
"Acknowledgements", "Dedications", "Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the 
Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty Disclaimers 
are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that these 
Warranty Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions 
whatsoever to those of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the 
copies you make or distribute. However, you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number 
of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-
Cover Texts on the front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the 
publisher of these copies. The front cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may 
add other material on the covers in addition. Copying with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the 
Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual cover, 
and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable Transparent copy 
along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general network-
using public has access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of 
added material. If you use the latter option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in 
quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time 
you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give them a 
chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution 
and modification of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified 
Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which should, if 
there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original 
publisher of that version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified Version, 
together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they 
release you from this requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, 
authors, and publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the 
previous sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a 
network location for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version 
it refers to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant 
Sections in the Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through 
arrangements made by) any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or 
by arrangement made by the same entity you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on 
explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all 
as Invariant Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end 
of it, in parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same 
adjustment to the section titles in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections 
Entitled "Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License 
for verbatim copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's 
users beyond what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the 
other works in the aggregate which are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic 
equivalent of covers if the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole 
aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all 
Invariant Sections in addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all 
the license notices in the Document, and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this 
License and the original versions of those notices and disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original 
version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, 
parties who have received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties 
remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later 
version that has been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of 
this License, you may choose any version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







  


Structures of RevelationStructures of Revelation
C.  Rhetorical: looking for Second Coming
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E.  Structures with themes
F.  Other structures
G.  Chronological Relation of the Scenes of 


Revelation
H.  Conclusion







  


A.  Rhetorical Structure:A.  Rhetorical Structure:


Looking for the Second Coming







  


Unfolding ThoughtUnfolding Thought


I.  Prologue  1:1-3
II.  Greeting  1:4-5a
III.  Body  1:5b-22:20


A. Thanksgiving 1:5b-8
*B. Visions  1:9-22:6
C.  Exhortation 22:6-20


IV.  Closing salutation  22:21







  


Divisions in Rev. 1:19Divisions in Rev. 1:19


❑ “The things that you have 
seen,” 1:9-20


❑ “Those that are,” 2:1-3:22
❑ “Those that are to take place 


after this,” 4:1-22:5
❖ 1:19 "those that are to take place after this."


❖ 4:1 "what must take place after this."







  


Expansion of ThoughtExpansion of Thought
I.  Prologue  1:1-3
II.  Greeting  1:4-5a
III.  Body  1:5b-22:20


  A.  Thanksgiving  1:5b-8
 *B.  Visions  1:9-22:6


   1.  “The things that you have seen,”
       1:9-20


   2.  “Those that are,” 2:1-3:22
  *3.  “Those that are to take place,”


       4:1-22:5
C.  Final exhortations  22:6-20


IV.  Closing salutation  22:21







  


Developing PlotDeveloping Plot


❑ Begin with letter form and Rev. 1:19.
❑ Look for language of Second Coming.
❑ Similar language applies to earlier 


“comings.”
❑ Earlier judgments anticipate


the great judgment.
❑ Hence, Second Coming is included. 


Look for
his Coming!







  


7 Cycles7 Cycles
1.  “What you have seen,” 1:9-20
2.  “What is,” 2:1-3:22
*3.  “What is to be,” 4:1-22:5


7 cycles of
judgment leading to 
Second Coming


culmination in new Jerusalem







  


What Are the Cycles?What Are the Cycles?


1.  7 seals  4:1-8:1
2.  7 trumpets  8:2-11:19
3.  Symbolic figures  12:1-14:20
4.  7 bowls  15:1-16:21
5.  Judgment of Babylon  17:1-19:10
6.  White horse judgment  19:11-21
7.  White throne judgment  20:1-21:8


Culmination: new Jerusalem  21:9-22:5







  


Cycle 1: Rev 6:12-17Cycle 1: Rev 6:12-17
Is It the Second Coming?Is It the Second Coming?


❑ 6:12-17 based on Jesus’ Olivet discourse.
❑ ‘‘The great day of wrath,’’ (6:17) (cf. 1 


Thess. 5:2,3, Mal. 4:1, Joel 2:10,11).
❑ 7 (or 6?) nature catastrophes
❑ 7 categories of affected people
❑ “Wrath” of the Lamb
❑ Removal of sky (6:14) corresponds to 20:11.







  


Second Coming in Each Second Coming in Each 
CycleCycle


2. Trumpets: 10:7, 11:15-18 (“judged”).
3. 14:14-20: “son of man” appears with ripe 


harvest.
4. Bowls: “wrath is completed,” 15:1.
5. 19:1-10:  fall of Babylon and marriage 


supper of the Lamb.
6. 19:11-21: last battle.
7.  20:11-15: Last Judgment.


All are
Second


Coming!







  


20:11-21:8 United20:11-21:8 United


White Throne
20:11-15


New Creation
21:1-8


Promise
20:15


Punishment
20:11-14


Promise
21:1-7


Punishment
21:8







  


Starting Point of Each Starting Point of Each 
CycleCycle


1. 7 seals
2. 7 trumpets
3. 7 symbolic accounts
4. 7 bowls
5. 7 pronouncements about 


Babylon
6. white horse
7. white throne


Second Coming
of Christ


culmination







  


Overview of ProgressionOverview of Progression


❑ Commission
❑ Prosecution of war
❑ Elimination of evil


culmination in new Jerusalem







  


❑ Commission
1.  7 seals:


❑ Prosecution of war
2.  7 trumpets:
3.  7 symbolic accounts:
4.  7 bowls:


❑ Elimination of evil
5.  7 messages about Babylon:
6.  white horse:
7.  white throne:


Progression of 7 CyclesProgression of 7 Cycles


scouts


effects on earth
characters


more effects on earth


seductress
power source
all evil


culmination







  


Remembering the Cycles: Remembering the Cycles: 
JerichoJericho


❑ send spies
❑ march and blow 


trumpets
❑ keep from “devoted” 


things
❑ shout of judgment
❑ the walls fall
❑ kill (but not Rahab)
❑ dispose of the spoil
❑ construct new city


1.  7 seals
2.  7 trumpets


3.  Symbolic accounts


4.  7 bowls
5.  Words on Babylon
6.  White horse
7.  White throne


new Jerusalem


Remember!







  


Detail of Cycle 1: 7 SealsDetail of Cycle 1: 7 Seals
Cycle 1: 7 seals  5:1-8:1


Char-
acter


a.  Character: the Lamb  5:1-14


6 judgments


b.  6 judgments   6:1-17


Promise


a'.  Promise for the church  7:1-17


7th judgment
(Second Coming)


bb.  7th and final judgment  8:1







  


Detail of Cycle 2: 7 TrumpetsDetail of Cycle 2: 7 Trumpets
Cycle 2: 7 trumpets  8:2-11:19


Char-
acter


a.  Characters: 7 angels 8:2-6


6 judgments


b.  6 judgments   8:7-9:21


Promise


a'.  Promise for the church  10:1-11:14


7th judgment
(Second Coming)


bb.  7th and final judgment  11:15-19







  


Detail of Cycle 3: Symbolic Detail of Cycle 3: Symbolic 
AccountsAccounts


Cycle 3: Symbolic accounts 12:1-14:20


Char-
acter


a.  Characters: woman and dragon 12:1-6


6 judgments


b.  6 accounts  12:7-14:11


Promise


a'.  Promise for the church  14:12-13


7th judgment
(Second Coming)


bb.  7th account: final judgment  14:14-20







  


Detail of CyclesDetail of Cycles


Scene


Promise
6 judgments


7th 
judgment 
(Second 
Coming)







  


a,b,a',bb in a Larger a,b,a',bb in a Larger 
Pattern Pattern 


a,b,a',bb


A,B,A',BB


A,B,
A',BB







  


Larger Pattern of Larger Pattern of 
ContrastsContrasts


A.  Character: recompenser-creator  4:1-11
B.  6 cycles of judgment  5:1-19:21


❖Each cycle has a, b, a', bb within it.
A'.  Promise for the saints  20:1-10
BB.  7th judgment: white throne


20:11-21:8







  


Contrasts in 20:1-10Contrasts in 20:1-10


a.  Character: recompenser  20:1
b.  Preliminary judgment  20:2-3
a'.  Promise for the saints  20:4-6
bb.  Final judgment of opponents  20:7-10







  


Contrasts in 20:11-21:8Contrasts in 20:11-21:8


a.  Character: recompenser  20:11
b.  Divine judgment  20:12-15
a'.  Promise for the saints  21:1-7
bb.  Exhaustive judgment  21:8







  


Largest A,B,A',BB  PatternLargest A,B,A',BB  Pattern


I.  Introduction: participants  1:1-11
II.  Body: the message  1:12-22:5


III.  Concluding exhortations  22:6-21


 A.  The judge  1:12-20
 B.  Promises and warnings 2:1-3:22
 A'.  Judgment of the world  4:1-21:8
 BB.  Final blessing  21:9-22:5







  


Summary of A,B,A',BBSummary of A,B,A',BB


1:12-22:5 A B BBA'


B: 5:1-19:21A
A' BB1 2 3 4 5 6


etc.


a,b,a',bb a,b,a',bb a,b,a',bb







  


B.  Symbolic CharactersB.  Symbolic Characters







  


Chiasm of CharactersChiasm of Characters
A.  The woman-church in creation  12:1
     B.  The dragon (Satan)  12:3
          C.  The beasts  13:1-18
               D.  The virgin church  14:1-5 
                     E.  Babylon  17:1-18
                     E.  Judgment of Babylon 18
               D.  Reward of the virgin 19:1-10
          C.  Judgment of the beasts  19:11-21
     B.  Judgment of the dragon  20:1-10
A.  Reward of the creation church  21:1-2







  


Movement of CharactersMovement of Characters
A.  The woman-church in creation  12:1
     B.  The dragon (Satan)  12:3
          C.  The beasts  13:1-18
               D.  The virgin church  14:1-5 
                     E.  Babylon  17:1-18
                     E.  Judgment of Babylon 18
               D.  Reward of the virgin 19:1-10
          C.  Judgment of beasts  19:11-21
     B.  Judgment of the dragon  20:1-10
A.  Reward of the creation church  21:1-2







  


C.   Structures with ThemesC.   Structures with Themes







  


Overview of Themes Overview of Themes 
A. The communication (seer, revelators, audience)  1:1-11
    B.  Christophany  1:12-20
        C.  Recompense to church militant  2:1-3:22
            D.  Throne vision  4:1-5:14
                E.  7 seals: rider judgments  6:1-8:1
                    F.  7 trumpets: angelic judgments  8:2-11:19
                        G.  The redeemed  12:1-6
                            H.  Deceptive opponent (Satan) 12:7-17
                                I.  Destructive opponent (Beast)  13:1-10
                            H.  Deceptive opponent (False P.) 13:11-18
                        G.  The redeemed  14:1-20
                    F.  7 bowls: angelic judgments  15:1-19:10
                E.  White horse: rider judgment  19:11-20:10
            D.  Throne vision  20:11-15
        C.  Recompense to church triumphant  21:1-8
    B.  Theophany  21:9-22:5
A.  The communication (seer, revelators, audience)  22:6-21







  


Core of the ThemesCore of the Themes


F.  7 trumpets  8:2-11:19


F.  7 bowls  15:1-19:10


G.  vision of the redeemed  12:1-6


G.  vision of the redeemed  14:1-20


H.  vision of deceiver  12:7-17


H.  vision of deceiver  13:11-18


I.  vision of destroyer  13:1-10







  


D.  Other StructuresD.  Other Structures
❑ Parallels between the 7 trumpets and 


the 7 bowls
❑ The songs of praise, 4:8,11; 


5:8-10,11-12,13; 7:9-10,11-12, 
11:15,16-18; 15:2-4; 19:1-8.


❑ 7 letters vs. the new Jerusalem
❑ Repeated appearances of symbolic 


characters, especially the beast and 
Babylon


❑ Heptads







  


4 Trumpets and Bowls4 Trumpets and Bowls


1.  On dry land
2.  On sea
3.  On fresh water
4.  On heavenly bodies


1.  On dry land
2.  On sea
3.  On fresh water
4.  On sun


BowlsTrumpets







  


IntensificationIntensification
from Trumpets to Bowlsfrom Trumpets to Bowls


1.  1/3 of earth
2.  1/3 of sea
3.  Bitter drinking
4.  1/3 of heavenly 


bodies


1.  All land
2.  All sea
3.  Drinking blood
4.  The sun


BowlsTrumpets







  


Last 3 Trumpets and BowlsLast 3 Trumpets and Bowls


5.  On beast 
worshipers


6.  Involving 
Euphrates


7.  Reign of God; 
judgment of 
Babylon


5.  On beast 
worshipers


6.  Involving 
Euphrates


7.  Reign of God; 
judgment of 
nations


BowlsTrumpets







  


HeptadsHeptads


 1.    7 letters 1:1-3:22
     2.    7 seals  4:1-8:1
         3.    7 trumpets  8:2-11:19
             4.    7 symbols 12-14
         5.    7 bowls  15:1-16:21
      6.    7 words about Babylon  17-18
  7.    7 last things 19:1-22:21







  


7 Last Things7 Last Things


❑ Final celebration  19:1-10
❑     Final battle  19:11-21
❑     Elimination of evil  20:1-10
❑     Final judgment  20:11-15
❑ Final new universe  21:1-8
❑ Final city  21:9-27
❑ Final paradise  22:1-5


}-
} +







  


The Two CitiesThe Two Cities


❑ Interpreting angel, 17:1-3
❑ Vision of City


❖ Harlot, 17:4-18:24
❖ Bride, 19:1-8


❑ Truth, 19:9
❑ Worship God, 19:10


❑ 21:9-10
❑ 21:11-22:5


❖ Bride


❑ 22:6
❑ 22:8-9


Church militant Church triumphant







  


E.  Chronological Relation of E.  Chronological Relation of 
the Scenes of Revelationthe Scenes of Revelation







  


Basic Facts about  Basic Facts about  
Chronological RelationsChronological Relations


❑ Fluidity of language suggests multiple 
fulfillment


❑ Does Second Coming language refer to 
the Second Coming?  Yes.


❑ Hence, 7 cycles recapitulate.
❑ How?







  


RecapitulationRecapitulation


1.  7 seals
2.  7 trumpets
3.  7 symbolic accounts
4.  7 bowls
5.  7 messages


   about Babylon
6.  white horse
7.  white throne
      New Jerusalem


The appearing
of Christ







  


The Nesting ApproachThe Nesting Approach


1 2 3 4 5 6 7


1 2 3 4 5 6 7


❑ 7 trumpets


1 2 3 4 5 6 7


❑ 7 bowls


❑ 7 seals







  


Nesting as RecapitulationNesting as Recapitulation


1.  7 seals
2.  7 trumpets
(3.  7 symbolic histories)
4.  7 bowls
5.  pronouncements about


Babylon
6.  white horse
7.  white throne
     New Jerusalem


The appearing
of Christ







  


Silence of 8:1 — A Blank?Silence of 8:1 — A Blank?


❑ Otherwise unknown in apocalyptic
❑ Silence to hear prayers of saints (8:3-5)


❖ Beasley-Murray


❑ Primeval silence before new creation
❖ Rissi


❑ Standing in awe of God (Hab. 2:20; Zeph. 
1:7; see also Isa. 41:1; 47:5; Zech. 2:13; 4 
Ezra 7:30-31; 2 Bar. 3:7)







  


Nesting: the FailureNesting: the Failure


❑ Rev 12-14 requires recapitulation.
❑ 8:1 is not blank.
❑ Last battle reoccurs: 20:7-9, 19:17-21, 


17:12-14, 16:12-16, 9:14, 6:15.
❑ Recapitulation, but not nesting, occurs 


elsewhere in apocalyptic:
❖ Dan 2, 7, 8, 9, 11
❖ Ezek 34, 36, 37, 40
❖ Zech 9:13-17, 10:5, 12:1-9, 14:1-5







  


  F.   ConclusionF.   Conclusion


❑ Revelation is a 
beautiful tapestry


❑ With multiple 
dimensions


❑ Interlocking
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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure 
everyone the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, 
this License preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications 
made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It 
complements the GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program 
should come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be 
used for any textual work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for 
works whose purpose is instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be 
distributed under the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under 
the conditions stated herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is 
addressed as "you". You accept the license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with 
modifications and/or translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the 
publishers or authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly 
within that overall subject. (Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) 
The relationship could be a matter of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, 
ethical or political position regarding them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice 
that says that the Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not 
allowed to be designated as Invariant. The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any 
Invariant Sections then there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says 
that the Document is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 
25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the 
general public, that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) 
generic paint programs or (for drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for 
automatic translation to a variety of formats suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format 
whose markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not 
Transparent. An image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called 
"Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, 
SGML or XML using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human 
modification. Examples of transparent image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that 
can be read and edited only by proprietary word processors, SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not 
generally available, and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced by some word processors for output purposes 
only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material 
this License requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the 
text near the most prominent appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses 
following text that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as 
"Acknowledgements", "Dedications", "Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the 
Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These 
Warranty Disclaimers are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other 
implication that these Warranty Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the 
copyright notices, and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other 
conditions whatsoever to those of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the 
copies you make or distribute. However, you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of 
copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the 
Document's license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: 
Front-Cover Texts on the front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the 
publisher of these copies. The front cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other 
material on the covers in addition. Copying with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy 
these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the 
actual cover, and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable 
Transparent copy along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the 
general network-using public has access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the 
Document, free of added material. If you use the latter option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of 
Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year 
after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, 
to give them a chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you 
release the Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing 
distribution and modification of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the 
Modified Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions 
(which should, if there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if 
the original publisher of that version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the 
Modified Version, together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than 
five), unless they release you from this requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the 
terms of this License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher 
of the Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, 
authors, and publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous 
sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the 
network locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a 
network location for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers 
to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the 
substance and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not 
considered part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied 
from the Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant 
Sections in the Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--
for example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list 
of Cover Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through 
arrangements made by) any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by 
arrangement made by the same entity you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit 
permission from the previous publisher that added the old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified 
versions, provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them 
all as Invariant Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If 
there are multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end 
of it, in parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to 
the section titles in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled 
"History"; likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections 
Entitled "Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of 
this License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for 
verbatim copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this 
License into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or 
distribution medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the 
compilation's users beyond what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to 
the other works in the aggregate which are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of 
covers if the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing 
Invariant Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all 
Invariant Sections in addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the 
license notices in the Document, and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and 
the original versions of those notices and disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License 
or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title 
(section 1) will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to 
copy, modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties 
who have received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full 
compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new 
versions will be similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See 
http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this 
License "or any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any 
later version that has been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of 
this License, you may choose any version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







  


A.  God's Control







  


“Come Up Here” (4:1)


John
A privilege.


Voice of Christ
you


● Through Christ you have access to God.







  


God Centered Universe
4 living


creatures


24 elders


myriads
of angels


every creature
in heaven, earth,


under the earth, sea







  


B.  God’s Glory







  


Worship in Heaven and 
Earth


Heaven:


24 elders 4 living
creatures


Earth:
12 OT tribes


12 NT apostles


many
animals,
plants


image







  


Light Reflected


A reflection.


(1 John 1:5)● God (4:5; 1:16)
● Angels (1:20)
● Stars (1:20; 1:16)
● Temple lamps (1:20)
● The churches (1:20)
● You (Matt. 5:14, 16)
● The call to witness







  


Kingship Reflected


God angelic
court


heaven
and earth


image


Adam other
people


earth


Eden







  


Presence Reflected
God


indwelling
angelic
court


heaven
and earth


you church


image


kingdom/
temple


1:14 4:4 5:13


11:191:12-133:20







  


Beauty Reflected


God angelic
court


heaven
and earth


you church


Rev. 4:3; 
splendor


Ezek. 1:16 Rev. 
21:19-21


kingdom


Rev. 
21:19-21


Isa. 61:10; 
62:3


Exod. 
28:15-21







  


C.  God’s Consummation







  


Completed Reflection
God


indwelling
angelic
court


heaven
and earth


you church


22:1 21:12 21:23


kingdom


21:161:12-1322:4







  


7 Cycles Follow Reflection


God;
Lamb


7 angels
in court


cosmic
theater


church;
false church


temple


5:1; 6:11 8:22 12:1-33


15:5-8


4


17:1-19:10


5
last


Adam
19:11


God &
man


6
reigning
saints 20:4


7







  


Final Reflection: New 
Jerusalem


7 angels
in court


cosmic
theater


last
Adam


church;
false church


temple


God &
man


1 2 3


45


6
reigning
saints


7


God;
Lamb


God
new Jerusalem
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D.   Lessons from Theophany







  


Implications of God's Glory


● God will surely achieve his purposes.
● God makes man in his image, rather than 


man projecting God in man’s image.
● See the glory of God reflected in what he 


has made.







  


God’s Glory in History


all 
things


spread of glory


Unstoppable.







  


God’s Glory Copied


literal
human king


God as merely
metaphorical


King


reality


original
King


copy
king


man-centered
thinking







  


God’s Glory Reflected


light kingship presence beauty







  


God’s Glory Now
● In redemption, 5:2-6
● In creation, 4:11


◆ Light
◆ Cloud
◆ Thunder 
◆ Trees (life)
◆ Houses







  


Evangelism from Theophany


● Don Richardson, Peace Child, illustrates 
the challenges.


● You may start from general revelation:
 water, trees, the sun, marriage, power 
(kingship).







  


Worship from Theophany


Seeing God in majesty


Praise


4:8


Awe


1:17


Imitation


2 Cor. 3:18







  


H. The Lamb and the Scroll







  


God’s Scroll
● Heavenly books contain God’s plans, 


Dan. 10:21; 12:4, 9; (8:26)
Heavenly


scene
Heavenly


books


Universal
context


Plan for
history


sealed =
inaccessible


Who can bring God’s plan to realization?







  


The Lamb’s Ability (5:5-6)


● Lion, Root of David


● Slain able


Yes!
● With Spirit


● Lamb
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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License 
preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual 
work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is 
instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated 
herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the 
license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. 
(Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter 
of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says 
that the Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be 
designated as Invariant. The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then 
there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general 
public, that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint 
programs or (for drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation 
to a variety of formats suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of 
markup, has been arranged to thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not 
Transparent if used for any substantial amount of text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML 
or XML using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. 
Examples of transparent image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited 
only by proprietary word processors, SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-
generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this 
License requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the 
most prominent appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses 
following text that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as 
"Acknowledgements", "Dedications", "Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the 
Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty 
Disclaimers are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that 
these Warranty Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those 
of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, 
you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the 
front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front 
cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying 
with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in 
other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual 
cover, and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable 
Transparent copy along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general 
network-using public has access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of 
added material. If you use the latter option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, 
to ensure that this Transparent copy will remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an 
Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give 
them a chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and 
modification of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which 
should, if there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original 
publisher of that version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified 
Version, together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they 
release you from this requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and 
publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location 
for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the 
Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) 
any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity 
you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the 
old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant 
Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in 
parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles 
in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled 
"Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim 
copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond 
what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which 
are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if 
the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in 
addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, 
and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and 
disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will 
prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have 
received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has 
been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose any 
version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







  


● Commission
1.  7 seals:


● Prosecution of war
2.  7 trumpets:
3.  7 symbolic accounts:
4.  7 bowls:


● Elimination of evil
5.  7 messages about Babylon:
6.  white horse:
7.  white throne:


Progression of 7 Cycles


scouts


effects on earth
characters


more effects on earth


seductress
power source


all evil
culmination







  


A.  The Seven Seals







  


1.  Rider on white horse  6:1-2
2.  Rider on red horse  6:3-4
3.  Rider on black horse  6:5-6
4.  Rider on pale horse  6:7-8
5.  Souls of martyrs  6:9-11
6.  Cosmic judgment of Second Coming  


6:12-17
(Promise: sealing; many nations  7:1-17)
7.  Introducing God  8:1


Content of the 7 Seals







  


Meaning of the Riders


● Compare with Zech. 1:8-17, where four 
riders are God’s scouts and angelic agents.


● Each brings a particular judgment.
▆White: conquest
▆Red: war
▆Black: famine
▆Pale: death


● Christ the Lamb governs all of them.


Security
in time


of trouble.







  


B.  What Are the Different 
Views?







  


Four Ways of Interpreting
the Seals


1.  Roman Empire
2.  Final Crisis
3.  Church History
4.  Repeated Pattern So what do


they look like?







  


Why Look at Others’ Views?


● Learn from others.
● Don’t blindly adopt an approach.
● Choice of view affects interpretation 


of all of Revelation.
● No one view fits all the Scripture. 







  


Understanding Our Time


◆ When does it begin?


First  Coming


● What is our era of redemptive history?


◆ When does it end?


Second  Coming







  


Time of Fulfillment


When is the primary fulfillment?


First  Coming Second  Coming


?







  


Foci of Fulfillment


John,
7 churches


Final 
crisis


Us


Repeated







  


Roman Empire View (Preterist)


● Beckwith (pp. 334-35): “the book [is] 
fulfilled in the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the fall of the Roman 
Empire.”


All in
the past.


primary fulfillment







  


Final Crisis View (Futurist)


● Fulfillment occurs in the events of the 
final crisis immediately preceding the 
Second Coming.


All in the
future.







  


Church History View (Historicist)


● Morris (p. 17): “setting out … the 
history of western Europe … until the 
second coming of Christ.”


● Rev 6-19 is in chronological order.







  


Repeated Pattern View (Idealist)


● Tenney (p. 143): “… represents the 
eternal conflict of good and evil which 
persists in every age.”







  


Summary of Views


● Roman
   Empire
● Final
   Crisis
● Church
   History
● Repeated
   Pattern







  


C.  How do the Different Views 
Work?







  


Interpreting Rev 6:1-8 (Riders)


● Conquest, wars, famine, 
death in Roman Empire


● Opening events of the 
final tribulation


● Nerva; Pertinax; 
Caracalla; Valerian


● Conquest, wars, famine, 
death wherever they 
appear


● Roman 
Empire


● Final Crisis


● Church 
History


● Repeated 
Pattern







  


Interpreting Rev 6:9-11 (Souls)


● Martyrs in Empire


● Martyrs in the final 
tribulation


● Diocletian persecution


● Martyrs throughout 
history


● Roman 
Empire


● Final Crisis


● Church 
History


● Repeated 
Pattern







  


D.  Evaluating the Four Views







  


Attractions of the Schools


RP


CH


FC


RE I’m not sure.
They all look good.


Insightful!







  


God Is Involved with Us


● God loves 7 churches.
● God will come.
● God loves us NOW.
● God is the same at all 


times.


● Roman Empire
● Final Crisis
● Application NOW
● Repeated


God is
central.







  


Some Truth in All Four


● God is always the same.
● God rules all history.
● Spiritual warfare  is always the same.


All apply the
same spiritual


principles.


RPCHFCRE







  


Ways of Interpreting


Symbol


General 
principle


Embodied in other approaches


NOW







  


E.  Wrapping Up the Cycle of 
Seals







  


● Promise of protection and security for 
the saints assures us in the midst of 
distress.


PromiseChar-
acter


6 judgments
7th judgment
(Second Coming)


The Promise-Interlude (7:1-17)


distress, 6:1-17 security, 7:1-17







  


Interpreting the 144,000


● Symbolic meaning for numbers
▆ 7 indicates completeness, Rev. 15:1; Gen. 2:1-3.
▆ 1000 indicates a large amount, 2 Pet. 3:8.
▆ 12 indicates the people of God, Luke 22:29; Rev. 


21:12-14.
▆ 4 indicates the four directions of the compass, 


encompassing all the earth, Zech. 6:5.
● 12,000 in Rev. 7 = 12 ×  1000, people of God in 


their multitude.







  


Seventh Seal: Silence in 8:1


● Silence in awe of God’s presence, as in
Hab. 2:20; Isa. 41:1; Zeph. 1:7; Zech. 
2:13.


● When God appears, he makes a new 
world.  But the vision of this new 
world is delayed until Rev. 21-22. 







3U6Trump.pdf


    


The Seven Trumpets


with Attention to God’s Symbolismwith Attention to God’s Symbolism
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0. PREAMBLE0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License 
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We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual 
work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is 
instruction or reference.instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated 
herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the 
license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. 
(Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter (Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter 
of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding them.of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding them.







    


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says that the The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be designated as Invariant. Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be designated as Invariant. 
The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then there are none.The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the Document The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the Document 
is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general public, A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general public, 
that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint programs or (for that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint programs or (for 
drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation to a variety of formats drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation to a variety of formats 
suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to 
thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of 
text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML or XML Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML or XML 
using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. Examples of transparent using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. Examples of transparent 
image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited only by proprietary word processors, image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited only by proprietary word processors, 
SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced 
by some word processors for output purposes only.by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this License The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this License 
requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the most prominent requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the most prominent 
appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses following text A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses following text 
that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", 
"Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" "Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" 
according to this definition.according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty Disclaimers The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty Disclaimers 
are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that these Warranty are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that these Warranty 
Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those 
of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, 
you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







    


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the 
front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front 
cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying 
with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in 
other respects.other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the firsIf the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual cover, t ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual cover, 
and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable Transparent copy If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable Transparent copy 
along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general network-using public has along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general network-using public has 
access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of added material. If you use the latter access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of added material. If you use the latter 
option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will 
remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or 
retailers) of that edition to the public.retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give them a It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give them a 
chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and modification Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and modification 
of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:


        * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which should, if * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which should, if 
there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original publisher of that there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original publisher of that 
version gives permission.version gives permission.


        * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified Version, * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified Version, 
together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they release you from this together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they release you from this 
requirement.requirement.


        * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.* C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


        * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.* D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


        * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.* E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







    


      * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


        * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.* G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


        * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.* H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


        * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and 
publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.


        * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location 
for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.


        * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


        * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.part of the section titles.


        * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.* M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


        * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.* N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


        * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.* O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the 
Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) 
any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity 
you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the 
old one.old one.







    


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant 
Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in 
parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles 
in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled 
"Endorsements.""Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim 
copying of each of the documents in all other respects.copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond 
what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which 
are not themselves derivative works of the Document.are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if 
the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







    


8. TRANSLATION8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in 
addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, 
and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and 
disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will 
prevail.prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have 
received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has 
been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose any been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose any 
version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







    


➡ CommissionCommission
1.  7 seals:1.  7 seals:


➡ Prosecution of warProsecution of war
2.  7 trumpets:2.  7 trumpets:
3.  7 symbolic accounts:3.  7 symbolic accounts:
4.  7 bowls:4.  7 bowls:


➡ Elimination of evilElimination of evil
5.  7 messages about Babylon:5.  7 messages about Babylon:
6.  white horse:6.  white horse:
7.  white throne:7.  white throne:


Progression of 7 Cycles


scouts


effects on earth
characters


more effects on earth


seductress
power source


all evil
culmination







    


A.  Structure of Trumpet Cycle







    


Detail of Cycle 2:
7 Trumpets


➡ Cycle 2: 7 trumpets  8:2-11:19Cycle 2: 7 trumpets  8:2-11:19


Char-
acter


❖a.  Characters: 7 angels 8:2-6


6 judgments


❖b.  6 judgments   8:7-9:21


Promise


❖a'.  Promise for the church  10:1-11:14


7th judgment
(Second Coming)


❖bb.  7th and final judgment  11:15-19







    


Characters Controlling
the Trumpets (8:2-5)


➡ Angelic agents control the effects.Angelic agents control the effects.
➡God sends them.God sends them.
➡The prayers of the saints play a role.The prayers of the saints play a role.
➡All sufferings remain in God’s control All sufferings remain in God’s control 


and serves his purposes and serves his purposes for the saintsfor the saints..







    


Particular Trumpets


1.  Burn up 1/3 of the 1.  Burn up 1/3 of the earthearth, 8:7., 8:7.


2.  Turn into blood 1/3 of the 2.  Turn into blood 1/3 of the seasea, 8:8-9., 8:8-9.


3.  Make bitter 1/3 of the 3.  Make bitter 1/3 of the fresh waterfresh water, 8:10-11., 8:10-11.


4.  Darken 1/3 of the 4.  Darken 1/3 of the heavenly bodiesheavenly bodies, 8:12., 8:12.


5.  Send horrific scorpion-like locusts, 9:1-11.5.  Send horrific scorpion-like locusts, 9:1-11.


6.  Send huge army with plagues, 9:13-21.6.  Send huge army with plagues, 9:13-21.


          (Promise: saints prophesy, 10:1-11:14.)(Promise: saints prophesy, 10:1-11:14.)


7.  God’s kingdom completed, 11:15-19.7.  God’s kingdom completed, 11:15-19.







    


B.  Interpreting the Locusts







    


Locusts of Rev. 9:1-11


➡ Roman decadenceRoman decadence


➡ Future locusts; or evil powersFuture locusts; or evil powers
➡ Islamic invasionIslamic invasion


➡ Powers of evil in the wicked Powers of evil in the wicked 
at all timesat all times


➡ Roman Roman 
EmpireEmpire


➡ Final CrisisFinal Crisis
➡ Church Church 


HistoryHistory
➡ Repeated Repeated 


PatternPattern







    


Interpreting Rev 9:1-11 (cont.)


● Islamic invasion
➡crownscrowns
➡women’s hairwomen’s hair
➡ five monthsfive months


➡ Church HistoryChurch History


150 years


Mohammed opens
his mission


612 762


Caliphate to
Baghdad







    


Ways of Interpreting


Symbol


General 
principle


NOW


Embodied







    


C.  Symbolism







    


Two Approaches to Symbols


1. Code


● One referent
● Meaning = referent
● Isolated


2. Multifaceted


● Multiple allusions
● Multifaceted impact


● Holistic







    


Expanded Understanding of Isa. 
40:1-5


valleys filled,
hills made low


Day of the Lord


Special highway for God


destroy pride
(Isa. 2:1-17)


earth changes when God
appears (Pss. 18:15; 46:6)


Fulfilled in John
the Baptist (Matt. 3:3)


Isa. 40:4







    


Expanded Understanding of 
Prophetic Fulfillment


A


1


Pro
ph


et
’s 


ow
n 


tim
e


C
ap


tiv
ity


 a
nd


 


R
es


to
ra


tio
n


2


Chr
ist


’s 
Fi
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t 


Com
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g


3


Second 
Coming


4


Adapted from Irving Jensen, Adapted from Irving Jensen, Bible Study ChartsBible Study Charts







    


Expanded Understanding of 
Locust Plague (Rev. 9:1-11)


Locust
Plague


(Rev. 9:1-11)


Day of the Lord
Punishment of wicked


Damage of literal locusts


Plague on Pharaoh
(Exod. 10:1-20)


The Day (Joel 2:1-11)


God’s army







    


Olivet Discourse (Luke 21)


Adapted from Irving Jensen, Bible Study Charts


tribulation


fall of
Jerusalem


70 A.D.


tribulation


Second
fall of


Jerusalem


Double Perspective of Olivet Discourse







    


D.  Symbols in Revelation







    


Expanded Understanding of Rev. 
17:9


7 heads of the Beast


7 hills
on which


the woman sits.


(17:9)


7 kings,
5 of whom
have fallen.


(17:10)







    


Expanded Understanding of the 
Beast (Rev. 13:1-10)


➡ Referent (Roman Emperor?).Referent (Roman Emperor?).
➡ Hideous monstrosity (repulsiveness).Hideous monstrosity (repulsiveness).
➡ Combination of beasts from Daniel 7.Combination of beasts from Daniel 7.
➡ With background of Genesis 1-3, where With background of Genesis 1-3, where 


beasts are subordinate to man.beasts are subordinate to man.


BeastFor







    


God’s Mystery Reflected in 
Symbols


God’s Trinitarian nature


God’s appearing in Rev.


God’s surroundings


all of Revelation







    


God-Centered Symbolism


God
God in theophany is rich, 
multifaceted, 
nonexhaustible, 
Trinitarian.


Symbolism of 
Revelation is 
multifaceted.







    


See the Whole


Hmm.…  Let’s see now.  What does the “locust” of
Rev. 9 mean?  The “horse” part must refer to one
of the months of the Chinese calendar.  “Crowns


of gold” must refer to Babylonian kings.  “Women’s
hair” surely suggests that it is women who will bring
about the final downfall of mankind.  “Scorpion tails”


…  hmm...  Now let me see.


1st GraderCollege Student


Awesome!


It’s a monster!







    


E.  Promise-Interlude in Rev. 
10-11







    


Promise in Trumpet Cycle


like Moses
and Elijah


➡ God will enable his messengers to witness.God will enable his messengers to witness.


1.  Jesus is the primary witness, 1:5


2.  An angel witnesses, 10:1-7


3.  John witnesses, 10:8-11


4.  The two witnesses, 11:3-13


5.  Lampstand/churches, 11:4, 1:20


6.  You bear witness, Matt. 5:14-16







    


Promise 2 in Trumpet Cycle


➡ God will cause his messengers to triumph God will cause his messengers to triumph 
over death.over death.


1.  Jesus is victor over death, 1:18; 11:8


2.  John suffers exile, 1:9


3.  Two witnesses are raised, 11:3-13


4.  Churches face death, 2:10, 13


5.  You are victor over death, Mark 13:9-13
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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License 
preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual 
work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is 
instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated 
herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the 
license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. 
(Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter 
of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be designated as Invariant. 
The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the Document 
is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general public, 
that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint programs or (for 
drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation to a variety of formats 
suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to 
thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of 
text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML or XML 
using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. Examples of transparent 
image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited only by proprietary word processors, 
SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced 
by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this License 
requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the most prominent 
appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses following text 
that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", 
"Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" 
according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty Disclaimers 
are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that these Warranty 
Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those 
of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, 
you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the 
front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front 
cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying 
with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in 
other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual cover, 
and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable Transparent copy 
along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general network-using public has 
access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of added material. If you use the latter 
option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will 
remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or 
retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give them a 
chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and modification 
of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which should, if 
there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original publisher of that 
version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified Version, 
together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they release you from this 
requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and 
publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location 
for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the 
Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) 
any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity 
you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the 
old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant 
Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in 
parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles 
in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled 
"Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim 
copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond 
what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which 
are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if 
the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in 
addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, 
and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and 
disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will 
prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have 
received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has 
been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose any 
version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







A. Structure







  


◆ Commission
1.  7 seals:


◆ Prosecution of war
2.  7 trumpets:
3.  7 symbolic accounts:
4.  7 bowls:


◆ Elimination of evil
5.  7 messages about Babylon:
6.  white horse:
7.  white throne:


Progression of 7 Cycles


scouts


effects on earth
characters


more effects on earth


seductress
power source


all evil
culmination







  


Detail of Cycle 3: Symbolic Accounts


Cycle 3: Symbolic accounts 12:1-14:20


Char-
acter


a.  Characters: woman and dragon 12:1-6


6 judgments


b.  6 accounts  12:7-14:11


Promise


a'.  Promise for the church  14:12-13


7th judgment
(Second Coming)


bb.  7th account: final judgment  14:14-20







  


7 Symbolic Accounts
Introduction: the Woman and the Dragon 12:1-6
1.  Account of the Dragon 12:7-12
2.  Account of the Woman  12:13-17
3.  Account of the Beast  13:1-10
4.  Account of the False Prophet  13:11-18
5.  Account of the 144,000  14:1-5
6.  Account of 3 angelic proclaimers  14:6-11
     (Promise: saints persevere  14:12-13)
7.  Account of one like a son of man  14:14-20







B.  Counterfeiting







Satan’s Method: Rev. 13:1


◆ Dragon
◆ 7 heads
◆ 10 horns
◆ Crowns on heads


Satan Assistant


◆ Beast
◆ 7 heads
◆ 10 horns
◆ Crowns on horns


(12:3) (13:1)


◆ Pattern ◆ Reflected image







Imaging


◆ God Adam


Pattern Reflected Image


◆ Dragon Beast (Rev. 13:1)
Counterfeiting


◆ God Christ
the Father the Son (Col. 1:15)







Counterfeit Trinity


Original CounterfeitFunction


◆ Christ   executes
 the Son


◆ Spirit   witnesses


◆ Beast


◆ False Prophet


◆ The Father   originates ◆ Dragon







The Beast Counterfeits Christ


19:12 Diadems 13:1
19:11,12,16 Name 13:1
12:5,10 Power 13:2
1:18 Resurrection 13:3,12
1:6 Worship 13:4
Exo. 15:3,11-12 Praise 13:4
14:1; 7:3 Seal 13:16
5:9 Nations’ allegiance 13:7-8


Christ BeastFeature







Eschatological War


Christ Beast


Divine Holy 
Warrior (19:11-16)


Abyssal Unholy 
Warrior (13:1-8)







Lessons from Counterfeiting
◆ You are either for God or against him.
◆ Satan as a creature must imitate God (2 Cor. 


11:14).
– Danger in passing off the counterfeit
– Satan is not the Creator/Originator


◆ Repulsiveness of the counterfeit.
◆ Fit punishment for followers is to be under 


the Beast.
◆ God controls Satan and all history,


 Job 1-2; Ps. 76:10; Rom. 8:28.







C.  Satan's Role







Satan’s Repeated Pattern


◆ Satan cannot create; he must imitate.
◆ Satan always follows the same pattern.
◆ Spiritual war shows a constant pattern.
◆ Satan suffers repeated defeats.


God’s
character


Nothing
new here.


Satan’s 
Pattern







Repeated Defeat of the Dragon
◆ Exodus from Egypt.  Isa. 51:9-10; Ps. 74:13-14?
◆ Restoration from Babylon.  Isa. 51:9-11


◆ Babylon destroys Egypt.  Ezek. 29:3-6; 32:2-5
◆ Time of fulfillment.  Isa. 27:1
◆ First coming of Christ.  John 12:31; Luke 10:18; 


Rev. 12:9; Rev. 20:2?
◆ Second coming of Christ. Rev. 20:2? Rev. 20:10







Summary of Defeats


◆ Spiritual war throughout history
◆ The dragon is repeatedly defeated
◆ The pattern of defeat leads up to


his final destruction.


Repeated
defeats


Final
destruction







D.  Role of the Beast







  


Repeated Manifestations


◆ Satan has repeated defeats (pattern or 
war)


◆ The Beast can have
– repeated manifestations
– and repeated defeats.


Satan Beast
Image


forces


Like father,
like son.







  


Four Views of the Beast


◆ Roman persecution
◆ Final persecution
◆ Persecution NOW,


2 Tim. 3:1,12
◆ Repeated 


persecution


1.  Roman Empire
2.  Final Crisis
3.  Church History


4.  Repeated 
Pattern







  


Persecution Now


But understand this, that in the last days 
there will come times of difficulty.  For 
people will be lovers of self, lovers of 
money, proud, arrogant, abusive, ... 
  --2 Tim. 3:1-2


Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life 
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
   --2 Tim. 3:12







Application of Satan’s Defeat to Us


◆ Satan has been decisively defeated Col. 2:15, 
Rev. 12:7-12.


◆ Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection 
accomplished it, Rev. 1:18.


◆ We do not fear death, Rev. 1:18.


◆ We can endure momentary injustices.
◆ Satan’s final defeat is guaranteed, Rev. 


20:10.







The Role of the Characters
 in the Course of the Battle


A.  The woman-church in creation  12:1
      B.  The dragon (Satan)  12:3
            C.  The beasts  13:1-18
                  D.  The virgin church  14:1-5 
                        E.  Babylon  17:1-18


      E.  Judgment of Babylon  18
                  D.  Reward of the virgin  19:1-10
            C.  Judgment of beasts  19:11-21
      B.  Judgment of the dragon  20:1-10
A.  Reward of the creation church  21:1-2







The Role of the Characters
 in the Course of the Battle


A.  The woman-church in creation  12:1
      B.  The dragon (Satan)  12:3
            C.  The beasts  13:1-18
                  D.  The virgin church  14:1-5 
                        E.  Babylon  17:1-18


      E.  Judgment of Babylon  18
                  D.  Reward of the virgin  19:1-10
            C.  Judgment of beasts  19:11-21
      B.  Judgment of the dragon  20:1-10
A.  Reward of the creation church  21:1-2







  


Confirming Four Views of Beast


◆ Dan. 7:7; Suetonius, 
Domitian 12.2. 


◆ 2 Thess. 2:6-8
◆ Totalitarian 


aspirations
◆ Dan. 7 spans this age


1.  Roman Empire


2.  Final Crisis
3.  Church History


4.  Repeated 
Pattern







  


Emperor Worship


◆ Emperors called themselves divine.
◆ People offered incense (an act of 


worship) to the “genius of the 
emperor” to show political loyalty.


◆ Those who refused were guilty of 
treason.


Uh oh!
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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License 
preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual 
work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is 
instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated 
herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the 
license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. 
(Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter 
of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says 
that the Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be 
designated as Invariant. The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then 
there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general 
public, that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint 
programs or (for drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation 
to a variety of formats suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of 
markup, has been arranged to thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not 
Transparent if used for any substantial amount of text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML 
or XML using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. 
Examples of transparent image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited 
only by proprietary word processors, SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-
generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this 
License requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the 
most prominent appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses 
following text that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as 
"Acknowledgements", "Dedications", "Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the 
Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty 
Disclaimers are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that 
these Warranty Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those 
of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, 
you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the 
front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front 
cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying 
with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in 
other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual 
cover, and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable 
Transparent copy along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general 
network-using public has access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of 
added material. If you use the latter option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, 
to ensure that this Transparent copy will remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an 
Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give 
them a chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and 
modification of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which 
should, if there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original 
publisher of that version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified 
Version, together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they 
release you from this requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and 
publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location 
for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the 
Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) 
any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity 
you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the 
old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant 
Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in 
parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles 
in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled 
"Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim 
copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond 
what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which 
are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if 
the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in 
addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, 
and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and 
disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will 
prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have 
received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has 
been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose any 
version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







  


◆ Commission
1.  7 seals:


◆ Prosecution of war
2.  7 trumpets:
3.  7 symbolic accounts:
4.  7 bowls:


◆ Elimination of evil
5.  7 messages about Babylon:
6.  white horse:
7.  white throne:


Progression of 7 Cycles


scouts


effects on earth
characters


more effects on earth


seductress
power source


all evil
culmination







A. The Nature of the Beast


Bamberg Apocalypse







  


Four Views of the Beast


◆ Roman persecution
◆ Final persecution
◆ Persecution NOW,


2 Tim. 3:1,12
◆ Repeated 


persecution


1.  Roman Empire
2.  Final Crisis
3.  Church History


4.  Repeated 
Pattern







  


Confirming Four Views of Beast


◆ Dan. 7:7; Suetonius, 
Domitian 12.2. 


◆ 2 Thess. 2:6-8
◆ Totalitarian 


aspirations
◆ Dan. 7 spans this age


1.  Roman Empire


2.  Final Crisis
3.  Church History


4.  Repeated 
Pattern







  


Modern Totalitarian Dream


State


good
citizen


submit


tribereligion personal goals







  


Christian Loyalties


GOD


model
Christian


exhaustive
submission


tribe
personal 
goals


familystate international
church







B.  The Nature of the False Prophet


Rev. 13:11-18







  


Two Monsters


Rev. 13:1-10 Rev. 13:11-18


Called
“The Beast”


Called
“The False Prophet”


Note Rev. 16:13; 19:20; 20:10.


A beast
from the sea


A beast
from the earth







  


The False Prophet


◆ False Prophet assists the Beast.
◆ He promotes worship of the Beast, 


13:12-15.


◆ He counterfeits the Holy Spirit.







  


False Prophet as Counterfeit


◆ Promotes worship 
of Christ


◆ Leads into truth
◆ Works miracles
◆ Exercises authority 


of Christ


◆ Promotes worship of 
the Beast


◆ Deceives
◆ Counterfeit miracles
◆ Exercises authority 


of the Beast


Holy Spirit False Prophet







  


Counterfeit Trinity


◆ Dragon
◆ Beast


◆ False Prophet


◆ The Father   originates
◆ Christ   executes


 the Son
◆ Spirit   witnesses


Original CounterfeitFunction







C.  Levels of Application







  


Forms of Idolatry


◆ Literal: Worship of Caesar or  Artemis
◆ Blatant:Devotion to power or money
◆ Subtle: “Christian” compromises
◆ Universal: Root motivations







  


Beast Worship Worldwide


Beast


◆ Totalitarian Power
– Communism
– Islamic states
– Other totalitarian 


governments


False Prophet


◆ Propaganda
– From State
– From Media







  


The Beast in the USA


Beast False Prophet


◆ Propaganda
– Education
– Media


◆ Power
– State
– Business







  


Worship of the Beast in the USA


◆ Statism


◆ Manipulation
– Pressuring


– Pleasing man


Beast False Prophet


It’s tempting.


◆ Educate citizens 
(pluralism)


◆ Manipulate with 
words
– Secularism
– Conformity







  


Subtle Worship of Beastly Power


◆ Politics and business demand realistic 
manipulation.


◆ Or pacifist renunciation.
◆ Or make the state into a sympathetic 


mother.
◆ Or Marxism (let experts do it for me).


I obey Christ’s commandments in my 
personal life.  But … 







  


Universal Beast Worship


◆ Fear
◆ Passive, retreating
◆ Avoid pain
◆ At any cost
◆ For ME


Beast False Prophet


rationalizes}







  


Solution for Idolatry
◆ Worship God (4)
◆ True redemption


in the Lamb (5)
◆ God’s Throne (22:1; 4:2)


False True


◆ Worship Satan
◆ Deceptive 


redemptions
◆ Fear false power


replaced by
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The Prostitute


West Flemish Apocalypse
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GNU Free Documentation License


Version 1.2, November 2002


Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.


51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA


Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies


of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.


0. PREAMBLE


The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone 
the effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License 
preserves for the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.


This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.


We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should 
come with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual 
work, regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is 
instruction or reference.


1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS


This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated 
herein. The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the 
license if you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.


A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.


A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. 
(Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter 
of historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding them.







  


The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says 
that the Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be 
designated as Invariant. The Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then 
there are none.


The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.


A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general 
public, that is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint 
programs or (for drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation 
to a variety of formats suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of 
markup, has been arranged to thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not 
Transparent if used for any substantial amount of text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".


Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML 
or XML using a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. 
Examples of transparent image formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited 
only by proprietary word processors, SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-
generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced by some word processors for output purposes only.


The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this 
License requires to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the 
most prominent appearance of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.


A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses 
following text that translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as 
"Acknowledgements", "Dedications", "Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the 
Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" according to this definition.


The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty 
Disclaimers are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that 
these Warranty Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.


2. VERBATIM COPYING


You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, 
and the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those 
of this License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, 
you may accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.


You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.







  


3. COPYING IN QUANTITY


If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the 
front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front 
cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying 
with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in 
other respects.


If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual 
cover, and continue the rest onto adjacent pages.


If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable 
Transparent copy along with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general 
network-using public has access to download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of 
added material. If you use the latter option, you must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, 
to ensure that this Transparent copy will remain thus accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an 
Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or retailers) of that edition to the public.


It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give 
them a chance to provide you with an updated version of the Document.


4. MODIFICATIONS


You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the 
Modified Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and 
modification of the Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:


    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which 
should, if there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original 
publisher of that version gives permission.


    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified 
Version, together with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they 
release you from this requirement.


    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.


    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.


    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.







  


   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.


    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.


    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.


    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and 
publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.


    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location 
for a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.


    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance 
and tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.


    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.


    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.


    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.


    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.


If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the 
Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.


You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for 
example, statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.


You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) 
any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity 
you are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the 
old one.







  


The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.


5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS


You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant 
Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.


The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in 
parentheses, the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles 
in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.


In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; 
likewise combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled 
"Endorsements."


6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS


You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this 
License in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim 
copying of each of the documents in all other respects.


You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License 
into the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.


7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS


A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond 
what the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which 
are not themselves derivative works of the Document.


If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire 
aggregate, the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if 
the Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.







  


8. TRANSLATION


Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in 
addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, 
and any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and 
disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will 
prevail.


If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) 
will typically require changing the actual title.


9. TERMINATION


You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, 
modify, sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have 
received copies, or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.


10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE


The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.


Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or 
any later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has 
been published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose any 
version ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.







  


A.  Prostitute's Place
   in the Structure







  


◆ Commission
1.  7 seals:


◆ Prosecution of war
2.  7 trumpets:
3.  7 symbolic accounts:
4.  7 bowls:


◆ Elimination of evil
5.  7 messages about Babylon:
6.  white horse:
7.  white throne:


Progression of 7 Cycles


scouts


effects on earth
characters


more effects on earth


seductress
power source


all evil
culmination







  


7 Messages about Prostitute
Introduction: the Prostitute appears 17:1-6
1.  War with the Prostitute 17:7-18
2.  Angelic announcement of fall  18:1-3
3.  Warning to separate from her  18:4-8
4.  Lament of the kings  18:9-10
5.  Lament of the merchants  18:11-17a
6.  Lament of sailors  18:17b-20
7.  Final angelic message of doom  18:21-24
      Contrast: The pure Bride  19:1-10







  


Introduction: Revelation 17:1-2


Then one of the seven angels who had the 
seven bowls came and said to me, "Come, 
I will show you the judgment of the great 
prostitute who is seated on many waters, 
with whom the kings of the earth have 
committed sexual immorality, and with the 
wine of whose sexual immorality the 
dwellers on earth have become drunk." 







  


Revelation 17:3-4


And he carried me away in the Spirit into a 
wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a 
scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous 
names, and it had seven heads and ten 
horns.  The woman was arrayed in purple 
and scarlet, and adorned with gold and 
jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a 
golden cup full of abominations and the 
impurities of her sexual immorality.







  


Revelation 17:5-6


And on her forehead was written a name of 
mystery: "Babylon the great, mother of 
prostitutes and of earth's abominations."  
And I saw the woman, drunk with the 
blood of the saints, the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus.







  


B.  The Meaning of the Prostitute







  


Who Counterfeits Bride?


◆ Bride   gather,
  worship


◆ Dragon
◆ Beast


◆ False Prophet


◆ The Father   originates
◆ Christ   executes


 the Son
◆ Spirit   witnesses


Original CounterfeitFunction


◆ Prostitute







  


Two Opponents


Who will defeat God's people
for me?


I will
I will







  


Strategy of Opposition


How?


Persecution!
Seduction with
money and sex!







  


Response to Opposition
Calling of the church:


Opposition:


Persecuting power
of the Beast


Seductive luxury
of the Prostitute


Light-bearing
Witness


Endurance
(13:10)


Virgin
purity


Separation
(18:4)







  


Four Views of Prostitute


◆ Jezebel (2:20-23) 
◆ 2 Thess. 2:10-11
◆ Compromise with 


worldliness
◆ Dan. 7 spans this 


age


1.  Roman Empire
2.  Final Crisis
3.  Church History


4.  Repeated Pattern







  


Revelation 2:20-21


But I have this against you, that you 
tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls 
herself a prophetess and is teaching and 
seducing my servants to practice sexual 
immorality and to eat food sacrificed to 
idols.  I gave her time to repent, but she 
refuses to repent of her sexual immorality.







  


2 Thessalonians 2:9-12


The coming of the lawless one is by the 
activity of Satan with all power and false 
signs and wonders, and with all wicked 
deception for those who are perishing, 
because they refused to love the truth and so 
be saved.  Therefore God sends them a strong 
delusion, so that they may believe what is 
false, in order that all may be condemned who 
did not believe the truth but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness.







  


C.  Levels of Application







  


Forms of Idolatry


◆ Literal: Worship of Caesar or  Artemis
◆ Blatant:Devotion to power or money
◆ Subtle: “Christian” compromises
◆ Universal: Root motivations







  


The Prostitute in the USA


◆ Money; accumulation; having 
more than the neighbor (prestige)


◆ Sexual pleasure: happiness comes 
from having admiring sexual 
partners


◆ Expanding leisure







  


Worshiping Prostitute in USA


◆ Blatant Money, sex
◆ Subtle Fantasizing


It’s tempting


being rich


sexual flirtation







  


Worshiping Prostitute in Money


◆ After a tithe, greed.  It’s MINE.
◆ Or monk’s poverty.
◆ Or self-righteous simple life-style.
◆ Or Marxism (let experts do it for me).







  


Worshiping Prostitue in Sex


◆ Promiscuity: “if it feels good, do it.”
◆ Selfishness within the legal 


boundaries
◆ Monk’s celibacy
◆ Despising the body
◆ Feminism (let experts do it for me).







  


Universal Worship of Prostitute


◆ Lustful desire
◆ Active, advancing


◆ Get pleasure
◆ At any cost
◆ For ME


Beast Prostitute( )


◆ Fear
◆ Passive, 


retreating
◆ Avoid pain
◆ At any cost
◆ For ME







  


Salvation from False Worship


◆ God’s Wealth (21:21; 4:3)
◆ God’s Marriage (19:7; 


21:9)


False True


◆ Worship Satan
◆ Deceptive 


redemptions
◆ Fear false 


power
◆ Lust for money
◆ Lust for sex


replaced by


◆ Worship God (4)
◆ True redemption


in the Lamb (5)
◆ God’s Throne (22:1; 4:2)






