
The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says that the Document is 
released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be designated as Invariant. The Document may contain zero 
Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then there are none.

The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the Document is released under 
this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.

A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general public, that is suitable for 
revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint programs or (for drawings) some widely available 
drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation to a variety of formats suitable for input to text formatters. A copy made in an 
otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to thwart or discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. 
An image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of text. A copy that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".

Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML or XML using a publicly 
available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. Examples of transparent image formats include PNG, XCF 
and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited only by proprietary word processors, SGML or XML for which the DTD and/or 
processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced by some word processors for output purposes only.

The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this License requires to appear in the 
title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the most prominent appearance of the work's title, preceding the 
beginning of the body of the text.

A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses following text that translates XYZ 
in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", "Endorsements", or "History".) To 
"Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" according to this definition.

The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty Disclaimers are considered to 
be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that these Warranty Disclaimers may have is void and has no 
effect on the meaning of this License.

2. VERBATIM COPYING

You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, and the license 
notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those of this License. You may not use 
technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, you may accept compensation in exchange for 
copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.

You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.

   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this License, in the 
form shown in the Addendum below.

    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.

    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.

    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the Modified Version as 
given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and publisher of the Document as given on its 
Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.

    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network locations given in 
the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location for a work that was published at least 
four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.

    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance and tone of each of 
the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.

    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered part of the section 
titles.

    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.

    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.

    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.

If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the Document, you may 
at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the Modified Version's license notice. These 
titles must be distinct from any other section titles.

You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for example, statements of 
peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.

You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover Texts in the 
Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) any one entity. If the 
Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity you are acting on behalf of, you may not 
add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the old one.

The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply endorsement of any 
Modified Version.

5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS

You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, provided that you 
include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant Sections of your combined work in its 
license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.

The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are multiple Invariant 
Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in parentheses, the name of the original author or 
publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles in the list of Invariant Sections in the license notice of the 
combined work.

In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; likewise combine any 
sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled "Endorsements."

6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS

You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this License in the various 
documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim copying of each of the documents in all other 
respects.

You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License into the extracted 
document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.

7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS

A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution medium, is called 
an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond what the individual works permit. When 
the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which are not themselves derivative works of the Document.

If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire aggregate, the Document's 
Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if the Document is in electronic form. 
Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.



  

Copyright Specifications

Copyright (c) 2005 Vern S. Poythress.

 Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this document 
under the terms of the GNU Free Documentation License, Version 1.2 
or any later version published by the Free Software Foundation; with 
no Invariant Sections, no Front-Cover Texts, and no Back-Cover 
Texts. A copy of the license is included in the next slides and at

<http://www.fsf.org/licensing/licenses/fdl.html>.
The clipart embedded within the slides is from various sources, primarily from MS Office clipart 
gallery, Corel Clip-Art from CD-ROM Clipart, Symbols & Flics, which was part of Corel Draw 
3.0, and Corel Megagallery, which came with Corel Draw 8. I have tried to make sure that the 
clipart can be freely copied and modified, but it is not itself subject to the GNU Free 
Documentation License. Likewise photos are from various sources, primarily Corel Megagallery. 
Except when the photos are my own, they are not subject to the GNU Free Documentation 
License.



  

GNU Free Documentation License

Version 1.2, November 2002

Copyright (C) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.

51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301, USA

Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies

of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.

0. PREAMBLE

The purpose of this License is to make a manual, textbook, or other functional and useful document "free" in the sense of freedom: to assure everyone the 
effective freedom to copy and redistribute it, with or without modifying it, either commercially or noncommercially. Secondarily, this License preserves for 
the author and publisher a way to get credit for their work, while not being considered responsible for modifications made by others.

This License is a kind of "copyleft", which means that derivative works of the document must themselves be free in the same sense. It complements the 
GNU General Public License, which is a copyleft license designed for free software.

We have designed this License in order to use it for manuals for free software, because free software needs free documentation: a free program should come 
with manuals providing the same freedoms that the software does. But this License is not limited to software manuals; it can be used for any textual work, 
regardless of subject matter or whether it is published as a printed book. We recommend this License principally for works whose purpose is instruction or 
reference.

1. APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS

This License applies to any manual or other work, in any medium, that contains a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it can be distributed under 
the terms of this License. Such a notice grants a world-wide, royalty-free license, unlimited in duration, to use that work under the conditions stated herein. 
The "Document", below, refers to any such manual or work. Any member of the public is a licensee, and is addressed as "you". You accept the license if 
you copy, modify or distribute the work in a way requiring permission under copyright law.

A "Modified Version" of the Document means any work containing the Document or a portion of it, either copied verbatim, or with modifications and/or 
translated into another language.

A "Secondary Section" is a named appendix or a front-matter section of the Document that deals exclusively with the relationship of the publishers or 
authors of the Document to the Document's overall subject (or to related matters) and contains nothing that could fall directly within that overall subject. 
(Thus, if the Document is in part a textbook of mathematics, a Secondary Section may not explain any mathematics.) The relationship could be a matter of 
historical connection with the subject or with related matters, or of legal, commercial, philosophical, ethical or political position regarding them.



  

The "Invariant Sections" are certain Secondary Sections whose titles are designated, as being those of Invariant Sections, in the notice that says that the 
Document is released under this License. If a section does not fit the above definition of Secondary then it is not allowed to be designated as Invariant. The 
Document may contain zero Invariant Sections. If the Document does not identify any Invariant Sections then there are none.

The "Cover Texts" are certain short passages of text that are listed, as Front-Cover Texts or Back-Cover Texts, in the notice that says that the Document is 
released under this License. A Front-Cover Text may be at most 5 words, and a Back-Cover Text may be at most 25 words.

A "Transparent" copy of the Document means a machine-readable copy, represented in a format whose specification is available to the general public, that 
is suitable for revising the document straightforwardly with generic text editors or (for images composed of pixels) generic paint programs or (for 
drawings) some widely available drawing editor, and that is suitable for input to text formatters or for automatic translation to a variety of formats suitable 
for input to text formatters. A copy made in an otherwise Transparent file format whose markup, or absence of markup, has been arranged to thwart or 
discourage subsequent modification by readers is not Transparent. An image format is not Transparent if used for any substantial amount of text. A copy 
that is not "Transparent" is called "Opaque".

Examples of suitable formats for Transparent copies include plain ASCII without markup, Texinfo input format, LaTeX input format, SGML or XML using 
a publicly available DTD, and standard-conforming simple HTML, PostScript or PDF designed for human modification. Examples of transparent image 
formats include PNG, XCF and JPG. Opaque formats include proprietary formats that can be read and edited only by proprietary word processors, SGML 
or XML for which the DTD and/or processing tools are not generally available, and the machine-generated HTML, PostScript or PDF produced by some 
word processors for output purposes only.

The "Title Page" means, for a printed book, the title page itself, plus such following pages as are needed to hold, legibly, the material this License requires 
to appear in the title page. For works in formats which do not have any title page as such, "Title Page" means the text near the most prominent appearance 
of the work's title, preceding the beginning of the body of the text.

A section "Entitled XYZ" means a named subunit of the Document whose title either is precisely XYZ or contains XYZ in parentheses following text that 
translates XYZ in another language. (Here XYZ stands for a specific section name mentioned below, such as "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", 
"Endorsements", or "History".) To "Preserve the Title" of such a section when you modify the Document means that it remains a section "Entitled XYZ" 
according to this definition.

The Document may include Warranty Disclaimers next to the notice which states that this License applies to the Document. These Warranty Disclaimers 
are considered to be included by reference in this License, but only as regards disclaiming warranties: any other implication that these Warranty 
Disclaimers may have is void and has no effect on the meaning of this License.

2. VERBATIM COPYING

You may copy and distribute the Document in any medium, either commercially or noncommercially, provided that this License, the copyright notices, and 
the license notice saying this License applies to the Document are reproduced in all copies, and that you add no other conditions whatsoever to those of this 
License. You may not use technical measures to obstruct or control the reading or further copying of the copies you make or distribute. However, you may 
accept compensation in exchange for copies. If you distribute a large enough number of copies you must also follow the conditions in section 3.

You may also lend copies, under the same conditions stated above, and you may publicly display copies.



  

3. COPYING IN QUANTITY

If you publish printed copies (or copies in media that commonly have printed covers) of the Document, numbering more than 100, and the Document's 
license notice requires Cover Texts, you must enclose the copies in covers that carry, clearly and legibly, all these Cover Texts: Front-Cover Texts on the 
front cover, and Back-Cover Texts on the back cover. Both covers must also clearly and legibly identify you as the publisher of these copies. The front 
cover must present the full title with all words of the title equally prominent and visible. You may add other material on the covers in addition. Copying 
with changes limited to the covers, as long as they preserve the title of the Document and satisfy these conditions, can be treated as verbatim copying in 
other respects.

If the required texts for either cover are too voluminous to fit legibly, you should put the first ones listed (as many as fit reasonably) on the actual cover, and 
continue the rest onto adjacent pages.

If you publish or distribute Opaque copies of the Document numbering more than 100, you must either include a machine-readable Transparent copy along 
with each Opaque copy, or state in or with each Opaque copy a computer-network location from which the general network-using public has access to 
download using public-standard network protocols a complete Transparent copy of the Document, free of added material. If you use the latter option, you 
must take reasonably prudent steps, when you begin distribution of Opaque copies in quantity, to ensure that this Transparent copy will remain thus 
accessible at the stated location until at least one year after the last time you distribute an Opaque copy (directly or through your agents or retailers) of that 
edition to the public.

It is requested, but not required, that you contact the authors of the Document well before redistributing any large number of copies, to give them a chance 
to provide you with an updated version of the Document.

4. MODIFICATIONS

You may copy and distribute a Modified Version of the Document under the conditions of sections 2 and 3 above, provided that you release the Modified 
Version under precisely this License, with the Modified Version filling the role of the Document, thus licensing distribution and modification of the 
Modified Version to whoever possesses a copy of it. In addition, you must do these things in the Modified Version:

    * A. Use in the Title Page (and on the covers, if any) a title distinct from that of the Document, and from those of previous versions (which should, if 
there were any, be listed in the History section of the Document). You may use the same title as a previous version if the original publisher of that version 
gives permission.

    * B. List on the Title Page, as authors, one or more persons or entities responsible for authorship of the modifications in the Modified Version, together 
with at least five of the principal authors of the Document (all of its principal authors, if it has fewer than five), unless they release you from this 
requirement.

    * C. State on the Title page the name of the publisher of the Modified Version, as the publisher.

    * D. Preserve all the copyright notices of the Document.

    * E. Add an appropriate copyright notice for your modifications adjacent to the other copyright notices.



  

   * F. Include, immediately after the copyright notices, a license notice giving the public permission to use the Modified Version under the terms of this 
License, in the form shown in the Addendum below.

    * G. Preserve in that license notice the full lists of Invariant Sections and required Cover Texts given in the Document's license notice.

    * H. Include an unaltered copy of this License.

    * I. Preserve the section Entitled "History", Preserve its Title, and add to it an item stating at least the title, year, new authors, and publisher of the 
Modified Version as given on the Title Page. If there is no section Entitled "History" in the Document, create one stating the title, year, authors, and 
publisher of the Document as given on its Title Page, then add an item describing the Modified Version as stated in the previous sentence.

    * J. Preserve the network location, if any, given in the Document for public access to a Transparent copy of the Document, and likewise the network 
locations given in the Document for previous versions it was based on. These may be placed in the "History" section. You may omit a network location for 
a work that was published at least four years before the Document itself, or if the original publisher of the version it refers to gives permission.

    * K. For any section Entitled "Acknowledgements" or "Dedications", Preserve the Title of the section, and preserve in the section all the substance and 
tone of each of the contributor acknowledgements and/or dedications given therein.

    * L. Preserve all the Invariant Sections of the Document, unaltered in their text and in their titles. Section numbers or the equivalent are not considered 
part of the section titles.

    * M. Delete any section Entitled "Endorsements". Such a section may not be included in the Modified Version.

    * N. Do not retitle any existing section to be Entitled "Endorsements" or to conflict in title with any Invariant Section.

    * O. Preserve any Warranty Disclaimers.

If the Modified Version includes new front-matter sections or appendices that qualify as Secondary Sections and contain no material copied from the 
Document, you may at your option designate some or all of these sections as invariant. To do this, add their titles to the list of Invariant Sections in the 
Modified Version's license notice. These titles must be distinct from any other section titles.

You may add a section Entitled "Endorsements", provided it contains nothing but endorsements of your Modified Version by various parties--for example, 
statements of peer review or that the text has been approved by an organization as the authoritative definition of a standard.

You may add a passage of up to five words as a Front-Cover Text, and a passage of up to 25 words as a Back-Cover Text, to the end of the list of Cover 
Texts in the Modified Version. Only one passage of Front-Cover Text and one of Back-Cover Text may be added by (or through arrangements made by) 
any one entity. If the Document already includes a cover text for the same cover, previously added by you or by arrangement made by the same entity you 
are acting on behalf of, you may not add another; but you may replace the old one, on explicit permission from the previous publisher that added the old 
one.



  

The author(s) and publisher(s) of the Document do not by this License give permission to use their names for publicity for or to assert or imply 
endorsement of any Modified Version.

5. COMBINING DOCUMENTS

You may combine the Document with other documents released under this License, under the terms defined in section 4 above for modified versions, 
provided that you include in the combination all of the Invariant Sections of all of the original documents, unmodified, and list them all as Invariant 
Sections of your combined work in its license notice, and that you preserve all their Warranty Disclaimers.

The combined work need only contain one copy of this License, and multiple identical Invariant Sections may be replaced with a single copy. If there are 
multiple Invariant Sections with the same name but different contents, make the title of each such section unique by adding at the end of it, in parentheses, 
the name of the original author or publisher of that section if known, or else a unique number. Make the same adjustment to the section titles in the list of 
Invariant Sections in the license notice of the combined work.

In the combination, you must combine any sections Entitled "History" in the various original documents, forming one section Entitled "History"; likewise 
combine any sections Entitled "Acknowledgements", and any sections Entitled "Dedications". You must delete all sections Entitled "Endorsements."

6. COLLECTIONS OF DOCUMENTS

You may make a collection consisting of the Document and other documents released under this License, and replace the individual copies of this License 
in the various documents with a single copy that is included in the collection, provided that you follow the rules of this License for verbatim copying of 
each of the documents in all other respects.

You may extract a single document from such a collection, and distribute it individually under this License, provided you insert a copy of this License into 
the extracted document, and follow this License in all other respects regarding verbatim copying of that document.

7. AGGREGATION WITH INDEPENDENT WORKS

A compilation of the Document or its derivatives with other separate and independent documents or works, in or on a volume of a storage or distribution 
medium, is called an "aggregate" if the copyright resulting from the compilation is not used to limit the legal rights of the compilation's users beyond what 
the individual works permit. When the Document is included in an aggregate, this License does not apply to the other works in the aggregate which are not 
themselves derivative works of the Document.

If the Cover Text requirement of section 3 is applicable to these copies of the Document, then if the Document is less than one half of the entire aggregate, 
the Document's Cover Texts may be placed on covers that bracket the Document within the aggregate, or the electronic equivalent of covers if the 
Document is in electronic form. Otherwise they must appear on printed covers that bracket the whole aggregate.



  

8. TRANSLATION

Translation is considered a kind of modification, so you may distribute translations of the Document under the terms of section 4. Replacing Invariant 
Sections with translations requires special permission from their copyright holders, but you may include translations of some or all Invariant Sections in 
addition to the original versions of these Invariant Sections. You may include a translation of this License, and all the license notices in the Document, and 
any Warranty Disclaimers, provided that you also include the original English version of this License and the original versions of those notices and 
disclaimers. In case of a disagreement between the translation and the original version of this License or a notice or disclaimer, the original version will 
prevail.

If a section in the Document is Entitled "Acknowledgements", "Dedications", or "History", the requirement (section 4) to Preserve its Title (section 1) will 
typically require changing the actual title.

9. TERMINATION

You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Document except as expressly provided for under this License. Any other attempt to copy, modify, 
sublicense or distribute the Document is void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License. However, parties who have received copies, 
or rights, from you under this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such parties remain in full compliance.

10. FUTURE REVISIONS OF THIS LICENSE

The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License from time to time. Such new versions will be 
similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to address new problems or concerns. See http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/.

Each version of the License is given a distinguishing version number. If the Document specifies that a particular numbered version of this License "or any 
later version" applies to it, you have the option of following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has been 
published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation. If the Document does not specify a version number of this License, you may choose any version 
ever published (not as a draft) by the Free Software Foundation.



  

The Bible and its Versions

Vern S. Poythress, Ph.D., Th.D.
Westminster Theological Seminary



  

I.  How Did We Get the Bible?



  

How Do We Know God and 
Ourselves?

God has told us in 
the Bible who he is.

So I think everyone 
just follows his own 

ideas about God.



  

Purpose of the Bible

“... these are written so that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his 
name. ”  --John 20:31 ESV



  

Our Need for the Bible
◆ “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 

my path.”  --Ps. 119:105 ESV

◆ “... you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 
--2 Tim. 3:15



  

Dead Sea Scrolls



  

A.  The Original:
 Breathed Out by God



  

1.  An Example: 
God Spoke to Moses



  

Sinai Peninsula



  

Mt. Sinai



  

Mt. Sinai in Storm

(Exod. 19)



  

Moses Receiving God’s Word

These words the LORD spoke to all your 
assembly at the mountain out of the midst 
of the fire, the cloud, and the thick 
darkness, with a loud voice; and he added 
no more.  And he wrote them on two 
tablets of stone and gave them to me.  
(Deuteronomy 5:22)



  

2.  The Nature of the Bible  



  

God’s Word
For no prophecy was ever produced by 
the will of man, 
but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

--2 Peter 1:21 ESV

The Bible is God’s Word



  

God’s Word as Breathed Out
All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in 
righteousness.

--2 Tim 3:16

The Bible is God’s Word



  

3.  The New Testament



  

Palestine



  

Jesus Teaching



  

The Apostles Writing

The Apostle 
Paul,

by 
Rembrandt 
van Ryn



  

Authority of the New Testament

... just as your beloved brother Paul also 
wrote to you according to the wisdom given 
him, as he does in all his letters when he 
speaks in them of these matters.  There are 
some things in them that are hard to 
understand, which the ignorant and unstable 
twist to their own destruction, as they do the 
other Scriptures.   --2 Peter 3:15-16



  

B.  Copying the Bible



  

Original Languages of the Bible

Old Testament

New Testament

Language

Hebrew

Greek

Part of Ezra, Daniel Aramaic



  

God’s Word Copied

Original

Ancient Copies



  

Comparison

Plato

7 copies;
the earliest
1300 years

after he wrote

Caesar

10 copies;

950 years

Aristotle

49 copies;

1400 years

(380 B.C.)
New 

Testament

?

?



  

New Testament Copies

Original

Ancient Copies

5,000 copies
of portions of 

the New Testament

Earliest within
about 30 years
of the original!



  

Copying by Hand

A Jerusalem 
Scribe



  

Isaiah 53,

a copy 
from about 
170 B.C.



  

Papyrus of Mark, 3d century

(papyrus, like stiff paper)



  

Codex Sinaiticus (4th century)

(sheep skin)



  

Ancient Translations
Original

Ancient Copies

Ancient Translations



  

Gospels in Syriac (4th century)

From St. 
Catherine’s 
Monastery 
on Mt. Sinai



  

Vulgate (Latin)

8th century



  

John Wycliffe’s Translation (1382)



  

Bringing the Bible to Us
Original

Ancient Copies

Ancient Translations

Wycliffe (1382) First in
English



  

C.  Printing the Bible



  

Gutenberg Bible
◆ Gutenberg invented movable type, greatly 

facilitating printing.
◆ The Gutenberg Bible was printed in about 

1455.



  



  

Printed Hebrew Old Testament

בְרֵאשִ֖ית בָרָ֣א אֱלהִ֑ים1:1  א 
אֵ֥ת הַשָמַ֖יִם וְאֵ֥ת הָאָֽרֶץ׃

וְהָאָ֗רֶץ הָיְתָ֥ה תֹ֙הו֙ וָבֹ֔הו 2 ב 
וְח֖שֶֹך עַל־פְנֵ֣י תְה֑ום 



  

Printed Greek New Testament
1.1 Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ 
ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν, καὶ 
θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος. οὗτος ἦν ἐν 
ἀρχῇ πρὸς τὸν θεόν. πάντα διʹ 
αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο, καὶ χωρὶς 
αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο οὐδὲ ἕν ὁ 
γέγονεν.



  

The Bible in English
Wycliffe (1382)

Tyndale (1525)

Ancient
Copies

Geneva (1560)

King James Version (1611)



  

KJV



  

The Bible in Modern English
KJV (1611)

Revised Version (1881)

Revised Standard Version (1952)

English Standard Version (2001)

Berkeley
(1969)

NIV
(1978)



  

D.  Examples



  

Exploring What God Wrote

5,000 copies of portions
of the New Testament

compare

original



  

John 1:6

"There was a man
sent from God"

Almost all manuscripts

"There was a man
sent from the Lord"

One manuscript

original



  

John 1:13

"who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will 
of man, but of God."

Almost all manuscripts One manuscript

"who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of 
the flesh                        
        , but of God."

the words for "flesh"
and "man" have the 

same ending in Greek
original



  

John 3:8

"So it is with every-
one who is born of 
              the Spirit"

"So it is with every-
one who is born of 
water and the Spirit"

One manuscriptAlmost all manuscripts

"unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God" (3:5)

original



  

John 1:36
Many manuscripts

"Behold, the 
Lamb of God!"

 

"Behold, the Lamb of God 
who takes away 
the sin of the world!" (1:29)

"Behold, the 
Lamb of God 
who takes away 
the sin of the world!"

A few manuscripts

original



  

Luke 16:21
Many manuscripts

"... who desired to be 
fed with the crumbs 
that fell from the rich 
man's table.

older, better 
manuscripts

 "... even the dogs eat 
the crumbs that fall 
from their masters' 
table."  (Matt. 15:27)

"... who desired to be 
fed with 
what fell from the rich 
man's table.

Some manuscripts

original



  

Mark 9:44
Many manuscripts

"... to go to hell, to 
the unquenchable fire."

Some manuscripts

"... to go to hell, to 
the unquenchable fire,
where their worm 
does not die and the 
fire is not quenched.

older, better 
manuscriptsIdentical with verse 48.

Could have come from 
a scribe's marginal note. original



  

Handling Uncertainty
◆ Message of the whole Bible is certain.
◆ Indication of uncertainty included.

... the unquenchable fire.1
--------------
1Some manuscripts add verses
44 and 46 (which are identical 
with verse 48)



  

Mark 7:16
Many manuscripts

"... defiles him."

Some manuscripts

"... defiles him.
16If anyone has ears 
to hear, let him hear."

older, better 
manuscripts

could have come
from a scribe's 
marginal note

original



  

Handling Uncertainty
◆ Message of the whole Bible is certain.
◆ Indication of uncertainty included.

...defiles him.1
--------------
1Some manuscripts add verse 16:
If anyone has ears to hear, 
let him hear



  

Principles of Preservation
◆ God caused the writing of the original.

• Remember the two tablets from Mount Sinai.

◆ Some human errors entered in copying.
◆ Copying is mostly accurate.
◆ Plenty of copies.

• We can infer the original.

◆ Differences in meaning are very small.
◆ We can live by its instruction.



  

Text Criticism
◆ "Text criticism" looks at manuscripts in 

order to find the original wording.
◆ It is not "criticizing" what God wrote, but 

critically analyzing what scribal copying 
has done.


